




I am Jamilla Webb. 
Daughter of Esther Alston. 
Granddaughter of Esther 
Wilson. Great granddaughter 
of Gertrude Dillard. Great-
great granddaughter of Hattie 
Frederick. Great-great-great 
granddaughter of Nannie Wood 
Thomas Kelly. Nannie was born 
into chattel slavery in 1860 on 
a plantation in Charles County, 
Maryland. She was the offspring 
of a white English plantation 
owner known as Captain Peter 
Wood. It is here where my 
knowledge of my ancestry, 
country or village of origin, 
native tongue and identity as 
a Black—or more specifically 
an African-American—woman 
begins and ends.

Although I can trace my 
maternal lineage back to 
the 1860s, I have a sea of 
unanswered questions and 
curiosities that still haunt me. 
My father’s known lineage stops 
at my paternal grandparents, 
who migrated to DC from the 
Carolinas and Albany, Georgia 
in the 1930s and 40s. I know 
they had my father and uncles 
later in life. I know their parents 
were born in the 1800s (not long 
after slavery ended) and died 
when they were very young. I 
know they had family members 
who were still being lynched 
in the 1950s and ‘60s. I know 
whatever terror and atrocities 
they witnessed down south were 
cloaked in silence, and were part 
of the reason they moved further 
north and didn’t look back.

Everything about my 
upbringing, my view of the 
world, and how I maneuver 
through it is informed by my 
identity as a Black woman. 
The importance of knowing 
Black history and having 
cultural pride was part of my 
upbringing. Yet my search in 
the archives, countless family 
interviews, and DNA swab from 
Ancestry.com all lead me back 
to the same two things: chattel 
slavery and a white man named 
Peter Wood. After my DNA 
was analyzed and matched, 

I stared at my computer 
screen with overwhelming 
emotions. The oral history of 
my ancestors being descendants 
of enslaved Blacks from the 
Western Coast of Africa, my 
paternal grandparents being 
part of the Great Migration, 
and my mother’s family ties 
to a plantation in La Plata, 
Maryland were all confirmed. 
What I was not expecting was 
to be staring at pages of white 
people, descendants of Peter 
Wood, who were identified as 
my relatives. These relatives 
are distant enough for me to 
feel comfortable maintaining 
a no contact policy, yet close 

daughter Nannie, my great-
great-great grandmother. 
I think about how, despite 
sharing the same blood and 
history as Peter Wood’s white 
descendants, that my day-
to-day life experience and 
interpretation of slavery and 
the Confederacy is so vastly 
different. I think about my 
great uncle who was lynched 
in South Carolina in the 1950s 
without anyone ever being 
charged for his murder. I think 
about the abrupt ending of 
Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and 
the Ku Klux Klan. I think about 
watching Rodney King’s beating 
being replayed on the nightly 

with the removal of Indigenous 
Americans from their land. I 
sometimes wish I knew what 
life felt like without this scar 
haunting every aspect of my 
known history and existence.

Respectability will not save 
me, you, or this country. 
While Civil Rights were legally 
enacted over 50 years ago and 
African-Americans have made 
great cultural achievements 
in politics, business, and 
entertainment, no amount 
of verbiage, respectability, 
or assimilation can undo our 
nation’s foundation. I’m sure 
Amazon, Pornhub, and the 
hundreds of other businesses 
that released #BlackLivesMatter 
statements of solidarity meant 
well. However, a tweet, email, 
or anti-racist toolkit is not 
going to make anyone view 
me—and treat me—as a human 
being, if they inherently believe 
I am inferior because of my 
brown skin and black features. 
Statements do not translate into 
equitable practices in hiring and 
nurturing qualified employees of 
color, especially in C-suite and 
other leadership positions.

Our newscasts and social media 
timelines have been inundated 
with images of police brutality, 
call-out culture, protests, and 
hashtags of various movements 
and murder victims. Racism, 
crises, and chaos are on display 
for the world to see. How will 
the superpower known as The 
United States of America face 
itself, its present social climate, 
and descendants? Maybe the 
answer lies in the past. The 
Pledge of Allegiance, originally 
written by Socialist Minister 
Francis Bellamy in 1892, today 
states, “One nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.” The doors of the 
church are open. The Summer 
of 2020 appears to be a season 
of reckoning. This nation is on 
its knees. Maybe this time if it is 
honest with itself and adheres to 
its creed, the truth will indeed 
set us all free. —Jamilla Webb, 
Associate Editor

enough for me to have to digest 
an uncomfortable truth. We 
are bound by the same ties 
that divide us: slavery and a 
shared ancestor who benefitted 
from it. I (like many African-
Americans) am the illegitimate 
descendent of white aristocracy 
and subscribers to Confederate 
philosophy.

I think about the white 
descendants of Peter Wood 
and wonder how they profited 
from the wealth and land 
they inherited from him, even 
though that land and wealth 
were cultivated by Blacks, 
including his enslaved mulatto 

news with my mother, reading 
the story of Breonna Taylor, 
and the innumerable others 
known and unknown who were 
harmed and murdered by law 
enforcement officers. I think 
about the Trail of Tears, the 
Elanie 12 of Arkansas, Tulsa, 
Urban Renewal in Treme, even 
the changing demographics 
in Washington, DC—a few of 
many examples of the blood 
and land sacrifices that have 
fed the insatiable machine our 
nation was built upon. Racism 
and Manifest Destiny have 
left an indelible scar upon 
the United States dating back 
nearly five centuries, beginning 

Clarence and Gertrude Dillard
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 “If we aren’t taking the 
responsibility for caring about 
Black life, if we aren’t actively 
dismantling our own bullshit 
and pursuing a life in service to 
the truth we’re always talking 
about, we might as well keep 
driving past a place as special 
as New Orleans.” pg. 21
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Christina Igoe | @iamastrology

Kallie Tiffau | @ultramirror

STAR HUSTLER

ARIES
This month, Saturn, an eclipse, a 
new moon, the sun, and Mercury 
retrograde are all in a square to 
your sign—but Mars is in your sign. 
Change is uncomfortable, but it 
is necessary. The world will show 
you what you need to tackle within 
your life and within yourself, and 
it is very important that you show 
up for this challenge. If there are 
people or situations standing in 
your way, it is important that you 
ask, tell, or force them to step 
aside, because they are not under 
the same pressure as you.

TAURUS
Saturn returns to a trine with your 
sign on the fi rst of this month. It 
has been in a square since March; 
and while both bring a pressure 
to work and change, the trine is 
much more gentle and productive. 
On the 5th, there is a lunar eclipse 
also in a trine to your sign, and it 
is important that you follow the 
emotional epiphanies that come 
with it. You want change? Ask 
yourself where to start. Begin your 
days with, “What do I want?” It may 
not seem like much, but you get 
more  done when you are willing to 
take charge.

GEMINI
The sun and a new moon are in your 
house of personal values this month. 
This addresses and confi rms your 
personal passion and direction—and 
why it is worthy not only to yourself 
but to the world. Sometimes, in 

order to understand why something 
matters to us, we have to be tested. 
Do not give up. The sun will test 
you, but the new moon comes in 
on the 20th to bring new ideas for 
sustainability.

CANCER
Deep breath. Do it over and 
over this month. Take time for 
yourself. There is so much growth 
happening so quickly, and some 
of the most important lessons are 
not super easy to understand right 
away. Mercury is retrograde in 
your sign until the 11th—this can 
be confusing. Saturn moves into 
opposition with your sign on the 
fi rst, and with the pressure and 
need for change without very direct 
routes, you may feel like you are 
spinning your wheels. Emotional 
work is the name of the game for 
the fi rst half of the month, and the 
rest of the month can be dedicated 
to more specifi c physical action.

LEO
On the fi rst of this month, Saturn 
moves back into your house of work 
and health. Saturn brings pressure 
to do the right thing. You know that 
weird thing that’s been happening 
with your body? Go get it checked 
out. If you already have, and were 
not satisfi ed with the explanation 
you were given, demand clarity. Get 
a new job. Get a better job. Ask for 

more money, or diff erent roles. Ask 
your employer to prove to you that 
you are an asset. If they can’t, move 
quickly to line up something better.

VIRGO
Creativity is vast. As adults, we 
mostly fl ex this muscle in our work. 
This month, visit your  creativity 
for emotional expression, not 
monetization. Make a song, meal, 
painting, photograph, essay, ashtray, 
hairdo—whatever—as a form of 
release. Do it because it makes 
you happy, or because it helps you 
process your grief. This is not for the 
benefi t of anyone but you; but if it 
happens to help someone else, that 
is an extra special bonus.

LIBRA
Your relationship to the idea 
of home has been tangled into 
everything you have been doing for 
the last year. There has been a series 
of eclipses landing in your house of 
home, setting off  little explosions 
of self-discovery. The eclipse on the 
5th of this month will be emotionally 
centered. Sometimes, the place 
where we live doesn’t feel like 
home. Are there things you can do 
to change that? Are you happy with 
who you are living with, and how? 
This is a time to examine the duties 
you have placed upon yourself in 
relationship to home, and create 
more sustainable roles.

SCORPIO
On the 20th of this month, there is 
a new moon in a trine to your sign. 
It lands in your house of expansion. 
It is important to get out of your 
normal routine. Traveling is great, 
but if you don’t have the time or 
means, take a day (or several) to 
have fun. Get outside and put your 
responsibilities on the back burner. 
Treat fun like your job this month, 
because you have to show up for it to 
reap the rewards.

SAGITTARIUS
The lunar eclipse on the 5th of 
this month is part of a series 
that is going off in your house 
of self-worth. This is a time for 

radical approaches to self-love. It 
is enough to thank your body for 
getting you to where you are, but 
try to also forgive yourself for not 
knowing better when you made 
mistakes. Honor the ancestral 
lifeline that produced your 
experience. This eclipse, along 
with the others, brings thorough, 
radical awareness.

CAPRICORN
On the fi rst of this month, Saturn 
moves back into your sign. This is a 
last hoorah for Saturn in your sign 
for the next 30 years. It is a time 
where you have to tie up loose ends. 
And while you have probably felt 
like you’ve never stopped working, 
if there is anything that you missed, 
Saturn is here to help you get it 
done. In practical terms, this could 
be as small as cleaning out a shed, or 
as big as a diff erent job in a diff erent 
country. If there is anything you 
have been postponing, now is the 
time to get to it. The lunar eclipse 
in your sign on the 5th will be an 
especially potent time to understand 
necessary emotional work.

AQUARIUS
Saturn has been in your sign since 
the end of March. Saturn spends 
every summer retrograde, backing 
into previously held signs and 
spaces. On the fi rst of this month, it 
backs into Capricorn. You may feel a 
bit like the air went out of the room; 
you may feel a bit aimless. Even in 
the few months that it was in your 
sign, there were things that needed 
work that became evident. Continue 
those projects with less pressure 
through the end of this year, because 
Saturn will be back in December for 
a three-year stay.

PISCES
You walk around in the world 
absorbing the energy of every person 
and place you encounter. This is 
big, constant work for Pisces: the 
experience of over-feeling and over-
extension. This month, Mercury 
(the planet of knowledge), the sun, 
and the moon are aligned to turn 
this burden into something you can 
harness and celebrate. Do things that 
make you feel like you are healing 
the world around you. Practice your 
religion or spirituality with focus and 
intention. If you feel lost, fi nd the 
places where you feel connected to 
being. It is important that you bring 
the Big Knowing to Earth.

Saturn turns retrograde every spring, and stays retrograde 
through every summer. On the fi rst day of this month, it backs 
into Capricorn, where it has been, mostly, since the end of 
2017. It will stay there through the end of this year. Saturn in 
Capricorn has been a doozy—both the planet and the sign deal 
with infrastructure, power, money, and responsibility. Given 
everything from the last several months, it is no mystery how 
these Powers That Be can impact every part of our lives; and 
this retrograde phase cleans up the path of destruction left by 
such a powerful planet working for change. On the 5th, there is 
a lunar eclipse also in Capricorn, which ushers in an element of 
emotional responsibility. How do we mother the person within us 
that has been scarred and hurt by the events of this year? How do 
we do this same thing for the people we love? The world at large? 
Show up when and however you can; your work now will create its 
own reward.

Mercury is retrograde in Cancer through the 12th, when it 
goes direct. It can be unclear how to take care of ourselves, 
but it is important that at the very least we are fed—literally 
and emotionally. Laugh and cry and vent and feel your anger 
whenever you can. Eat with intention, not quickly between things. 
The sun will be in Cancer through the 21st, with a new moon on 
the 20th. Take opportunities to build your nest and retreat into it 
when you can.

It is important that at the very least 
we are fed—literally and emotionally. 
Laugh and cry and vent and feel your 
anger whenever you can. Eat with 
intention, not quickly between things.
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needed most was for me to share 
their reality and their struggle 
with people who looked like me. 
Also money and supplies, but 
only the supplies they asked for. 
There was a cute, oft-repeated 
allegory of the absurd surplus 
of shoes the Zapatistas got after 
some nonprofi t took it upon 
themselves—without asking—to 
amass shoes from the States and 
send them down to Chiapas. But 
what the Zapatistas needed was 
exposure to maintain awareness 
of their plight and their fi ght—and 
money—so they could buy what 
they as a community knew they 
actually needed. It wasn’t shoes.

All that to say, it shouldn’t be 
up to a nonprofi t run by well-
off  white people to decide what 
a food insecure, largely Black 
neighborhood needs; and 
unfortunately, that has largely 
been the history of urban farms 
and community gardens in this 
city and many others.

I’m not saying don’t grow food. 
I’m not saying don’t help build 
and sustain farms and gardens 
in communities of color if you 
are not yourself a person of 
color. Grow food! Growing food 
is intrinsically revolutionary! 
I’m just saying, think honestly 
and critically about why you do 
what you do when you do it, and 
together, all of us really can grow 
the revolution.

For more info on some of the 
gardening resources listed above, 
check out:

Supporting Urban Agriculture
facebook.com/suanolafarm

Solitary Gardens
solitarygardens.org

Sankofa Community 
Development Corporation
sankofanola.org

Garden on Mars
gardenonmars.org

Backyard Gardeners Network
backyardgardenersnetwork.org

Sheaux Fresh Sustainable Foods
sheauxfresh.org
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Ian Willson | @hotplantsnola
DIRT NERD

Rachel Speck | @tropicalgothprints

There are Black farmers and 
Black organized community 
gardens in this city, and their 
impact on food insecurity and 
social justice has been potent to 
say the least. To name a few that 
I have known in my decade of 
growing here: Supporting Urban 
Agriculture, Solitary Gardens, 
Our School at Blair Grocery, 
Sankofa, Kaleb Hill and Oko Vue 
Produce, Jeanette Bell (Garden 
on Mars), Kweku Nyaawie, 
Backyard Gardeners Network, 
Sheaux Fresh, and surely tens or 
hundreds more I’m unaware of.

Growing food is revolutionary. 
Food is a unifying force. Access 
to food heals communities and 
urban farms have a lot of power 
to aff ect the neighborhoods they 
grow in for good. I believe all of 
this and I believe it fi ercely. It 
is a rare urban grower, or young 
rural grower (anyone under 50, 
heck) that didn’t come to food 
growing through social justice 
one way or another. Food justice 
is social justice, and food justice 
is racial justice.

Actually growing food on any 
scale meant to feed more than 
a family is hard and endless 
work wherein the payoff  is 
by necessity almost entirely 
spiritual, because there is 
very, very little money in 
raw produce. Perhaps that 
has something to do with 
food growing’s intrinsic 
connection to radicalism—it is 
an inherently anti-capitalistic 
venture, born of necessity but 
utterly unvalued by a free trade 
economy, a huge slap in the face 
to the “Invisible Hand.”

GROW THE REVOLUTION (REDUX)

In order for an urban farm or 
community garden to survive, 
almost without exception, they 
need grants or they have to sell 
their produce almost exclusively 
to restaurants that cater to 
the upper echelons of the 
socioeconomic ladder. And by 
and large (at least here in New 
Orleans), that means mostly 
white folks.

But in this model it’s the grants 
that are truly problematic. 
Grants, in general, are so tied up 
in the delusion of social change 
through nonprofi t work that 
enriches the entitled (spiritually 
and occasionally monetarily) 
without aff ecting much change. 
In a better world, grants would 

be an excellent vehicle for the 
redistribution of wealth and 
community building on an 
institutional level. But in their 
present context, especially 
in the urban and community 
garden context, they are often 
just a spiritual crutch for 
privileged progressive activists 
to feel better about themselves 
and call it a day. It is a sustained 
means of “virtue signalling,” to 
use the parlance of the moment.

Urban farming carries the 
weight of social justice on its 
back intrinsically. It should be 
enough that an urban growing 
space exists. Unfortunately, these 
grants hold nonprofi t urban 
farms and community gardens to 
impossible expectations, not only 
of how much food they might 
produce, but of how else these 
spaces will aff ect the community, 
with education, outreach, 
and food security measured 
by quantifi able metrics of the 
sort that look good at a startup 
competition but are meaningless 

on the ground. On top of that 
they are generally expected to 
maintain and provide fantastic 
optics, because the wealthy 
benefactors of these spaces hold 
unrealistic ideations of what 
an urban farm or a community 
garden should look like, fueled 
by utopian visions picked from 
gardening magazines and social 
media infl uencers.

That said, it is also unrealistic and 
problematic to expect an urban 
farm or community garden to 
manifest broad spectrum change 
for the better in a neighborhood, 
which is often what nonprofi t 
urban growing spaces set out to 
do, with or without outside grant 
money. I strongly believe in the 
force and importance of growing 
your own food individually and 
collectively, for more reasons 
than I will enumerate here. But a 
community garden will not make 
a food desert disappear. An urban 
farm in a neighborhood will not 
make a food desert disappear. 

Only institutional change and a 
radical shift in the distribution 
of wealth in this city (and across 
the country) will make food 
deserts disappear and truly 
manifest a nation where access 
to healthy food is available to 
all. Keep growing food because 
it is revolutionary to grow food. 
It is not revolutionary to go into 
a neighborhood that is not your 
neighborhood and think that by 
starting a community garden 
there you can fi x the social 
inequities at the root of food 
insecurity.

I spent six weeks with the 
Zapatistas back in 2006, who for 
decades have been fi ghting against 
free trade economic policies that 
have suppressed and abused 
Mexico’s indigenous population. 
The main takeaway, reinforced 
time and again, was that what 
I, as a privileged white radical, 
could do to help their struggle 
was “not to tell us what we need, 
but to let us tell you what we need 
and give it to us.” And what they 

Keep growing food because it is 
revolutionary to grow food. It 
is not revolutionary to go into 
a neighborhood that is not your 
neighborhood and think that by 
starting a community garden there you 
can fi x the social inequities at the root 
of food insecurity.

If you’ve got questions for the 
Dirt Nerd, feel free to email 
ian@hotplantsnursery.com.
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Isabel Ryan Theriot

TIPS FROM THERIOT

I live in an old house with 
asbestos tiles on the fl oor 
that need to be waxed. How 
do I wax the fl oor?
OK, you really need to be careful 
here. Asbestos is a dangerous 
substance. Dust particles from 
asbestos can become lodged in 
the lungs and cause all kinds of 
serious problems. Stripping the 
existing wax to prepare for a new 
coat can accidentally release 
asbestos dust into the air, so I’d 
try to forgo waxing and make 
the existing wax on the asbestos 
tile shine anew! Here are some 
tips to remove stains and to 
bring out the luster of the old 
wax. You’ll need the following 
items for this project: baking 
soda, a soft-headed toothbrush, 
castile soap, an essential oil of 
your choice, white vinegar, a 
bucket, two clean rags, a mop, 
linseed oil, and some isopropyl 
alcohol. The very fi rst thing 
that you should do is sweep all 
the dirt and dust off  of the tile. 
Now grab some baking soda—
baking soda is really good for 
cleaning stains on waxed, tile 
fl ooring because it’s abrasive 
enough to remove stains, but 
not so abrasive that it leaves 
scratches. First, you’ll make 
a paste from that baking soda 

by mixing it thoroughly with 
warm water. Dip a soft-headed 
toothbrush into the paste and 
lightly brush the stains with the 
paste. Allow the baking soda to 
settle on the tiles for about ten 
minutes before wiping it up with 
a clean, wet rag. Now you’ll do a 
thorough mopping of the fl oor 
with the following solution: 2 
gallons warm water, 1/4 cup 
baking soda, 1 tablespoon castile 
soap, a few drops of the essential 
oil of your choice, and 1/4 cup 
white vinegar. Now you’ll empty 
the bucket and fi ll it with warm 
water, and mop once more. Let 
the fl oor dry completely. Now 
pour 4 parts linseed oil and 1 
part alcohol into a large bowl. 
You’ll dip a clean rag into this 
mixture and lightly rub it over 
the tile. Let this dry completely. 
And now, you have rejuvenated 
your asbestos tile fl oor!

Ben Claassen III | @dirtfarm

water, and mop once more. Let 

My stainless steel fridge always 
looks streaky. Please help!
Honestly, stainless steel 
appliances are a major pain 
in the ass to clean. But if 
you must have them, I shall 
give you the remedy for your 
streaky dilemma. Do you have 
white vinegar? Maybe. Do you 
have olive oil in your kitchen? 
I bet you do. Maybe some 
mineral oil in your bathroom? 
Possibly. You’ll use the vinegar 
to clean off the food grime and 
to disinfect the surface (this 
grime tends to reside on or 
near the handles). The olive 
or mineral oil will help with 
the streaks and with masking 
scratches and watermarks. 
When cleaning stainless steel, 
always go “with the grain” (The 
grain is the lines that you can 
see in the stainless steel and 
feel with your fingers; they are 
either vertical or horizontal). 
Put a little bit of white vinegar 
on a t-shirt or microfiber cloth 
and wipe off the food grime. 
Next, apply a few drops of olive 
oil or mineral oil to another 
microfiber rag or t-shirt and, 
moving in the direction of the 
grain, wipe off the appliance. 
Buff with a dry cloth to finish 
the job.

My garbage disposal stinks. 
How can I get rid of this odor?
Garbage disposals, if not rinsed 
out well daily, will eventually 
smell like, well, stinky garbage. 
No bueno. If you, my friend, have 
not been diligent in disinfecting 
the disposal, have no fear. In 
about ten minutes, your garbage 
disposal will be smelling like 
your favorite citrus fruit. You’ll 
need a scouring pad, dish soap, 
baking soda, vinegar, and some 
citrus peels. First off , you’ll need 
to give the drain, the walls of the 
drain, the rubber gasket leading 
to the disposal blades, and the 
disposal blades themselves a good 
scrubbing and disinfecting. (By 

Welcome back to my column that will hopefully give 
you some tips to deal with cleaning issues both small 
and disgustingly heinous, all while using eco-friendly 
products that you probably have laying around the house. 
Okie dokie, let’s do this!

the way: the technical name for 
the rubber garbage disposal gasket 
is “baffl  e.” Just found this out, 
and it makes me really happy.) 
First, fi rst, fi rst—make absolutely 
sure the garbage disposal is off . I 
like to go so far as to put a piece 
of tape over the switch to assure 
that it’s not accidentally switched 
on. You don’t want to amputate 
any fi ngers. Now you’ll mix some 
vinegar and water in a spray 
bottle and spray around the sink 
drain and inside of the grinding 
chamber. Next, squirt some dish 
soap onto your scouring pad (you 
can make your own dish soap 
using castile soap and essential 
oils). Use the scouring pad to 
scrub around the drain, inside of 
the drain, and on top of and under 
the baffl  e, making sure to remove 
all of the grime and food particles 
from it. Sometimes the baffl  e 
comes out, which is wonderful 
because it makes cleaning it 
a billion times easier. Finally, 
carefully wipe the disposal blades 
(on top and under). Next you’ll 
pour a 1/2 cup of baking soda into 
the disposal, followed by a 1/2 cup 
of vinegar. The baking soda and 
vinegar mixture will fi zz, which 
is really neat. Leave the sink to 
fi zz for a few minutes, and then 
fl ush the garbage disposal (run 
hot water into the drain and turn 
on the disposal). Finally, throw a 
few cut-up citrus peels in while 
running cold water down the 
drain, then turn on the disposal 
again. And voilà! You now have 
a disinfected and nice-smelling 
garbage disposal.

There are water rings all over 
my wood furniture. How can I 
get rid of them?
There’s an ingenious, easy 
trick to get rid of these. Got 
a hairdryer? Perf. With the 
hairdryer on the highest setting, 
hold it close to the ring and 
let ‘er blow. You should see it 
disappearing after just a few 
minutes. Once it’s gone, you 
can add a bit of mineral or 
olive oil to a soft rag and wipe 
the spot where the ring was to 
recondition the wood.

If you, my friend, have not 
been diligent in disinfecting the 
disposal, have no fear.
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RAISING LOUISIANA
by Latona Giwa

Victoria Allen | @vs_illlustration

Just as I did in the days before 
giving birth, I am crying again, 
thinking about George Floyd. 
But this time, I sit, bawling 
salty tears over my fi ve-day-
old sleeping baby. I can’t help 
but refl ect on the contrast 
between what I have been 
doing this week—recovering 
in bed with my newborn—and 
what my community has been 
doing—marching in solidarity 
at the nightly Black Lives 

I JUST GAVE BIRTH, AND I 
STILL CAN’T STOP THINKING 

ABOUT GEORGE FLOYD

Matter/George Floyd memorial 
protests. Part of me wishes I 
could be a part of that number, 
to be another heat-generating 
body in this march toward 
justice (because I do believe 
we are winning). But I also 
know that I am exactly where 
I need to be, serving the exact 
purpose I am meant to serve 
in this moment. It helps me to 
put my thoughts into writing. 
I feel that, at least, although 
I cannot contribute my body 
to the nightly protest counts, 
I have added my voice to the 

choir. I have added one more 
breath of oxygen to the fl ame. 
And, as I watch from my bed 
the unfolding pandemic and 
uprising, I see that this world is 
indeed on fi re.

Reading the New York Times’ 
recent retelling of George 
Floyd’s life wrings hot tears 
from me. I see too many 
family members and friends 
in him. I see too vividly his 

seemingly timeless post-birth 
bliss, cuddling with my family 
under a blanket of oxytocin, 
time had snuck into my home 
and pulled my oldest child 
further away from me. Another 
shoe size away, another growth 
spurt into a person I must 
eventually entrust to the 
world—to the people who will 
inevitably forget that, inside 
her grown-up frame, she is still 
my milk-sweet, fleshy baby.

In late May, I eagerly awaited the arrival of my second baby. As 
my due date—May 28th—approached, I found myself spending 
as much time thinking about the recent and disturbing murder 
of George Floyd as I spent thinking about giving birth. Unable 
to shake the image of his face smashed against the ground 
beneath an offi  cer’s knee, and unsuccessful at distracting myself 
with other pursuits, I fi nally sat down and wrote. My fears of 
delivering a new life into this world poured onto the page, as 
did my hopes for justice and transformation. To my delight, my 
written refl ection on birthing in the time of George Floyd was 
published in the Huff Post on May 31, just two days before I gave 
birth to my daughter Zuri.

Third Ward home in Houston, 
where I have experienced the 
hospitality of Mama Afua’s 
community birth center; and 
his chance at a new life in 
Minneapolis, where I have 
spent so many years of my own 
life. He was an athlete, a lover, 
a brother: “He would shake 
your hand with both hands.” 
Yet, a tiny detail, something 
about the image of him being 
so very tall—it hurts me. I 
look down at my fresh-born 
baby and I feel a multitude of 
fears. I feel the fear of every 
mother everywhere, who has 
watched their child grow into 
an adult that the world will 
not recognize as “still my little 
baby.” I think of my tall Black 
brother and I beg the world to 
remember that, beneath six-
plus feet of muscle and bone, 
he is still my mother’s little 
baby.

In the days after the home 
birth of my precious new 
daughter, we didn’t leave the 
house. When my husband 
eventually decided to take my 
four-and-a-half year-old for 
a walk, we discovered that, 
suddenly, none of her shoes 
fit. Only another parent can 
understand the battery of 
mixed emotions that hit me as 
I took in the betrayal of her six 
pairs of too-small shoes. While 
I had settled into three days of 

With a young babe in arms, 
parents experience both the 
demanding call of the present 
and the nagging pull of the 
yet-uncharted future. We can’t 
help but wonder: who will this 
little being become? Bleary-
eyed, playful musings on my 
children’s futures quickly grow 
wearisome when I am shaken 
back into the current moment 
and see my world again with 
clear eyes. My morning paper 
barely mentions yet another 
killing of a Black trans person. 
Another white man emails 
me to inform me of “how 
articulate” I am. I remember 
my last pre-COVID-19 Creole 
dinner plate, served by the 
cool grins of an all-white front 
of house staff , while the Black 
bussers and dishwashers 
sweat—tipless and unseen—in 
the hot kitchen. Today, my 
neighbors tut tut and shake 
their heads over the news, 
traveling slowly down the block 
like a summer afternoon fl ood: 
“Mister beat his wife again last 
night, tut tut.”

My four-year-old cups both 
her hands to my ear and 
whispers, “I’m going to be an 
enty-mologist and a ballerina 
dancer when I grow up, mama.” 
The racism, sexism, and other 
elaborately designed systems 
of social control and limitation 
that she will face daily stream 

Although I cannot contribute 
my body to the nightly 
protest counts, I have added 
my voice to the choir. I have 
added one more breath of 
oxygen to the fl ame.
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past my mind’s eye, but I hold 
her face and return a smile of 
confidence into her trusting 
gaze. Is it willful ignorance 
or fierce hope when a Black 
mother chooses to hold up 
her children’s aspirations, 
untarnished in one hand while 
holding the limitations of our 
society at bay with the other 
hand? Pulling my one-week-
old close and clinging to the 
already fading memory of the 
moment she emerged from my 
body, eyes wide to possibility, 
I know it is hope we Black 
mothers manifest.

For new mothers, postpartum 
hormones are a blessing and a 
curse. The tears, night sweats, 
adrenaline shakes, and fatigue 
blur into the elation, empathy, 
and empowerment that I feel 
as a new (again) mother. I 
remember deciding after my 
first birth that postpartum 
empathy is truly a superpower.
I wrote a treatise-slash-
Afro-futuristic fantasy novel 
in my mind about a society 
that bestows all political 
decision-making to its newly 
postpartum mothers, believing 
the world would be improved 

by their enhanced capacity 
for empathy. Imagine it: a 
congressional chamber with 
a circle of padded recliners 
occupied by new mothers 
and their nurslings, aids 
handing out briefing notes, 
mother’s milk tea, and hot 
water bottles, while we take on 
the questions our leaders are 
faced with today. Our council 
of mothers would not shy away 
from dismantling the police 
force, as our Democratic 
representatives wish to avoid. 
So fresh from wrestling our 
new earthlings from the 
precipice of life and death, we 
postpartum mothers would 
know what it means to build 
something new, and we would 
not fear the challenge. Our 
hormonally mediated empathy 
would not be shamed—as it so 
often is—but rather honored 
by our communities, and 
called upon in matters of 
justice. In George Floyd, we 
would, of course, see our own 
sons, and rage would fill our 
hearts. But, simultaneously, 
in Derek Chauvin and his 
three police accomplices, we 
would also see our children’s 
faces. And with compassionate 

sorrow, we would ask each 
other, “What has this world 
done to these men?” And 
then we would boldly face 
the painful labor of assigning 
just punishment for Floyd’s 
life taken in cruelty, and 
joyfully deconstructing the 
institutions that gave these 
officers the surety that their 
Black brother’s life was so very 
meaningless.

Far as we may be from my 
new mother’s congress, I 
remind myself to cherish this 
potent emotional experience 
that I have today, and not to 
shy away from the burden of 
empathizing so many mothers’ 
pain. I am not typically “a 
crier,” but I am letting the 
tears flow today. As they fall 
onto my daughter’s bare chest, 
she vaguely stirs in her sleep. 
I imagine all of the emotional 
energy that I am taking in from 
the world outside swirling 
through me: hope, grief, and 
rage being processed into 
the composition of my tears, 
and then absorbed into her 
innocent body, becoming her.
But her early exposure to 
society’s suffering does not 

scare me. I am the tap, and 
she is the garden. Like all 
parents, I hope to give her what 
she needs from this world in 
order to not just survive, but 
thrive. My task is not to filter 
out all of the pain for her, 
but to walk alongside her, to 
help her bear it. We cannot 
learn to build something new 
if we do not know what came 
before us. Like the protesters, 
journalists, preachers, and 
freedom fighters outside the 
shelter of my bedroom walls, 
like the eight Minneapolis city 
council members willing to 
make history by dismantling 
their police department this 
week, maybe she will be brave 
enough to burn it all and grow 
something new from the ashes.
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CRAW & ORDER
by Morris Blart, Esq.

Luke Howard | @lukehwrd

If you squint just right, you’ll 
remember the moment just a 
few weeks ago when the New 
Orleans Police Department 
(NOPD) was the belle of the 
ball. After a round of peaceful 
marches the narrative developed 
quickly: between the trench 
warfare that is Mardi Gras 
crowd control and the reforms 
required from the consent 
decree, the NOPD was a lean, 
mean civil-rights-respecting 
machine. After only a few days 
this cloying liberal balloon was 
popped, revealing a department 
willing to douse its residents 
with chemical weapons and 
rubber bullets. Surely, a twist 
none of us saw coming.

In this month’s Craw & Order, 
we take a closer look at a 
recently decided case coming 
out of Orleans Parish that 
made no headlines. This case 
opens a window into a type of 
police abuse that goes mostly 
unnoticed by society at large, 
but stuffs the inboxes of 
Louisiana civil rights lawyers: 
cops abusing children in 
public schools.

Lela Logan, Individually 
and on behalf of her minor 

child L.L. v. NOPD, et al.

If you haven’t been hearing 
about police violence coming 
out of Orleans Parish, you 
may get the impression that 
policing around these parts 
has drastically improved. One 
reason you might feel this way is 
because this city’s three largest 
print news sources are all owned 
by the same white Republican 
businessman. For example, 
if you were to google “Lela 
Logan” you would fi nd no press 
coverage regarding her or her 
minor child, L.L., and the police 
offi  cer who punched the child in 
the back of a squad car while he 
was handcuff ed. If you send your 
child to one of our city’s public 
schools, this story is probably 
not a shocker. What is surprising 
is that Lela Logan sued the 
NOPD. Less surprising, the case 
was dismissed on the basis of 
qualifi ed immunity.

The facts of this case read like 
a School-To-Prison Pipeline for 
Dummies manual. L.L. is a child 
with a number of disabilities 
who attended Morris Jeff  
Community School. For those 
of you blessed with the gift 
of not being parents, Morris 

Jeff  is generally considered 
one of the most progressive 
schools within the Orleans 
charter system, a concept 
supported by the willingness 
of white liberals to send their 
children there. L.L.’s behavioral 
health diagnoses include 
disruptive mood dysregulation 
disorder, impulse disorder, 
and oppositional defi ant 
disorder. These diagnoses 
are not pseudoscience, they 
are well-documented in the 

escorting L.L. to the patrol 
car, L.L.’s mother arrived and 
stepped towards her son to try 
and calm him. Officer Marshall 
told her to step back from the 
child, at which point L.L. spat 
at Officer Marshall’s face. The 
officer then moved L.L. to 
the back of the squad car and 
punched the handcuffed child. 
As a result of this incident, L.L. 
was institutionalized for 10 
months. Officer Marshall was 
not even disciplined.

If you want to sue a cop for punching 
your minor child with disabilities while 
they are handcuffed in the back of 
a patrol car, you need to fi nd a law 
or previous case that says that it is 
wrong for a cop to punch your minor 
child with disabilities while they are 
handcuffed in the back of a patrol car.

DSM and call for a battery of 
intensive therapies. In other 
words, this child is not “bad;” 
rather, he has extremely hard 
to treat disorders manifesting 
in a mental illness that causes 
him to act in a defi ant and 
uncooperative manner towards 
peers and authority fi gures. In 
this respect, lashing out at a 
child with these diagnoses for 
being disruptive is like lashing 
out at a person in a wheelchair 
for not being able to fi t through a 
narrow doorway.

In December of 2018, 
L.L. took an item from an 
administrator’s desk and hid 
it in the bathroom. When 
confronted, he got upset, 
raised his voice, and ran out 
of his classroom. Outside the 
classroom, he was physically 
restrained by a privately-
contracted security guard 
working for a company called 
L & R Security services (this 
company’s website shows 
that their prerequisites 
for employment appear to 
be having a security guard 
license, a high school diploma, 
and knowing your uniform 
size). After being physically 
restrained, L.L. began to throw 
books and chairs at the security 
guard. NOPD Officer Karl 
Marshall, already on the scene 
because he is a school resource 
officer, handcuffed the child. 
While Officer Marshall was 

There is no justifi cation for 
punching a handcuff ed child. 
If our Constitution or even our 
collective understanding of the 
concept of civil rights stood 
for anything, L.L. should have 
some recourse through our legal 
system. In May 2020, Judge Carl 
Barbier dismissed L.L’s lawsuit 
because of something called 
qualifi ed immunity. Qualifi ed 
immunity is not a law (in the 
Schoolhouse Rock! sense of the 
word). Rather, it is a doctrine 
created by the Supreme Court 
in the early 1980s, purportedly 
to allow “authorities” to fulfi l 
the duties of their jobs without 
having to fear lawsuits. So 
if you’re having a hard time 
remembering the year in which 
police were so scared of lawsuits 
that they didn’t arrest anyone, 
the year was 1982.

What qualifi ed immunity says is 
that you need to be able to prove 
that a public offi  cial’s violation 
of your constitutional rights was 
“objectively unreasonable in 
light of clearly established law at 
the time of the incident” before 
you can sue. To prove that an 
offi  cial was acting unreasonably 
you need to establish that there 
is “a legislative directive or case 
precedent that is suffi  ciently 
clear such that every reasonable 
offi  cial would have understood 
that what he is doing violates the 
law.” That’s legalese for: if you 
want to sue a cop for punching 



a magazine in his possession 
and requested that the offi  cers 
approach him and safely restrain 
him with handcuff s in order 
to ensure the safety of the 
responding offi  cers. Instead, the 
deputies bashed his head on the 
ground, causing severe injuries. 
Trask claimed unconstitutional 
excessive force by the deputies. 
Judge Greg Guidry disagreed, 
fi nding that the deputies’ actions 
were objectively reasonable. He 
dismissed the case on the basis 
of qualifi ed immunity.

There’s been some recent 
movement towards eliminating 
qualifi ed immunity; and while 
this is a positive step, it is one 
worth interrogating a little 
further. To view the elimination 
of qualifi ed immunity as some 
sort of panacea for police 
brutality still reifi es a free 
market supremacist logic 
in that it assumes that if we 
make police brutality really 
expensive it will incentivize 
municipalities to take the issue 
more seriously. But has our 
very expensive national health 
care system resulted in better 
health outcomes? Did the $5.5 
billion Deepwater Horizon 
settlement bring about a new era 
of environmental justice? Also, 
while qualifi ed immunity is a 
plague, it’s only one of numerous 
judicially-created barriers 
established by the courts to 
prevent holding the powerful 
accountable. So while chanting 
“no justice, no peace” is great, 
let’s make sure our defi nition of 
justice is a lot more expansive 
than dragging cops into court 
to answer for their porcinity. 
Since business is booming in the 
abolition industrial complex, 
we may as well pencil in the 
judiciary on to that list as well.

Morris Blart has no affi  liation 
with and is not a representative of 
billboard lawyer and handsome elder 
Morris Bart. And while Morris Blart 
is defi nitely 100% a lawyer you can 
trust, this column does not constitute 
legal advice. If you have any cases, 
ethics opinions, funny depositions, 
etc. that you would like to see covered 
in this column, please send leads to 
MorrisBlartandAssociates@gmail.com.
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your minor child with disabilities 
while they are handcuff ed in 
the back of a patrol car, you 
need to fi nd a law or previous 
case that says that it is wrong 
for a cop to punch your minor 
child with disabilities while they 
are handcuff ed in the back of a 
patrol car. If you can’t fi nd that 
law or that case, you’re out of 
luck, regardless of the fact that 
everyone seems to agree that it is 
wrong for a cop to punch a minor 
child with disabilities while they 
are handcuff ed in the back of a 
patrol car. L.L.’s lawyers couldn’t 
point to a law or case attesting 
that punching a child in the back 
of a patrol car is against the law, 
and so L.L.’s case against Offi  cer 
Marshall was dismissed.

L.L. also sued NOPD 
Superintendent Shaun Ferguson 
for failing to punish Offi  cer 
Marshall and for failing to 
train him. The claims against 
Ferguson were also dismissed 
because in order for a supervisor 
to be liable for the actions of his 
subordinate, L.L. would have to 
prove a policy or practice of the 
NOPD. So because L.L. couldn’t 
prove that the NOPD regularly 
punches children while 
handcuff ed in the back of police 
cars, the case against Ferguson 
was dismissed as well.

Another important thing to 
know about L.L.’s case is that 
Judge Barbier is probably the 
Louisiana judge you want when 
it comes to overseeing your 
civil rights case. He has a good 
reputation for taking these types 
of claims seriously. And while 
he’s a very by-the-book judge, if 
he’s dismissing your case out on 
the basis of qualifi ed immunity 
it’s a sure bet that every other 
judge in Louisiana would make 
the same call. Not just a couple 
of bad apples...

Obviously, NOPD is not the 
only police department that 
benefi ts from this level of police 
immunity. Here’s another quick 
look at a police abuse case that 
was dismissed and didn’t make 
the news.

Louis Marcus Trask v. 
St. Tammany Sheriff ’s 

Office, et al.

Four cops responding to reports 
of gunshots approached Louis 
Trask on a cul-de-sac in Slidell. 
As the deputies approached 
Trask, he told them that he had 
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More than three months into 
the pandemic, the politics of 
suffering have emerged in 
predictable forms. In a thinly-
veiled attempt to undermine the 
self-determination of pregnant 
people in Louisiana, anti-abortion 
politicians insisted that abortion 
was a nonessential medical 
service during the stay-at-home 
order. Initial reports indicate 
that rates of intimate partner 
violence have been on the rise 
while people are sequestered 
at home. For parents, the lack 
of a social safety net, including 
guaranteed childcare, adds a 
layer of uncertainty to an already 
anxiety-inducing experience. A 
recent uptick in racist attacks 
against people who present as 
Asian reflects vile rhetoric coming 
from the highest levels of the U.S. 
government—displacement of 
white anxieties about annihilation 
and projection of the ecocidal 
qualities of settler colonialism 
onto the “other.” People have 
taken to the streets to demand 
an end to anti-Blackness and 
policing, and the disproportionate 
COVID-19 death rate among 
Black Louisianians indicts racism 
in health care and the reality that, 
despite long-standing academic 
interest in the topic, health 
disparities will persist as long as 
white supremacy and colonialism 
fester. While COVID-19 has taken 
center stage, exploitation, control, 
and reproductive injustice are still 
running the show.

In the midst of so much pain and 
injustice, what has become of sex 
and intimacy? While physical 

by Jessica Chavez, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist

Intimacy and Panic in

Touchless Times

touch helps the body respond 
to stress starting in infancy, 
sex can be a powerful adult-
strength stress reliever, flooding 
the brain and the rest of the 
body with a chemical blueprint 
for connection, euphoria, and 
calm. Catastrophe turns some 
people on; but for many, sexual 
pleasure has been on hold thanks 
to anxious preoccupation, 
physical distancing, a complete 
lack of privacy, or some 
combination thereof. Sex is an 
underappreciated emotional 
regulator, and for those who enjoy 
it, not being able to express their 
sexuality in the ways they desire—
or with the people they desire—
will have profound consequences 
for mental wellbeing.

IDENTITY AS 
COMMODITY

As of late, the most sought-after 
object of desire appears to be an 
“improved” version of one’s self. 
Self-actualization professionals—
would-be Instagram influencers 
for example—have proven 
unflappable, pressuring followers 
to reframe the pandemic as an 
opportunity to master gourmet 
cooking, productivity, and 
workout routines. This country’s 
love affair with narcissism has 
also motivated the more recent 
proliferation of performative 
and one-stop allyship (coming 
specifically from non-Black 
social media users and business 
leaders). The common trait is 
that these people are taking 
advantage of a chaotic time in 
order to build their own brands 

and market quick fixes for feelings 
of fear and inadequacy. They’re 
onto something—many people 
are seeking relief in all types of 
commodities, from new identities 
to physical objects. As such, the 
human desire for connection has 
also been displaced onto online 
shopping, a fetish sport for lonely 
quarantine life (and white denial) 
in late capitalism.

Even the peddlers of self-
improvement, however, were 
born naked and crying, grasping 
for someone to soothe them. 
Beginning in those first moments 
of life and throughout childhood, 
a soothing touch from a caregiver 
communicates that all is well. 
These experiences are the 
foundation for learning how to 
soothe oneself.

TOUCH IS NOT A LUXURY

Into adulthood, touching the 
people we love continues to 
bring comfort and help balance 
the body’s physiological stress 
response. It’s trendy to refer 
to this ability to bounce back 
from stress as “resilience;” 
but since Hurricane Katrina, 
New Orleanians have become 
experts in resisting whitewashed 
discourses of resilience that fall 
short of acknowledging that 
people shouldn’t be dealing 
with conditions that demand 
resilience in the first place. The 
ability to recover from stress is 
not an individual quality, but 
rather born out of connections 
among people. Supportive 
relationships literally help 
people survive. This is why 
protesters have decided to accept 
the possible risk of socially 
distanced mass gatherings—to 
physically manifest the demand 
for liberation because Black lives 
depend on it.

Whether you live with others 
or your COVID-era homelife 
has been solitary, the pandemic 
has likely reconfigured your 
relationship with physical 
touch.  Even as the city moves 
slowly towards reopening, 
social distancing guidelines still 
recommend avoiding physical 
intimacy with anyone outside 
of one’s household. People who 
are starved of physical touch as a 
result have been cut off from an 
important source of comfort. In 
the absence of this outlet, nascent 
or new relationships with an 
intoxicating substance, restrictive 
or compulsive eating, the internet, 

or self-harm may emerge or 
intensify. These relationships 
with behaviors or substances 
serve a purpose—they help people 
get by when they don’t have other 
viable options—but they can 
come at a cost. A compassionate 
response to oneself and to others 
who are coping in these ways 
recognizes that these activities 
are not self-destructive, but 
self-preserving in situations 
where connection with others is 
impossible or terrifying.

REGRESSION

Nobody comes out of childhood 
without scars, and all parents 
fail in one way or another. It 
sounds pessimistic, but I find 
that most of my patients are 
relieved to hear this because it 
helps them to feel less alone and 
less broken. People also tend to 
reenact early pain, and sex can 
tap into that pain with precision. 
In addition to the scars left from 
relationships with caregivers, 
social repression dictates how and 
whom one should desire. Thus, it’s 
not surprising that many people 
find adult sexuality challenging 
because engaging with it forces 
them to confront wounded and 
shameful parts of themselves. And 
right now, this confrontation is 
likely to be further intensified.

Highly stressful situations like 
the pandemic tend to intensify 
regression, the force that 
brings out a younger version of 
ourselves. Regression can be an 
opportunity to revisit the past in 
the service of healing, but it can 
also be destabilizing and scary. 
It can bring out the worst in 
us. The path to emotional and/
or sexual intimacy is usually 
confusing and painful because 
we tend to recreate dynamics 
that are both comforting in their 
familiarity but also emotionally 
painful. I want to make it clear 
that it’s not OK when physical 
violence, threats thereof, or 
willful humiliation are present. 
(I’m also not referring to BDSM, 
which is an unrelated and 
unfairly stigmatized form of 
consensual sexual engagement.) 
Rather, my point is that our 
interpersonal patterns tend to 
resemble the painful aspects of 
relationships with caregivers. In 
fact, pleasure is more often than 
not tinged with childhood pain. 
Being holed up with a partner 
right now might mean that these 
dynamics are intensified or 
more easily observable. While 
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I genuinely don’t believe that 
anyone can or should avoid these 
patterns completely, it is possible 
to understand them, talk about 
them, and respond to emotional 
pain in less self-defeating ways.

Spending the majority of our 
time at home means that the 
external stimuli we encounter 
are increasingly predictable. 
Despite eff orts to drink, purge, or 
shop away one’s feelings, staying 
in forces a confrontation with 
our own bodies. When given no 
choice but to look inward, many 
of us will fi nd not only stress 
related to current circumstances, 
but also embodied trauma. 
Whether caused by a single 
event, complex trauma over time, 
intergenerational transmission, 
or histories of genocide, 
enslavement, and ongoing 
violence, trauma lives in people’s 
bodies as physical sensations and 
physiological response patterns, 
often without accompanying 
words or memories to make 
sense of them.

DISSOCIATION

Dissociation describes what 
happens when a sensory 
or emotional experience is 
fractured off  from the rest of 
one’s experience. This can 
look like “spacing out,” getting 
lost in a small task, or feeling 
immobilized when distressed. 
Contrary to the popular 
understanding of dissociation, 
it is not inherently bad, but 
an essential part of day-to-
day functioning. It would be 
unrealistic to expect ourselves 
to always feel things to the 
fullest extent; and during a 
potentially traumatic encounter, 
dissociation protects us from 
being completely overwhelmed. 
After a trauma, however, people 
sometimes rely on dissociation 
to the extent that it interferes 
with day-to-day functioning. 
In pandemic life, without the 
imposed structure of a daily 
routine and the ability to feel in 
control of one’s circumstances, 
people who are traumatized 
are likely experiencing more 
dissociation. People who rely on 
dissociation often fi nd engaging 
in sex challenging—they can fi nd 
it diffi  cult to feel present and 
embodied, or to fully inhabit the 
tactile intimacy sex can aff ord. 
For some, the added stress of 
the pandemic could make it 
impossible to “let go” enough to 
enjoy sex. For many, isolation 

may be a welcome respite from 
the unpredictable, overwhelming 
social world, where unwanted 
or unexpected physical touch 
conjures the dissociated 
sensations of violence.

I want to honor the myriad 
ways people experience and 
express sexuality—or experience 
themselves as asexual, for that 
matter. It is important to be 
wary, however, of a form of 
sex positivity that tells us that 
we should be able to brush off  
repression, confusion, and shame 
to claim our rightful desires. 
We aren’t so predictable, and 
sometimes healing requires 
that we take time to understand 
the biographical, political, and 
interpersonal underpinnings 
of our diffi  culties. Trauma 
is ubiquitous, but unevenly 
distributed. Dealing with sexual 
shame or inhibition is not simply 
a matter of letting go of propriety, 
but about violence infl icted 
directly and indirectly on 
people’s bodies—for example, the 
fear that if one lets go sexually, 
that others will be able to read 
(or even reinfl ict) the wounds 
of incest and/or rape on their 
bodies. Now, more than ever, we 
have to accept that many of us 
lived through painful and dark 
realities before the pandemic—
denial will only hide us from 
each other and ourselves. This 
may be a moment to confront old 
demons, bravely accept ourselves 
and others on a deeper level, and 
redefi ne intimacy in our ever-
evolving new normal.

Need urgent help? Call the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-
273-8255 or visit their website at 
suicidepreventionlifeline.org to chat 
or fi nd resources. The New Orleans 
Family Justice Center is available 
for help at 504-866-9554 if you feel 
unsafe in a relationship. General 
questions or comments, email Jessica 
at jchavezphd@gmail.com. This 
article does not constitute medical 
advice and is not intended as a 
substitute for medical care.

Illustrations by Kallie Tiff au



Inspector General concluded in 
a recent report that the program 
issued tickets in school zones 
when schools weren’t in session  
and was in violation of the local 
ordinance in addition to other 
offenses. In 2017 alone, the 
program issued over 400,000 
citations, estimating $24 million 
in revenue for the City.

A year later, The Lens reported on 
the case of Clint Carter, who was 
arrested for allegedly conducting 
a drug transaction, according 
to the observations of a “known 
undercover officer” listed in 
the police report detailing his 
arrest. It’s still unknown if this 
officer was present but Mr. 
Carter’s public defender, Laura 
Bixby stated, “The police were 
very unclear about whether this 
‘known undercover officer’ was 
actually on the scene or whether 
he was at the real time crime 
center watching the cameras, 
or somewhere else entirely.” No 
drugs were found in the vicinity. 
Nearly a year after Mr. Carter’s 
arrest, two cameras bearing 
NOPD logos were found outside 
the former home of Active 
Solutions, LLC’s vice president 
and chief operations officer, Jeff 
Burkhardt. Interestingly enough, 
Active Solutions supplies and 
installs crime cameras for the 
City and Burkhardt is currently 
separated from his wife. The 
cameras were mysteriously 
removed within 24 hours of The 
Lens contacting Mr. Burkhardt 
for comment on their story. 
And just last month, the RTCC’s 
Communications Chief, Adam 
Brickeen, was suspended for 
social media posts supporting 
violence against peaceful 
protesters, displaying far 
right wing theories regarding 
antifa’s involvement in recent 
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The Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans (MaCCNO) is a broad-based coalition and registered 501c3 non-profit corporation that collaborates with, organizes, and empowers 
the New Orleans music and cultural community to preserve and nurture the city’s culture, to translate community vision into policy change, and to create positive economic impact.

In February 2019, the Office of 
the Independent Police Monitor 
(OIPM) coordinated a tour of the 
city’s Real Time Crime Center 
(RTCC) for concerned criminal 
justice advocates, organizations, 
and community members. 
The RTCC is a direct result of 
former Mayor Landrieu’s $40 
million Citywide Public Safety 
Improvement Plan, which 
allows city employees and law 
enforcement officials to view 
527 city-owned cameras 24/7 to 
“provide critical information to 
first responders in the field and 
to assist with investigations of 
criminal activity or quality of life 
concerns.” After that tour, some 
of those same community-based 
organizations and nonprofits 
formed the Eye on Surveillance 
Coalition (EOS) to halt our 
local government’s expansion 
of surveillance tools, explore 
evidence-based anti-surveillance 
options for public safety through 
community input, and protect 
vulnerable communities from 
potential harm associated with 
government surveillance.

Surveillance has a distinct and 
deeply troubled history rooted 
in racism and white supremacy, 
dating back to the 17th century 
with slave passes, which 
functioned as a means to identify 
enslaved Africans by “giving 
the dates and destination of the 
carrier’s travel,” as outlined in 
Christian Parenti’s The Soft Cage: 
Surveillance in America From 
Slavery to the War on Terror. 
This antebellum-era form of 
identification was followed up 
by the lantern laws of the 1800s, 
where enslaved people were 
instructed to carry lanterns 
if found traversing after dusk 
and unaccompanied by a white 
person. We see those same values 

New Orleans Looks To Ban Facial Recognition Tech 
by Members of the Eye On Surveillance Coalition (EOS)

play out today on our streets, in 
the form of “broken window” 
policing, the FBI’s investigation 
of Black Lives Matter movement 
members as “Black Identity 
Extremists,” the RTCC’s proactive 
use in police investigations, etc.

The City of New Orleans has 
few limitations or restrictions 
on what types of surveillance 
technology it can use, and 
currently no process for 
oversight. Although the RTCC’s 
internal policy (only four pages 
long) forbids the use of facial 
recognition technology, other law 

enforcement agencies like the 
Louisiana State Police and FBI 
can request surveillance footage 
from the NOPD and then utilize 
their own facial recognition 
software on it. This is particularly 
worrisome; facial recognition has 
high rates of error, particularly 
among black and brown women, 
as found during a 2018 study 
conducted by MIT . The RTCC 
uses a $2.8 million software 
called BriefCam that has facial 
recognition capabilities, though 
the City states it isn’t in use. The 
software can detect, track, and 
identify people and objects from 
video, including: men, women, 
children, clothing, bags, vehicles, 
animals, color, and more. Along 
with BriefCam, taxpayers pay 
$3.8 million annually for the 
RTCC’s operations.

On June 18, Councilmember-
at-large Jason Williams 
introduced Ordinance 33021, 

which proposes to slow the 
City’s expansion of surveillance 
technology, as well as increase 
oversight and transparency 
regarding the use of surveillance 
as a public safety measure. 
The ordinance proposes to 
ban not only facial recognition 
technology, but also new 
surveillance technologies 
like new Automatic License 
Plate Readers (ALPRs), cell 
site simulators, etc. The 
ordinance also requires that 
proposals to implement new 
types of surveillance allow 
30 days for public comment 

and a city council vote before 
implementation, as well as 
annual audits on the City’s 
surveillance use. EOS has spent 
the last year authoring this 
ordinance, collaborating with 
community stakeholders and 
anti-surveillance organizers 
nationwide to create a policy that 
begins the process of divesting 
valuable public resources from 
surveillance, while also holding 
the City accountable for its use of 
these resources for surveillance.

Surveillance has been firmly and 
strategically placed in the toolkit 
of not only policing but also 
criminalizing black, brown, and 
marginalized communities for 
a very long time. Unfortunately, 
this is not something lost on 
New Orleans as the technology 
is ripe for misuse. The Traffic 
Camera Safety Program (TCSP) 
has operated within city limits 
since 2007. The Office of the 

The City of New Orleans has few 
limitations or restrictions on what types 
of surveillance technology it can use, 
and currently no process for oversight.
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TALES FROM THE PEN
by Leather

The following has been transcribed (with minimal edits 
for clarity and format) from hand-written letters by our 
correspondent “Leather,” who is currently serving a sentence 
in the Orleans Justice Center—a.k.a. Orleans Parish Prison, 
or OPP—for charges related to a family dispute, subsequent 
warrants, and the labyrinthian carceral state in general.

uprisings across the country and 
COVID-19’s introduction into 
the U.S. These three examples 
highlight several forms of 
abuse that privacy advocates 
have been raising for years 
regarding surveillance tech that 
neither includes community-
led safeguards nor benefi ts its 
members.

With your support—and 
following in the organizing 
eff orts of cities like San 
Francisco, Oakland, Cambridge, 
Northampton, etc.—New 
Orleans can be the fi rst city 
in the South to ban the use of 
facial recognition technology. 
The proposed policy establishes 
a public hearing and approval 
process for the use or expansion 
of any surveillance technology. 
It also ensures that people’s 
private information—including 
their immigration status—is 
only collected when absolutely 
necessary and, if collected, is 
not shared with or sold to other 
entities. City departments that 
use surveillance technologies 
will also have to report on 
the use of these technologies 
annually, describing if any civil 
liberties were compromised 
and the cost to taxpayers. Given 
the recent cyber attacks, it is 
imperative that the City takes 
steps like this to minimize the 
amount and type of data it may 
expose about residents.

The facial recognition ban 
will be heard by the Smart and 
Sustainable Cities Committee 
on Wednesday, July 8 and will 
then be voted on by the full 
council on Thursday, July 16. 
With the mounting evidence of 
racial bias, the lack of privacy 
protections, major inaccuracies 
leading to the potential arrests 
of innocent citizens, and costly 
investment in tech that doesn’t 
keep our community safe, we 
ask that you submit a public 
comment supporting Ordinance 
33021 banning the use of facial 
recognition software.

For more on the Eye On 
Surveillance Coalition, go to 
eyeonsurveillance.org.

This space is provided to MaCCNO 
as a community service and does not 
necessarily refl ect the opinions or 
editorial policies of ANTIGRAVITY

Part 1
“I Can’t Breathe”

Damn when will this brutality 
end? The killin’ of young black 
men is out of control. Seems 
like we’ve been gettin unjustly 
killed since Emmett Till and 
nothing has changed since then. 
It’s only that now because of 
technology we see fi rst hand 
what black men have witnessed 
for centuries. The world seemed 
shocked when the media showed 
the beating of Rodney King, 
something that thousands of 
blacks in inner cities across 
America have endured in 
every black neighborhood, but 
couldn’t say anything because 
of retaliation by police offi  cers, 
black and white, where they 
lived. Now another black 
man—I’m sorry I can’t just say a 
man, I have to emphasize a black 
man—killed in the street, on 
camera begging for his life. Even 
the people around ask to let him 
breathe. Aren’t they supposed to 
be trained? Now look at all the 
extra problems this has caused: 
protest, arrest, looting, burning 
of buildings, total chaos around 
the world. We were trying to 
overcome the coronavirus, and 
now this. There went social 
distancing.

But I myself really don’t care. 
Should we be tired of peaceful 
demonstrations? They say it’s 
crazy, we would vandalize our 
own neighborhoods. We live 
in these neighborhoods [but] 
most of the shops are owned by 
Asians and Arabs (no off ense). 
In New Orleans most of the 
black neighborhoods have been 
bought by young white yuppies, 
even the Treme area which is 
the oldest black neighborhood 
in the country, but is owned 
by predominantly whites. 
And a lot of this is a result of 
police brutality because post-
Katrina, the Treme was drug 
infested, low rent houses, 
ragged streets, and known 
for having a high rate of slum 
lords. But in just a few years 

it was turned around. Police 
began to harass the people, 
arrest at high rates, and then 
they began their gentrifying 
phase. This is why we can’t 
let George Floyd’s murder or 
murderers go unrecognized. 
All we want is justice in this 
matter, [the murderers] 
charged properly, booked under 
those charges, and not given 
any more privileges than any 
other cold blooded murderer, 
because that’s just what he is, 
nothing less. We are tired of 
seeing young black men getting 
killed and their killers walking 
away with a slap on the wrist or 
less. This has got to stop or it’s 
gonna end up bad, really bad. 
And what saddens me is if the 
races were reversed it would be 
a diff erent outcome.

Defi nition: Breathe (brêth)
1. To live 2. To rest

 Rest George Floyd, Rest

Part 2
(Jailhouse Interviews)

The saddest words I ever heard 
spoken: “I CAN’T BREATHE.” 
That very moment felt like the 
world stood still, and a little 
piece of me died. I then realized 
what my ancestors went through 
for me, and like all the great 
men before him George Floyd 
went through this for our future 
generations: black, white, and 
every other race. So I ask you, 
how did it make you feel seeing 
George Floyd get killed?

22 year-old Black Male
Police brutality is wrong. I 
believe that the white man 
should understand that the 
way he had his knee on George 
Floyd’s neck was messed up 
and that was not right. He 
deserves to have a life sentence 
for that. I don’t understand 
why people who are police take 
advantage of they authority. 
We have the right to protest 
about our rights. And also 
we deserve the same respect. 
BLACK LIVES MATTER.

33 year-old Black Male
(Can’t we just get along) Man 
where do I start? First off  I feel 
that they were way out of line 
putting they knee on that man 
neck like that. I say they cause 
the other three just stood there 
as nothing was going on. Cop or 
not they should interfere cause 
it was plain ol wrong, what leads 
me to my next feeling: What is 
America coming to? That could 
have been my dad, brother, 
uncle, friend, last but not least, 
ME! Smh if this don’t bring us 
together as a whole nothing will… 
RIP George Floyd. My heart goes 
out to the Floyd family. You have 
my deepest sympathy.

35 year-old White Male
I’m 35 years old and out of my 17 
years as an adult I’ve spent a good 
half of that behind bars. I’ve had 
8 major felony arrests and was 
convicted on four. So I’ve had my 
run ins with the law. Good cops 
and dirty cops. When I saw on 
the news about what happened 
to George Floyd it really hit 
home, because that could of been 
me several diff erent times. But 
fi nally after hundreds of years 
of slavery and racism the world 
fi nally woke up with a voice and 
George Floyd didn’t die in vain. 
And I pray that this is only the 
beginning. [ANTIGRAVITY 
editors were saddened to learn 
that this interviewee, Christian 
Freeman, collapsed and died while 
incarcerated on June 25.]

26 year-old Black Male
Police jobs supposed to protect 
and serve? Why is there still racial 
profi ling? It took for George 
Floyd, another black man, to lose 
his life to police brutality for it to 
be seen that it still goes on around 
the world... Police look at all us 
black men as suspects! Which 
makes them enforce they power 
on a black man. Why?

38 year-old Black Male
I ask myself if we are so strong 
as a people why do we have to 
put up with the same thing for 
years? I think that it is time for 
us to step up and let them know 
that we have pride and rights 
in America because we are all 
human and that’s how they need 
to treat us, no other way but fair. 
Because that’s the right thing to 
do. It makes me sad to know that 
we can’t come together as One. 
And to think I have a little girl to 
raise in this world. I wish peace 
and joy to our world. I’m praying 
for everyone.
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We’re Definitely Not 
Going Out Tonight:

a Special Interest Tour Diary
by Maria Elena

It’s been two weeks in the U.K. 
but it feels like a month. We were 
invited to play Static Shock Fest in 
London this fateful spring in the 
year 2020. We booked additional 
U.K. tour dates in what turned out 
to be a very unfortunately-timed 
trip to Europe.

As we roll our bags through 
Heathrow Airport, Grace Jones’ 
“My Jamaican Guy” plays 
overhead and I begin to get an 
inkling of what will become 
extremely evident: The U.K. 
I’ve sought for 25 years is both 
dead and alive and well. An easy 
assertion to come to as we prepare 
to play a massive international 
contemporary punk fest and stroll 
through Camden Market, past 
stalls that sell digital prints of 
The Clash. For how unbelievably 
commodified punk is, we sure 
can’t seem to let it go.

The night before we flew to 
London we played a banger 
in New York City—Terrorist, 
L.O.T.I.O.N., and the real love 

Maria Elena plays guitar in Special Interest, a local four 
piece punk band that combines elements of glam rock and no 
wave for a precise and deranged vision of punk. Propulsive 
drum machines and swirling layers of detuned samples by 
Ruth Mascelli, with driving bass lines from Nathan Cassiani, 
create the foundation for Maria’s angular guitar work and 
Ruth’s dissonant synth lines. Front and center are Alli Logout’s 
commanding vocals and razor-sharp lyrics, moving from high 
camp satire to insightful political imperatives, often within the 
course of one song. Special Interest has been playing together for 
four years. This was their first European tour.

angel music baby Dreamcrusher. 
It was a killer Tuesday night 
show. We lost our goddamn 
minds to Dreamcrusher, and 
NYC rock photographers were 
flashing, trying to get a sliver of 
the intensity this goddess brings 
to their audience. I got prickly 
as these fools took up much of 
the space among 150 people who 
travelled across NYC and parted 
with 15 bucks on a Tuesday night 
to see a show. I found myself 
staring at the digital screens to 
see how they lost their shot to 
the strobe and incense smoke.

Two days later at our sold-out 
Static Shock show in London, 
a girl hopped on the stage at 
D.I.Y. Space London to shoot 
pictures of our lead singer Alli 
while standing directly in front 
of me (rude!).  Later, as I reached 
new highs of lividity about these 
photographers I saw the photos 
from NYC. See, I do think there 
is something fucked about a lot 
of photographers. The truth is 
photography is this emotional 

intersection of self and other, and 
there’s mountains of meaning 
in what the lens catches. There 
is something deeply suspect if 
this show is the only photos of 
Black artists you will take this 
year. And honestly, if your heart 
isn’t there and this is a parasitic 
documentation of the exotique, 
your photos will always turn 
out like shit. But I look on my 
phone and damn, some of the 
NYC photos are incredible. Lil 
Maria inside me is freaking out. 
IT’S FREAKING INCREDIBLE 
THAT BANDS LOOK LIKE 
THIS. So I believe the true lovers 
out there manage to document 
something well and the others 
are pests. What can you do?1

It’s day three of Static Shock 
and we’re at ExFed, a warehouse 
space in London. The sound 
is compromised by the vast 
head space but the kids are still 
bopping around. Some folks 
are on stage making grand 
statements about how fucked up 
things are and Sanders is falling 
further and further behind and 
we all are dressed the same. 
These macro assertions—us and 
them. Wake up EVERYBODY 
ELSE. We’re the ones who will 
change it ALL. They all sound 
so oblique and thin at the same 
time. Who knew a few months 
later it really would be us versus 
them? Here’s to hoping those 
pale English boys are in the 
streets now humbly supporting 
Black organizers.

I have the pleasure of sitting 
at a picnic table outside of 
ExFed and talking to Bryony 
Beynon2 and a Canadian who 
works in harm reduction in 
Dublin named Legs. We mostly 
talk about volunteer-run harm 
reduction work from a global 
perspective, and it’s heartening 
to know that people remain 
volunteering their time and 
doing the true DIY work of 
giving people what they need. 
There’s a fascinating, deeply 
triggering moment when I 
realize I’m analogizing safe 
injection sites to (doomed) 
punk collective spaces. I mean 
don’t get me wrong, I am so 
proud of the work our friends 
are doing and thank gawd the 
energy of our tireless punk 

coordinators isn’t going into a 
damn zine library, but shit is 
harrowing. Gawd bless the punk 
coordinators! May you get paid 
a living wage and may there be 
a beautiful, accessible, rural, 
intersectional, punk retirement 
home in 30 to 40 years.

“Can you ban men from your 
shows?” Becky asks me. Becky 
is a young queer I had the 
pleasure of talking to at the two 
London shows (they had us 
sign their record they brought 
to the show!). “I hear you, but 
we don’t roll like that,” I reply. 
It’s something some of our 
audience seems to really want. 
They want us to make it safe 
for them to stand still, heads 
bobbing unperturbed. Don’t 
get me wrong, young Becky 
danced their ass off.3 But many 
people that get right up close, 
specifically the sexagenarian 
record collectors and well-
meaning white feminists, aren’t 
trying to lose their goddamn 
minds and we are not here to 
support that. As a sweaty Tejana 
with a bad back who loses her 
goddamn mind right in front 
when given the chance to see her 
favorite bands, I’m telling you: 
we came here to dance.

There’s this real lack of 
awareness of the difference 
between safety from truly 
fucked up people and general 
crowd control, so you stand still 
up at the front of the crowd, 
right in front of the band, 
watching what is a truly vital 
front person, and drink the 
cocktail you paid £8 for. In the 
end, I’m biased. The band we 
formed is something I dreamt 
of since I was 15. If I was in 
the audience I would be losing 
my goddamn mind. I am often 
bubbling over with love and awe 
for what my bandmates create. I 
can’t help but bliss out and sing 
along. I often mess up as I play 
because of this. The girl can’t 
help it, y’know?

We’re a week in and it’s become 
clear that Corona is about to 
really fuck up everything. What 
can I say about Corona? As each 
day passed we were more and 

1. I pushed the London photographer 
off the stage. ¯\_(ツ)_/¯
2. Another love angel music baby whom 
you may know from Good Throb and 
BB & The Blips

3. Gawd bless you, Becky in London. 
and Madeleine in Manchester, and 
Alice in Kansas City. And Sun and Rach 
in Toronto. gawd bless all you young 
ones that dance your butts off or stand 
alert with your eyes darting instrument 
to instrument picking what you like. 
I’m pre-ordering all your records.

Photo by M
arcus
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more marred with worry and 
guilt. Each day after the travel 
ban we held a band meeting. Is 
it ethical to play a show? Are we 
endangering our audience? Our 
loved ones? The shows were all 
pretty much sold out but the 
capacities ranged from 50 to 
150 max. We charted our tour 
coughs and congestion. March in 
the U.K. meant cold, wet, rainy 
English weather, often sleeping 
in chilly rooms, with the added 
insult of snow in Glasgow. Do 
you go home? Do you give ‘em 
one last show? We chose to give 
‘em a show—a show that in turn 
felt unbelievably bleak to play.

I’m shuffl  ing through everything. 
We have so few European tour 
hallmarks. At least one of us 
looks haunted in every photo. 
I cried in public in Scotland as 
borders closed. An extremely 
Scottish older fan that night 
did leaven our heavy souls. He 
stood up front, gripping his pint. 
He raised his fi st and yelled 
in his extremely Glaswegian 
accent, “LYRICS, LYRICS!” 
He also kept saying “DAHRK 
ENTRIES” about one of Nathan’s 
Bauhausian bass lines.

As I fl ew home alone without my 
treasured bandmates, anxious 
that I had a temperature and 
would be held indefi nitely at one 
of the airports4, I tried to make 
sense of this international punk 
world and its role in our lives. I 
mean, what actually is important 
when the world is in this state? 
Subcultures are panacea and 
salvation. Punk chants are catchy 
but this “us/them” thing is so 
bunk when we know the truth 
of how people treat each other. 
Fashion punks were always (and 
remain) useless. In general, an 
analysis of punk past or present 
is: A) a waste of time, B) probably 
a narrow scope, and C) stinks 
of colonialism and misguided 
ownership. The real analysis we’re 
begging for is how so many punks 
are actually very into ownership 

but rarely into responsibility. It’s 
ownership of truth, ownership 
of a leather jacket, ownership of 
a dog, a Toyota truck—yet in the 
face of confl ict or that moment 
to directly act within a social 
schema, punks are the last to act 
and the fi rst to say, “Oh I knew 
that was gonna happen” after the 
damn fact.

Before tour, back on Mardi Gras 
day, we were having our third 
annual ridiculous punk show. 
Alli was vibed out by a creepy 
young white dude and then 
subsequently told by a punk 
attendee, “That dude is this guy 
I know about that’s racist.” He 
had been staring aggressively at 
Alli and spitting at the ground 
in front of them. I was one of 
many who noticed this asshole 
at our show in the parking lot. I 
waited until three songs into our 
set to stop playing and push him 
away from the front. I should 
have been getting him out of 
there when TOAD was playing 
and I fi rst noticed him staring 
people down. The people who 
recognized him should have 
done it immediately. Why do 
we wait for these idiots to prove 
what shit they are? We have got 
to do better. If we aren’t taking 
the responsibility for caring 
about Black life, if we aren’t 
actively dismantling our own 
bullshit and pursuing a life in 
service to the truth we’re always 
talking about, we might as well 
keep driving past a place as 
special as New Orleans.

I’ve been home for two 
weeks now. There’s a parasite 
enveloping the garden that 
my beloved planted. Its thin 
fl eshy yellow vines curl around 
the stems of the mugwort and 
arugula and reach out to the 
next stem. It’s called cuscuta. As 
I squat alone in the dirt pulling 
it off  plant by plant, I can’t help 
but notice the similarities to 
COVID it has. It would blanket 
the whole world if it could. 

Special Interest just released 
their second album The Passion 
Of. You can stream it on 
specialinterestno.bandcamp.com.

4. Consequently, I was only asked if 
I’d been to China or Italy and then 
waved through. There were almost zero 
precautions in London or the U.S.

D.I.Y. Space London (photo by Ana Garcia)

Alli serenading J. Darcy Cabrera of the incomparable MURO, sweet friends from 
Colombia who had their own Corona saga that included a 24 hour non stop drive 
from Malmö to London as Scandinavian borders closed. Static Shock Fest 2020, 
D.I.Y. Space London (photo by Amber Valence)

Our last Supper in London featuring Marcus, the tour driver of dreams and an organizer 
for the extremely signifi cant Decolonize Fest. He is loved across the globe and we are 
grateful to have spent this uniquely trying time with him. Waiting Room, London

I am often bubbling over with love 
and awe for what my bandmates 
create. I can’t help but bliss out 
and sing along. I often mess up as 
I play because of this.
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I know your mom, but I 
don’t know much about you, 
so could you tell me a little 
about yourself ?
Daviri Wallace: I was born 
in St. Bernard Projects, but 
I lived on the Westbank for 
a good bit of my early years. 
Then we moved to Chalmette, 
and I stayed there from like 
third grade all the way up to my 
senior year. Except for one year, 
when I moved to Texas for the 
first half of my senior year and I 
came back and graduated from 
Chalmette. I played basketball 

and ran track for like two years. 
Played basketball since the 8th 
grade. I am into clothes and 
fashion and things like that. 
That is a big thing for me now. I 
think I want to pursue a career 
in modeling, depending how 
things go.

That’s actually a lot of 
hobbies and goals. Thank 
you for sharing that. So, who 
was your father, before this 
incident?
DW: So my dad went to jail on 
my first birthday, when I just 

name is Chris Joseph. They 
were together and they were 
supposed to be dealing drugs 
to a certain person. The police 
were in unmarked cars and they 
just looked like regular people. 
So they came up to the car and 
they pulled guns on them. I 
know that in my dad’s head—he 
is the type of person, and he is in 
that certain life—he didn’t know 
that they were police officers, 
so he just thought they were 
probably going to rob them or 
kill them. But they didn’t have 
guns or drugs in the car, so they 
didn’t have a need to act fast. 
The officers said that Chris tried 
to put the car in reverse and pull 
off. Then he struck an officer. 
But the car never moved, so 
they just started shooting up the 
car. They shot Chris five times; 
he died on the spot. One of the 
bullets went out of Chris and 
through my dad’s neck. It hit one 
of the officers on the other side 
of the car. My dad died on the 
operating table and the other 
officer was in critical condition. 
They said he pulled through.

I read the Fox 8 article of 
your dad and your Uncle 
Chris. In this story I know 
that they talk in depth about 
the criminal background 
of your uncle and your dad. 
Do you know if any other 
reports have even given any 
background information on 
the cops involved? Like any 
type of records or anything?
DW: No. We don’t even know 
their names.

I know that there was a 
civil case. Were there ever 
criminal charges brought 
against the officers?
DW: No ma’am.

Who has done an 
investigation?
DW: Paul Dudley, a [WWLTV] 
news reporter, has been 
investigating the case.

As far as the DA’s police 
investigation, that was all done 
through Jefferson Parish?
DW: Yes.

Do you know if the state 
has ever tried to open an 
investigation?
DW: No Ma’am.

Life after Police Violence:
a Q&A with Daviri Wallace

Interview by Rachel Speck

I taught with Lavette Floyd for four years in my time living in New 
Orleans. I went to her masters graduation party and was able to briefly 
meet her three sons. While we worked together, Floyd lost two of her 
sons’ fathers to white men, who were never charged for their deadly 
encounters. At that time, Daviri Wallace was her only son that still 
had his biological father, Daviri Robertson. A year later, Daviri lost his 
father and an uncle, Chris Joseph, in 2019 when unidentified Jefferson 
Parish police officers opened fire on the car that Robertson and Joseph 
were in. With all the media attention on police brutality recently, Daviri 
(now 19 years old) wanted to tell his dad’s story, as well as his own. In 
this interview (conducted in the presence of his mother), Daviri talks 
about who his father and uncle were to him, the incident that took their 
lives, Jefferson Parish police, media representation, protests, and more.

turned one. I would go visit him 
with my grandma but I don’t 
remember a lot of the visits. I 
only remember one. I remember 
him having glasses and he was 
just talking to me about a lot 
of stuff. But then he got out of 
jail when I turned seven, and 
my mom and grandma were 
all there. I just remember 
running to him, even though I 
didn’t really know him. I just 
remember full sprint running 
to him because that’s my dad. 
From that point, we just started 
to connect. We stayed in Texas 
for a few, and he stayed out there 
when I moved back. Then when 
he moved back down here, he 
got a house right down the street 
from where my mama stayed 
and I would go back and forth 
between the two. We built a 
strong relationship in the short 
time that I did know him. My 
dad, he was a giving person; like 
his life choices, they weren’t the 
best. He always said he’d wished 
he didn’t pursue the life that he 
did, but that still didn’t change 
his heart or the type of person 
that he was. You [would] always 
find him if somebody asked for 
something, he [would] always go 
out of his way to do it for them. 
If somebody needed money or 
something like that, even if he 
didn’t have it, he would find a 
way to get it and give it to them. 
He wouldn’t second guess it or 
ask for the money back because 
that was just the type of person 
he was. I think that kind of 
rubbed off on me. He really 
did turn into my best friend, 
because I would talk to him 
about anything. Because every 
weekend I would go by him, and 
we just be in the car, driving, 
having a long conversation 
about whatever. It could be 
sports, it could be life, it could be 
me going to school, it could be 
basketball, it could be anything.

Lavette Floyd: Awww, he was 
your favorite.
DW: I wouldn’t say he was my 
favorite. I can’t have a favorite. 
He was just that person to me 
that would listen to what I have 
to say.

The next question is a little 
heavier: what do you know 
happened in the exchange 
between the Jefferson Parish 
police and your father?
DW: They said it was supposed 
to be a whole drug deal that 
went bad. The person he was 
with was like my uncle, his 

Pictured: Wallace graduating from 
Chalmette High School in 2019, with 
a memorial poster of his father (all 
photos courtesy of the family).
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So after the investigation, you 
still don’t know who the cops 
are that killed your dad?
DW: [shakes head no]

We have been hearing people 
wanting to defund the police 
and all of these situations 
recently. My question to you 
is if you had a choice in the 
outcome of justice for your 
father, what does that look 
like to you?
DW: I would say it would start 
with those police officers losing 
their jobs and being charged with, 
I think, probably second degree 
murder. They probably didn’t 
plan to kill them but they were 
shooting with the intent to kill... 
They should not be able to still be 
working at this point because you 
can’t just do stuff like that.

On the bigger scale with 
holding Jefferson Parish and 
the DA accountable, what 
does that look like to you, 
outside of just the officers?
DW: At first, releasing the names 
of the officers, because you have 
to show responsibility for your 
workers. Like these are the 
people that you hired, so if you 
hired people that do stuff like 
this, then your whole system 
has to be looked at. You have 
to take responsibility and be 
accountable for the people that 
you picked.

I know that you have been 
working with the NAACP 
of Jefferson Parish. I read 
an article that said they are 
working with five families 
who have also lost people to 
police homicide, too. Do you 
want to discuss the work that 
you guys are doing?
DW: They’re really just trying 
to get us together. It will make 
our cases stronger if we all 
present together because we are 
borderline the same case. So if 
we all just go to Jefferson Parish 
or the Sheriff’s department 
and really push, then they can’t 
really ignore it, because it’s 
multiple families that don’t 
really know each other. But it’s 
all around the same subject and 
the same type of murder and 
stuff like that.
LF: The investigator told me 
that it’s the same group of cops 
that has committed all of them.

The idea is that it is the same 
group of cops that committed 
all of these crimes?
DW: [shakes head yes]

Do you know about the Eric 
Harris case that happened a 
couple of years ago?
DW: I think I heard the name 
but I don’t know too much about 
the case.

So it’s literally the exact same 
thing that happened to your 
dad and uncle, but the crazy 
thing was that the Jefferson 
Parish police followed Harris 
and his girlfriend across the 
Orleans Parish line. And at 
that point Jefferson Parish 
police should have notified 
Orleans Parish police that 
they were entering their 
district with a high speed 
chase (or whatever was 
happening). So they cornered 
his car; they said he was 
backing up to run them over, 
and they shot him multiple 
times. His girlfriend, who 
was in the car, I think they 

arrested her and took her 
back to Jefferson Parish 
instead of having the NOPD 
arrest her.
DW: Yeah, it’s like Jefferson 
Parish—they run by its own set 
of rules, they don’t run by the 
city of New Orleans or the state 
of Louisiana. I don’t understand 
that. That whole force is not 
right. And people have been 
telling me—I’m not that old, but 
older people have been telling 
me that they have been doing 
stuff like that. This nothing new. 
They have been this corrupt.

So I feel there is a disconnect 
from New Orleans to 
Jefferson Parish at times, and 
there is a disconnect from 
the transplant and white 
community (which I am a 
part of ), and the Black native 
community and the issues 
that happen with the police. 
So with that, what are some 

actions that people can take 
that are supportive to you, 
your father, and your family?
DW: If you read something 
that is completely one-sided, 
don’t just run with that story 
because you know that they are 
going to paint my dad to be a 
bad person because of the life 
he had chosen. But you gotta 
take it from someone who 
personally knew him and grew 
up with him that he was not 
that person at the time.

How were you notified about 
your father being killed? 
Can you tell us about that 
day and the emotions that 
you were feeling?
DW: I am in school, talking 
to my friends, and go to first 
period. I get a text from my 
cousin (he lives in Houston) 
that he loved me... my mind 
went to, ”Something must have 

happened to my grandmother. 
She must be in a bad condition,” 
or something like that... That 
day was a Friday; my dad usually 
comes to check me out around 
that time and we will usually go 
to Masjid-ur-Rahim. They call 
me down to check me out... I see 
my mom’s car. Oh, I thought, 
I  had a dentist appointment. 
So I go down, and as soon as I 
come down the stairs, I turn 
around and I see her crying... I 
just broke down and that was 
the hardest I ever cried, ever. 
All my friends came out of the 
classroom and were looking at 
me, and then they just started 
crying. It was a whole thing; 
the principal had to take me 
into his office. I was just asking 
what happened. She said he was 
killed by the police. I thought 
it was just him but she told me 
it was Chris too. I wouldn’t say 
that hurt me more, but it just 
added to it. It hit me hard... 

It was like the whole school 
was crying. I wouldn’t say that 
everybody knew my dad, but 
a bunch of people knew him 
because he would hang around. 
I had people that went to school 
with me and we had played AAU 
[basketball] together and he 
bought the whole team shoes 
for a tournament. There were 
ten of us. That type of impact 
he had on people, they felt like 
they knew him personally. It just 
hurt. He must have touched a lot 
of people.

I gathered myself, stopped 
crying, and I’m in a different zone 
and thinking in my head that 
my life is going to be completely 
different; I will never see my 
father again. I am just going 
to have to get used to it. I still 
haven’t completely gotten used 
to it... And then when I called my 
grandma and seeing her crying, I 
started crying again because she 
lost both of her sons in a span of 
three years. My second to oldest 
uncle and then my dad. That was 
too much for her to handle. I still 
pray for her because she lives all 
the way in Houston. My aunt is 
out there, but she lives by herself. 
I know that at night it hits her.

How does it feel when you 
read those articles or people 
ask you questions like this?
DW: It’s better for me to talk 
about it because if no one were 
to ever ask me questions I would 
just never talk about it and keep 
it in. I would just deal with it 
in my own head. I feel like it is 
much more productive to get the 
story out and to hear myself talk 
about it because it helps parts 
of me healing. Because if I can 
continue to talk about it, I can 
come to terms with it. I just feel 
like I will be in a better place. 
So I like stuff like this to get it 
out there and educate people 
on police brutality and stuff like 
that. And if it was to happen 
to them, just know that you 
are not the only person to deal 
with this... you don’t have to get 
down on yourself, or like no one 
understands because there are 
people out there who will most 
definitely understand this.

What is some advice you 
would give to someone 
younger than you, like 14 or 
15 that lost their parent to 
police brutality?
DW: I have younger siblings, so 

“I feel like it is much more 
productive to get the story 
out and to hear myself 
talk about it because it 
helps parts of me healing.”

cont’d on pg. 50
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D’ARTANIAN DeJEAN

What has it been like being 
out here every day?
It’s a task every day. It’s a 
challenge. It’s like learning 
chess overnight. You can’t stop 
with chess, you know? How 
do I get good enough to win 
that? When I played chess, I 
didn’t win for a long time. My 
strategy was my knowledge. I 
continued to understand the 
game the more I saw it. I work 
by strategy. If I have a better 
strategy, I would do it better. I 
work my motivational side to 
support the group, the [City 
Waste] union. We been going 
over all that type of stuff. We’re 
five weeks in and we’re already 
speaking of a model. Nothing 
means more than something 
that helps us on the road. Our 
model is serious, you know?

Do you guys have any friends 
or colleagues who can’t join 
you out here?
We have a couple. Right now, we 
don’t really need them for this. 
We need them later on when the 
fight turns over.
 
What does it feel like to 
ask for things that seem so 

“They Make Millions 
Off Our Backs”

a Q&A with

Hoppers on Strike
words and photos by Katie Sikora

On May 5, hoppers—sanitation workers who hop on and off 
the garbage truck to collect about 250,000 pounds of our city’s 
waste per week —walked off the job at Metro Service Group and 
have been on strike for the last two months. Hoppers at Metro 
are currently paid $10.25 per hour and only receive the legal 
minimum of $11.19 per hour if they work more than five days a 
week. While this moment may have been a long time coming, the 
outbreak of the novel coronavirus turned sanitation workers into 
essential workers, and turned the striking hoppers into the newly-
formed City Waste Union. They are demanding a $15 hourly 
wage, $150 in weekly hazard pay, personal protective equipment, 
and a fix for the company’s broken trucks that leak hydraulic fluid 
onto the workers.

The sanitation strike has also inspired other picket lines and 
protests around the city—including the barista strike at Still 
Perkin’ in the Garden District—and continues to see a greater 
influx of supporters as the weeks stretch on. The most recent rally 
held on June 20 led a crowd of hundreds on a march through 
the Lakeview neighborhood to the home of Metro owner Jimmie 
Woods. I arrived on the picket line on June 6 and spent two weeks 
speaking to the hoppers and documenting the growing movement.

obviously necessary, and just 
be replaced?
It’s a horrible feeling. It lets 
me know what you think and 
what you mean. I don’t have to 
ask you too many questions; 
I can see where you’re going 
with it. That’s it? Oh, OK. Some 
things speak in such volumes, 
no need to fill the glass any 
higher. You pay someone like 
an officer who is clean and loyal 
and respectable but you don’t 
give us access to wages for a job 
no one wants to do... We need 
more people to call downtown 
and ask, what’s going on with 
my tax money? That group y’all 
got in place that pick up my 
trash? That’s a service we pay 
for and our community has to 
grow because we are human 
beings... I have to speak out and 
I have to speak to more people 
because the relationship we 
don’t have is what breaks us 
as human beings. It defeats us. 
Even if you are a group of solid 
white people, you aren’t going to 
accomplish much—just like us. 
We have to eat at the same time 
and understand how it works 
together. People are defeated by 
attitude and by fear, by pressure 
and by racism. It’s diseaseful in 
the mind. People don’t get to 

D’artanian DeJean
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think like regular people when 
someone is pressuring you. And 
it gets worse when the color 
changes. We didn’t start this to 
make history. We found that out 
as we kept taking steps. Making 
history? Really? It sounds good. 
It sounds real good.

What kind of pressure do 
they put on you specifically?
Finish the day, hurry up and 
finish the day, hurry up and 
finish the day. HURRY UP 
AND FINISH THE DAY I SAY. 
Oh, you’re hurt? Get out of the 
way! Come ‘ere you and hurry 
up and finish the day. That’s 
how that shit goes, just like 
that. I’m talking exactly. These 
guys have all had at least one 
episode of body exhaustion, 
complete shutdown, cramping, 
dehydration…
 
When did you start working 
at Metro Service Group?
Four years ago. I had gotten so 
good at it. This job had become 
easy for me. So many things 
they threw at us to make this 
shit difficult... you could get 
to the level of fucking perfect 
and the slightest thing could 
throw it all off. [On] my last 
permanent truck—I had six 
days—I could come to work six 
days, same truck, same driver, 
everything—because I got 
awarded permanent. [It’s] the 
shit you want, the shit you’re 
looking for. Now you [have to] 
manage overtime and all that 
but hey, I worked to get here, 
let’s go! But the driver don’t like 

me. That shit went on for about 
four months and then I lose my 
permanent truck. Back down to 
one fucking day a week.

For any reason?
He got upset because I asked 
him to stop pulling off on me. 
Here’s the thing: don’t pull off on 
me. I need to be on the truck to 
go that way. So, if I’m dumping 
the can and you moving the 
truck or I get off the truck to 
get the can and you moving the 
truck... I’m not about to pick this 
bitch up and run with it. This 
ain’t running, this is hopping. 
I hop off the truck, get the can, 
hop back on the truck. That’s it.

Are any of the people out here 
drivers or are they all hoppers?
All hoppers. Hoppers train 
hoppers. Metro does not train 
drivers, hoppers train drivers. 
Metro does not pay hoppers to 
train hoppers or drivers. Metro 
is the most inexperienced 
company I have ever seen in my 
fucking life. They do not train 
their own drivers but for the one 
day and then the hoppers take 
over. I’m teaching you?! I don’t 
even have a CDL license. I just 
want my pay for teaching you 

this shit... So many of us have 
been hit by trucks, knocked off 
the fucking trucks, all kinds of 
shit. They’ll knock your mirror 
off... it’s horrible. It needs big 
changes...

The majority of us, we get off 
and finish with the garbage 
truck and go other places to 
work because it’s not enough 
money. So now you put in all 
those fucking hours picking up 
trash and you still have to find 
time to go out and get another 
job. And you have to get up and 
do that shit again tomorrow. It’s 
horrible, man, it’s horrible. It’s 
not enough money.

The support that they give to the 
prison system that they spoke 
about, how they hire people 
directly after they get out of jail? 
Why is it so good putting them 
on a truck compared to someone 
who been standing out here 
every day? They break all their 
own rules. As the rule is being 
spoken, it is being broken and 
the supervisors know it. And 
if you fight them, they’ll take 
your truck and put somebody 
else on it. They’ll suspend you 
for a couple days—a whole 

week—until you come back and 
apologize. Apologize for what? 
Defending myself, dude? Are 
you serious? This is a job! You’re 
a supervisor, right? Do your job. 
Put me where I’m supposed to 
be, not where you want me to 
be. You feel like you giving me 
something because I’m working 
for you and then you limit it? 
Anybody told you how much 
my bills are worth? And you’re 
giving me just that much? And 
sometimes you don’t even care 
about that. It’s bad. It’s horrible.

JERRY SIMON
 
How long have you been 
doing this?
I been doing it for a while. I love 
my job but if I didn’t do it again, 
I wouldn’t be mad. It’s time to 
branch out because we out here 
trying to set the bar.

What does it feel like to ask for 
what seems like the lowest bar 
possible, just to be replaced?
That’s all we want, you know? 
It ain’t that hard. Metro is real 
stubborn and if they going to be 
stubborn, we gonna continue to 
fight. We gonna fight the fight 
until they ready. I know it’s hard 
for them. We got 14 of the best 
hoppers and I’m not saying that 
because we [the ones] out here, 
I’m saying that because I know 
from experience. We trying to 
get everybody else to come over 
here and eventually we trying to 
get somewhere but if we don’t, 
they gotta look at themselves in 
the mirror, you know? All of us 
have our own situations—family, 
kids we gotta take care of.

And you have to push pause 
on that important shit to 
come out here.
This is our [seventh] week. We 
almost going into the [eighth] 
week next week. I’m one of the 
guys that people kept coming 
to like, we need to set a date. I 
said, we get paid on May 4th; 
everybody pay your rent and on 
Tuesday, the heaviest day, we 
gonna stand down. And that’s 
what they got. They didn’t know 
it was coming, that’s why it was 
a surprise to them. They was 
telling us what to do for years 
and we had to take it. When we 
finally got a chance to stand 
up for ourselves, everyone was 
serious. We had between 18 
and 22 guys the first day. Some 
people dropped, some people 
came back. I don’t really have 
bad nerves, I could wait all day. 

“As the rule is being spoken, it is being 
broken and the supervisors know it. And if 
you fight them, they’ll take your truck and 
put somebody else on it. They’ll suspend you 
for a couple days—a whole week—until you 
come back and apologize.”

Jerry Simon
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I’ll be alright. I don’t smoke 
cigarettes or nothing, I don’t got 
bad nerves... [Before the strike], 
I had just got hit by a truck in the 
back. I was on the hopper stand 
and he hit me in the back with a 
mirror. And then after that, my 
truck in less than fi ve minutes 
went in a hole twice.

When that happens…?
I fell off  the truck.

And that’s just par for the 
course?
Yeah. The things we asking for, 
it’s basic. As a hopper, you go with 
the fl ow because it’s a hustle, you 
know? You make your money 
and if you miss a day, you gonna 
be behind on the bills.

Are you sub-contractors then?
We supposed to be sub-
contractors through 
PeopleReady. They say we 
supposed to be making $11.19 
but if you don’t work 5 to 6 days, 
you earn $10 during the week.

So it’s basically a bonus for 
overworking your body?
That’s what it is. But I think 
eventually we gonna get 
somewhere, we gonna be alright.

What is it that you like about 
the job?
Everything. The people. I like 
working. I like teamwork. Never 
arguing. Always have a smile. 
I’m a lovable person. I’m very 
respectful. I’m gonna give you 
respect to the fullest and I 
demand it back. God has a plan 
for all us. That’s the plan right 
now: stand up for yourself.

RAHMAN BROOKS

How long have you been at 
Metro?
Like two and a half years.

What does it feel like to ask 
for what seems like the bare 
minimum, just to be replaced?
It’s degrading. That’s what it feels 
like. I know what I do helps the 
environment so much. Even I 
didn’t know that or look at it like 
that; but I look at it like that now. 
It makes me feel less than to the 
certain extent. It hurt. That’s 
what it really does. It hurts. They 
make millions off  our backs. 
They make millions. While they 
sit back and be comfortable, we 
got to try our best but it’s not 
right. It’s defi nitely degrading. 
They treating us like we asking 
for the world and all we asking 

is to let us make a comfortable 
wage where we don’t have to 
live check to check. Let us go 
home, take care of our family, 
you know? But they don’t look 
at it like that because they’re so 
greedy. Y’all comfortable. I been 
wanting to ask them, how does 
it feel to be able to take care of 
your kids without any worries? 
And when they tell me I say, “I 
wish I could feel the same.” If I’m 
living comfortable, that mean the 
job gonna get done even better, 
you know? Nobody wants to 
come to work when they feeling 
miserable. How does it feel to 
come home to your wife and 
she’s not worrying about a bill? 
She’s not worried about the lights 
getting turned off ? How does that 
feel? I want to know how that 
feels. Basically, I’m expendable. 
That’s how it feels.

Up until today, I didn’t 
realize the hoppers and 
the drivers were trained 
separately, if at all.
Hoppers are not trained. Let 
me explain to you what their 
training is. Their training is: I’m 
gonna put you with two guys 
that know what they’re doing 
and they gonna show you the 
ropes. We’re not getting paid 

for this, fi rst of all. Most dudes’ 
attitude when they gotta train 
somebody is: stay out the way 
and watch. I’m not that type. I’ll 
show them a couple of moves, 
little techniques, let them get a 
couple of cans. And when I see 
them getting tired then they 
can get on the hopper stand and 
relax. The training they get is 
either you gonna catch on or you 
not. That’s not training.

Somebody asked us about the 
I AM A MAN sign like, is that a 
racial thing? It’s not racial. We 
are men. We want to get paid like 
men. We gotta put in so many 
hours to get a decent check. You 
gotta put in like 80 hours to get 
$1000. 80 hours? For $1000? 
And you not gonna get the 80 
hours all the time. That’s not 
gonna happen. Sometimes they 
gonna make sure you don’t get 
it. They came to me one day—I 
think I was at like 65 hours by 
Friday—and said, you gotta take 
off , you got too many hours. And 
even then, to work 80 hours, you 
ain’t got no life. By the time you 
get off , you’re beat up, it’s gonna 
be 4, 5, 6 o’clock. We clock in at 
4:30 in the morning and some 
days you aren’t done until after 6 
in the evening.

And how far do you have to 
drive in?
Some people drive all the way 
from Baton Rouge. Some drive 
from LaPlace. They gotta wake 
up at least 2 a.m. You never 
get enough sleep with this job 
because you want to still have 
a life.

How old are you?
I’m 38 years old. I can’t believe 
that. When I got here I was 31. 
And it went so fast. I think it’s 
because of this job. I’ve been 
enjoying myself so much it was 
like I didn’t have a job. But when 
they changed the company [that 
employs us as sub-contractors], 
we used to have a day rate. I used 
to get off  every day at 12:30 p.m. 
and then I started getting off  at 2 
o’clock, 3 o’clock, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. They 
messed it up themselves. I can’t 
do 80 hours. I like to go home, 
watch t.v., play my games, go out.

With respect to the I AM 
A MAN posters, what is 
the signifi cance for you in 
stepping into that history so 
many years later?
By me living in Memphis I used 
to see that when I was a kid all 
the time. I just never thought I 
would be holding one of them 
signs. I never thought in 100 
years. I am still shocked that it 
happened in Memphis in ’68 and 
52 years later, it happens in New 
Orleans and I’m in it. That means 
a lot to me. It’s powerful. History 
is repeating itself and now I get 
to be a part of it. I am a man. 
You are a woman. It’s the same 
signifi cance. There’s supposed 
to be no such thing as color or 
gender. We all equal. We all 
supposed to wake up and do the 
same thing. You can run the same 
equipment I run so what’s the 
diff erence? If people are fi nding 
a spark from seeing us out here, 
I appreciate that. I feel proud, 
like we inspired something. We 
don’t even realize how big it is 
ourselves. I never did a picket 
line. I don’t have experience 
with it, but I’ve learned so much. 
I’ve defi nitely learned solidarity. 
That’s a strong word, especially 
when it’s used right.

Rahman Brooks
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On Juneteenth, Voice of the Experienced (VOTE), a network 
of formerly incarcerated people, incarcerated people, and 

their loved ones, organized a Freedom March at Angola State 
Penitentiary to address mass incarceration and systematic 
racism, and to demand officials release those who are most 

vulnerable to COVID-19. (photo by Jason Kerzinski)

Tulane Medical professionals demonstrate 
downtown against police brutality on June 11. 
(photo by Hope Byrd)



Ronnie Tremblay clears an 8 step during Go Skate Day New 
Orleans, “Push4Peace” edition, organized by Humidity skate shop 
and Parisite Skate Park on June 21. (photo by Bryce Ell)





30  *  ANTIGRAVITY  *  JULY 2020

Demonstrators take to the east-
bound, raised portion of I-10 on 
June 2, as part of the Black Lives 
Matter / George Floyd week of 
action. (photo by Matthew Seltzer)

Angela Kinlaw speaks to a crowd across 
from Jackson Square on June 5, as part 

of the Black Lives Matter / George Floyd 
week of action. (photo by Katie Sikora)
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ANTI-OPPRESSION/ANTI-BS 
VOTER EDUCATION GUIDE FOR 
NEW ORLEANS ELECTIONS
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020

History—including the immediate past—teaches us that social change is not linear, 
that it exists at the whim of natural and man-made (or exacerbated) disasters, 
and that it is not solely dictated by elected bodies. In the months between when this 
election was originally scheduled and now, we have seen the calculated neglect of 
a public health crisis on state and federal levels. We have seen the extrajudicial 
murders of people—particularly Black people—by the police. And we have seen the 
public rise up to demand a better world—outside the polling booth, largely propelled 
by people who aren’t even allowed in, and not just symbolically: the youths who have 
been putting their bodies on the line at protests all around this country.

With that fire in our hearts, we offer you this guide on another mode of civic 
participation. While there are no perfect candidates, there are lesser evils. 
Grassroots organizers often frame voting as selecting the candidate you think 
you can most successfully push to support your goals and movement. Voting is 
an imperfect, absurd response to an imperfect, absurd social system. Ultimately, 
what we want is to build a new world with you. Our survival depends on it.

***

This Louisiana election season, we will be voting in the presidential primary, 
electing a judge, and electing people to the Democratic and Republican parties in 
the state. If you are a registered Democrat, your ballot will include elections for 
both the Democratic Parish Executive Committee (DPEC) and the Democratic 
State Central Committee (DSCC). If you are a registered Republican, your ballot 
will include elections for the Republican Parish Executive Committee (RPEC). 
Due to a pending lawsuit involving redistricting and gender representation, the 
election for Republican State Central Committee (RSCC) is cancelled. There are 
two DSCC seats in each state legislative district, one designated for a male and 
one for a female (a gesture toward equity that undermines itself by reinforcing 
the notion of biological essentialism. Where do trans people fit into this binary, 
antiquated approach to gender parity?) and 14 seats in the DPEC.

Parish Executive Committees run party affairs at the parish level. They 
endorse local candidates and work to build up voter registration and political 
participation in their communities. The DSCC oversees the DPECs and runs the 
Louisiana State Democratic party. The DSCC works to elect Democrats, raises 
money, endorses candidates, and conducts the Democratic National Committee 
delegate selection process. These representatives will put forward and 
support candidates who share the same ideals as their own. Locally, this is an 
opportunity to elect people who share our ideals, and who will in turn hopefully 
champion candidates who also espouse those values.

Looking at the voter guide and your sample ballot, you’ll notice that this is a 
huge field of names, and that several people are elected at once to the Parish 
Executive Committee seats. The candidates range from people who have never 
held or run for any political office, to people who have held many or are even 
holding them simultaneously, to people who are part of local political dynasties. 
Some of these candidates have taken the effort to campaign or put information 
about themselves out there. Others have limited or no public presence—and 
there’s not necessarily a correlation between the person’s background and their 
campaigning presence. Those without an active campaign presence may just be 
relying on word of mouth or clout; others may just be shooting their shot.

This election cycle, we created a survey of our own (see page 35) and shared it 
with every candidate we could locate. Our survey focused on decriminalization 
of sex work, approaches to drug use, food insecurity, housing, and incarceration 
in Louisiana. These are issues often considered too controversial for candidates 
to speak out on during election cycles. They are also some of the most pressing 
issues facing our communities.

Though the pandemic and election reschedule negatively impacted our response 
rate, and our sample size is too small to make broad generalizations, we are 
intrigued by the near-unanimity on certain questions. For example, 100% of 
respondents supported creating legislation that allows, promotes, and funds 
supervised drug consumption sites—a harm reduction measure usually framed 
by politicians, mainstream media, and nextdoor.com types as far too radical 
to even consider. All but one supported decriminalization of drugs, and their 
explanation? That predatory drug manufacturers ought to be prosecuted. All 
but one respondee favored the decriminalization of sex work, with the dissenter 
favoring legalization and regulation instead.

When it came to incarceration, respondents overwhelmingly identified 
themselves as being in favor of ending cash bail, ending the incarceration of 
youths, and exploring restorative justice models as an alternative. Eliminating 
jail time for non-violent convictions was endorsed by more than half of 
respondents (Please note that we wrote this survey before the recent uprisings 
shifted the discourse on reform versus abolition significantly). We believe that 
more people are open to radical change than the establishment would have you 
believe, and we look forward to building on this survey for future guides. Let’s 
dive in!

Greetings beloved readers, and welcome to the collaborative Anti-Oppression/
Anti-Bullshit Voting Guide for the election on July 11, 2020! These guides have 
been lovingly produced since 2014 by an ever-evolving group of individuals 
who seek to confront the lack of accountability in the branches of Louisiana 
government. To create this guide, we created a survey, conducted research, and 
talked with our neighbors, friends, and co-conspirators.

We agree on the following guidelines to shape our analysis:

• Promote justice, autonomy, and dignity for vulnerable, historically neglected, 
and exploited populations: Black people, Indigenous people and people of color, 
poor people, queer and trans people, immigrants, youth, women, unhoused people, 
people with disabilities, and people most affected by climate crisis. In other words, 
to prioritize the needs of people most harmed by systemic oppression.

• Favor the judicial candidates least destructive to the lives of poor and working 
class people, undocumented people, unhoused or precariously housed people, 
people impacted by and most vulnerable to incarceration, and others caught in 
the dragnet of our punitive legal system.

• Be strategic about New Orleanians’ specific needs being adequately addressed 
and advocated for on the state and federal levels, especially with regards to 
environmental, economic, housing, and health care concerns.

• Center concerns and demands currently being raised by the public, particularly 
considering the role of police in our communities, our budgets, and our lifespans.

• Vehemently reject the influence of post-Katrina opportunism, pandemic-
era exploitation and austerity, and all disaster capitalism at all levels of 
government and the private sector.

We approach this work with a harm reduction ethos. Harm reduction is a 
philosophy and praxis rooted in autonomy and mutual aid, designed and led by 
people who use drugs, specifically focused on minimizing the harm associated 
with drug use.

Is it possible to reduce harm within a system fundamentally based on 
control and disenfranchisement? In the publication “Voting is Not Harm 
Reduction,” the group Indigenous Action writes: “If voting is the democratic 
participation in our own oppression, voting as harm reduction is a politics 
that keeps us at the mercy of our oppressors.” It is certainly discouraging 
how elections—particularly national ones—not only siphon energy and 
resources from longtime organizers but also co-opt language and ideas (only 
to abandon it all when it’s no longer politically useful). Election cycles and 
the corresponding media coverage paralyze the political imagination of the 
public at large.
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PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Michael Bennet
Joseph R. Biden
Michael R. Bloomberg
Cory Booker (withdrew)
Steve Burke
“Pete” Buttigieg
John K. Delaney
Tulsi Gabbard
Amy Klobuchar
Deval Patrick
Bernard “Bernie” Sanders
“Tom” Steyer
Elizabeth Warren
“Robby” Wells
Andrew Yang

Wow, remember the Democratic 
primary? Feels like several years 
ago at this point. Despite running 
a campaign with such passion that 
supporters earnestly referred to it as 
a movement, despite championing 
one of the most popular policies in our 
lifetimes (Medicare for All), despite 
being scandal-free (a true anomaly 
in our national politics), Bernie 
Sanders suspended his campaign. 
Whether you blame boomers, the 
DNC, or other reasons, we hope you’ve 
made peace with it by now.

One crucial detail of the presidential 
primaries is that when we cast a vote 
for a primary contender, we are really 
voting for the delegates that each 
candidate sends to the Democratic 
National Convention. The candidates 
that clear 15% of the vote get 
delegates allocated to them on a 
proportional basis. These delegates 
then vote to nominate a presidential 
candidate, but they also help craft the 
party platform and set the rules for 
the next convention. In other words, 
though the nominee is effectively a 
foregone conclusion at this point, a 
vote for, say, Bernie could serve other 
purposes. At the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention, rule changes 
pushed by the Bernie delegation 
curtailed the role of superdelegates in 
the primary process.

Though former Vice President Joe 
Biden’s campaign had initially 
seemed like a longshot, he is now 
the presumptive nominee. Biden 
supporters are notoriously hard-
pressed to name a single policy 
of his that they are excited about. 
But we do know a few things he’s 
not into. Biden doesn’t believe in 
universal health care. He’s not going 
to challenge wealth disparity in any 
meaningful way. In response to the 
increasingly mainstream call to 
defund the police, Biden has taken 
the position that actually this highly-
militarized, lavishly-funded armed 
wing of the State needs more money 
(although he did offer a modest 
proposal that protestors should 
be merely maimed, not killed, for 
participating in dissent). Perhaps his 
most interesting campaign talking 
point has been telling people not to 
vote for him.

Biden’s main selling point is that he’s 
not Trump (he’s the other guy who 
has a rack of credible accusations 
of sexual assault). Biden’s record 
(on mass incarceration in general 
and pushing Reagan to increase 
criminalization in particular, 
reproductive justice, affordable 
housing, public humiliation of 
Anita Hill, revisionist and/or 
delayed support of queer rights, 
unpopularity among environmental 
activists, support of Israeli 
apartheid, role in launching the 
opioid crisis, passionate hate of 
parties and drug users, participation 
in imperialist foreign policy, etc.) 
offers little comfort.

The Obama administration laid the 
groundwork for Trump’s genocidal 
immigration policies, and while Biden 
says he would do better this time, it’s 
hard to ignore all that blood on his 
hands, and voting for him will be a 
joyless act come November. Biden’s 
campaign—his entire vibe—can best 
be described using the title of his 2002 
anti-rave bill: Reducing Americans’ 
Vulnerability to Ecstasy. If Trump 
loses and actually cedes power, a Biden 
presidency would in no way signal 
the end of the fight for a livable world. 
Remember, the race for president is 
the contest to see who becomes the 
next biggest war criminal.

Summary: The primary still has 
an impact in terms of delegates. A 
vote for Bernie could help accrue 
delegates who could (in theory) help 
push the party platform further left 
at the DNC.

DSCC MEMBER
91ST DISTRICT “A”

Diana Bajoie
Valerie Bustamante

The 91st District runs from Hollygrove 
down to the Lower Garden District 
and includes Gert Town, Central City, 
parts of Broadmoor, Uptown, and the 
Irish Channel.

Diana Bajoie began her political 
career in the ‘70s as a State 
Representative. In 1991 she became 
the first Black woman elected to the 
Louisiana State Senate. Bajoie, a 
survivor of breast cancer, has long 
been an advocate of health care 
expansions and reproductive rights. 
At the local level, she helped secure 
funding for the “revitalization” of 
the Oretha Castle Haley Corridor. 
Currently serving as the director of 
community relations for the LSU 
Health Sciences Center, Bajoie has 
had her hand in numerous public 
health non-profit initiatives, and 
used the fingers of that hand to cut 
checks to her friends, family, and 
former senate coworkers.

Sure, Bajoie has her nepotism-
fueled money scandals, which is 
basically a rite of passage for any 
seasoned New Orleans politician. 

Valerie Bustamante hasn’t 
had the chance (yet). New to 
politics and new to New Orleans, 
there is little to no evidence that 
Bustamante is running to win, as 
she has no real campaign presence. 
She hails from Miami, where 
she and her husband organized 
immigrant workers and co-wrote 
a children’s book (Manny and 
the Mango Tree) that tackles 
xenophobia at a reading level 
appropriate for 4-8 year olds.

Summary: Vote Bajoie (but read 
Bustamante’s book to your kids).

DSCC MEMBER
93RD DISTRICT “A”

Avis M. Brock
Helena Moreno (withdrew)
Megan Snider

The 93rd District comprises 
portions of the Lower Garden 
District and Central City Tulane/
Gravier, the CBD, the Tremé, the 
French Quarter, the 7th Ward, and 
St. Roch.

Avis Brock is Councilman Jay Banks’ 
Director of Community Affairs, 
Secretary of DPEC, and elected 
member of the Black Organization 
for Leadership and Development. 
And while we don’t expect those who 
work for city council to be outright 
critical of anyone within the sacred 
administration, Brock’s personal 
Facebook is resplendent with praise 
for Cantrell (who recently said that 
she doesn’t care if people in jail get 
COVID-19).

Attorney and first-time candidate 
Megan Snider is a 2019 graduate of 
Emerge, the Louisiana organization 

that trains women to run for office. 
As a member of the Louisiana 
Coalition for Reproductive 
Freedom, Snider fights restrictive 
abortion laws. Reproductive justice 
is clearly important to her: in her 
spare time Snider volunteers with 
Lift Louisiana and Plan B NOLA. 
Another pet cause is transparency in 
government. She wants to educate 
the public about what DPEC and 
DSCC are, because they are part of 
a bewildering, obscure process that 
seems designed to exclude most 
people—including those who have 
no clue that they might actually 
want to give a damn. Snider wants 
you to have a clue and give two 
damns (because she is running for 
both committees). She also shares 
a list of bills she plans to support. 
Snider walks the walk.

Summary: Vote Snider. Brock has 
a wide sphere of influence already, 
and we’re not fans of where she 
directs it.

DSCC MEMBER
93RD DISTRICT “B”

Cyrus Cooper
Royce Duplessis
Jerome Johnson

Cyrus Cooper is new to the political 
scene, better known to locals as a 
comedian at the New Movement, 
a controversial club with a slew of 
sexual misconduct allegations (and 
a boycott). We couldn’t locate any 
public disavowal of those misdeeds, 
and he seems to have performed 
there recently, so that’s the biggest 
blemish on his record. A gamer/
podcaster type, he also has a Twitch 
TV show and is a member of comedy 
troupe Dean’s List.

legis.la.gov



34  *  ANTIGRAVITY  *  JULY 2020

Though the layers of satire 
characterizing Cooper’s Twitter 
(he has no campaign website) can 
make his positions a little hard 
to pin down, he seems to believe 
that housing is a human right and 
the pharmaceutical industry is 
dangerously dishonest. Cooper is 
sincerely radical enough to raise 
money for protestors’ bail, but isn’t 
savvy enough to know that the Bail 
Project is a nonprofit that imposes 
limits on how many people they’ll 
actually bail out (community/
grassroots bail funds are far more 
effective, in need, and deserving of 
your support).

State Representative for District 
93 Royce Duplessis earned quite 
a list of endorsements, including 
those from the Black Organization 
for Leadership Development, the 
Independent Women’s Organization, 
the United Teachers of New Orleans, 
and Step Up Louisiana. Duplessis 
served as chair of the City Planning 
Commission and worked to impose 
stricter regulations on short term 
rentals. As a state representative, 
Duplessis collaborated with The 
First 72+ to promote bills aimed at 
ending solitary confinement and 
reducing recidivism. His legislative 
support of literacy programs and 
increased pay for teachers no doubt 
helped endear him to UTNO.

We found no evidence that Jerome 
Johnson has an active campaign.

Summary: As far as politicians 
go, Duplessis advocates for issues 
mostly aligned with our values.

DSCC MEMBER
94TH DISTRICT “A”

Deborah Langhoff
Hope Phelps
Tammy Savoie

The 94th District encompasses a 
sliver of Mid-City and Bayou St. 
John, the City Park neighborhood, 
and the Lakefront areas of Orleans 
and Jefferson Parish. The district 
is 73% white, with a majority 
of residents above the median 
household income for the state. 
Historically a Republican district, 
the 94th has seen a shift away from 
that trend in recent years.

Deborah Langhoff ’s blood 
runs blue. Langhoff is a DNC 
committeewoman, current member 
of both OPDEC and DSCC, and was a 
superdelegate for Hillary Clinton in 
2016. She is the founder of LARoots, 
a “grassroots” database and 
network that supports Democrats 
nationwide, inspired by the 
campaign of John Kerry (a phrase 
one imagines hasn’t been uttered 
much), with visions of flipping 
Louisiana. While she talks in broad 
strokes about Democratic ideals, 
she has been effective in shifting her 
district toward more progressive 

politics over the past 15 years. In 
2007 she was the first Democrat in 
over 20 years to qualify for the state 
rep race. Langhoff is heavily invested 
in electoral politics, but to her credit 
she is also involved with Justice 
& Beyond, a Black-led, anti-racist 
weekly forum for progressive social 
change.

If we gave out grades for the survey 
we sent out, Hope Phelps would 
receive an A+. According to her 
responses, Phelps is in favor of 
legalizing supervised injection 
sites, decriminalizing drugs and sex 
work, working to reduce rates of 
incarceration through numerous 
measures, and a $15 minimum wage. 
Member of the local Democractic 
Socialists of America chapter, 
29-year-old Phelps is a first time 
candidate. A tour through her 
Twitter makes clear her belief 
in removing symbols of white 
supremacy, defunding the police, 
and shows a true condemnation 
of the NOPD’s violence at the 
recent protests. Not to mention 
her pivot from once canvassing for 
Bernie Sanders to now showing her 
dismay at his reactions to recent 
protests (i.e. Sanders not calling for 
defunding the police). A Democratic 
Socialist that doesn’t hold Sanders as 
their lord and savior? We’ll take it!

Tammy Savoie has a history of 
campaigning against Republicans 
(including Steve “David Duke 
without the baggage” Scalise in 
2018), which has resulted in her own 
politics being more to the center of 
left. In November she lost the race 
for state representative of District 
94 to Republican Stephanie Hilferty. 
Savoie’s military background 
as a clinical psychologist leaves 
us less than enthused, but she 
continues to campaign on increasing 
funds for education, opposing 
gerrymandering, improving 
infrastructure, and increasing the 
minimum wage (but only to $9).

Summary: Hope Phelps.

DSCC MEMBER
94TH DISTRICT “B”

Paul Anger
Richard Duplantier Jr.
Michael Andrew Foley
Yasin “Frank” Southall

Wisconsin native and retired 
editor of the Detroit Free Press, 
Paul Anger now resides in 
Metairie where he flexes his 50+ 
years of journalism experience by 
occasionally contributing articles 
to local publications and blogs. 
Anger has only been in the greater 
New Orleans area less than five 
years, which gives us pause, as 
does his Facebook claim that while 
he is a registered Democrat he 
“understand[s] and often agree[s] 
with Conservative or Libertarian 
views on specific issues.”

Richard Duplantier Jr. is a senior 
partner at one of New Orleans’ fancy 
law firms (Galloway) dealing in cases 
of professional liability. In 2018, 
Duplantier ran in hopes of becoming 
a judge on the Orleans Parish Civil 
District Court, but had to drop out 
after two citizens revealed that he was 
running as a Democrat but registered 
as a Republican. Duplantier claimed 
that he had registered as a Republican 
back in 2008 in order to vote for 
Republican candidates in elections 
that were closed to Democrats. But, 
still being registered 10 years later 
as Republican is, at best, a strange 
oversight.

Michael Foley, whose father is a 
former court clerk and current Biden 
delegate, is running for a position once 
held by his mother. He is an attorney 
and has volunteered on various 
campaigns of Louisiana Democrats. 
Other than that, and because none of 
his actual political views can be found, 
we must assume he’s relying on family 
ties to propel his campaign.

Mainstay of the local tenant rights 
scene, Yasin “Frank” Southall 
is the lead organizer at Jane Place 
Neighborhood Sustainability 
Initiative, a housing advocacy 
nonprofit that promotes affordable 
housing policy, develops affordable 
housing in a community land trust, 
monitors eviction courts, creates 
definitive reports on short term 
rentals and evictions, and constantly 
provides resources and space for 
low-income homeowners and 
tenants to organize. At Jane Place, 
Southall launched the Renters 
Rights Assembly, which provides 
legal counseling and support in 
hopes of preventing evictions.

Summary: Southall somehow 
finds the time to show up for every 
community meeting, protest, and 
event. We’re going to show up for him.

DSCC MEMBER
97TH DISTRICT “A”

Deborah Violet Chapman
Sandra Green Thomas
Sophia Kunen
Diedre Pierce Kelly
Iam Christian Tucker
Angele Wilson

The 97th District contains Gentilly, 
and an intestine-shaped little chunk of 
Mid-City, including strips of Esplanade, 
Orleans and Canal, carefully drawn 
around City Park Avenue.

Deborah Chapman is a local 
community leader who advocates 
for drug reform, prison reform, 
and youth mentorship. She served 
as the coordinator for the New 
Orleans International Drug Policy 
Conference. In her speech, she 
called for reduced criminalization 
of marijuana and spoke against 
incarceration as a means to curb 
drug use. It would be interesting to 

know if her philosophy would carry 
over to more stigmatized drugs. 
Unfortunately, she did not respond 
to our survey.

Sandra Green Thomas is a current 
member of the OPDEC District D. 
This position is similar to the DSCC 
chair she’s running for here, but 
operates in a more local capacity 
(Orleans Parish), instead of at 
the state level. She endorsed and 
campaigned for Hillary Clinton 
in the 2016 Democratic primary, 
and represents a branch of the 
Democratic party, just left of center, 
whose politics are useless placations 
in our current social, economic, and 
political climates.

Sophie Kunen is a member of the 
New Orleans Democratic Socialists of 
America. She is a host and director at 
WTUL 91.5FM. Her Twitter timeline 
is full of retweets of Bernie Sanders 
and the New Orleans Workers Center 
for Racial Justice. She doesn’t just 
talk the talk either, having worked 
previously with the Louisiana 
Bucket Brigade and on the Louisiana 
Medicaid Expansion Campaign.

Diedre Pierce Kelly has worked 
as a New Orleans attorney and a 
legislative assistant in the Louisiana 
House of Representatives and Senate. 
She is running concurrently for 
a DSCC seat and an OPDEC seat. 
She has a more visible campaign 
than most of her opponents—and 
she provided more straightforward 
information about the duty of DSCC 
members than even the Louisiana 
Democratic Party’s own website. 
However, her campaign is light on 
actual policy or any indication as to 
the values she would look for when 
endorsing potential candidates. It 
doesn’t exactly help that she’s already 
entrenched in the current Louisiana 
Democratic establishment.

A savvy observer might put their 
money on Iam Christian Tucker 
to win this race, due to the reach 
of her voice and access to more 
donations and powerful people. 
Tucker is the founder and CEO of 
a New Orleans civil engineering 
firm, which specializes in sewer 
and drainage design. She served as 
part of Mayor Cantrell’s transition 
team, overseeing civil and structural 
engineering, as well as construction 
management activities. Ambitious 
and connected people can seem 
like inevitable winners. But this 
type of low-level, grassroots 
election is exactly the place to begin 
undermining that assumption.

At press time, there was no evidence 
of an Angele Wilson campaign.

Summary: Demographically, 
District 97 is predominantly 
Black. While we think Sophie 
Kunen is a strong candidate from 
a values standpoint, Kunen is also 
white; so if it’s important to you 
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that representatives reflect their 
constituents in that way, that’s 
something to consider. If that’s the 
case, Deborah Chapman, who served 
as treasurer for the New Orleans 
NAACP, is certainly qualified. We are 
with her on the decriminalization 
of drugs and prison reform, and her 
established community ties would 
surely help her effectively represent 
the interests of this district.

DSCC MEMBER
97TH DISTRICT “B”

Jared Brossett
Robert “Bob” Crowley
Arthur A. Morrell
David Gregory Nowak
Carlos John Stich

Councilmember Jared Brossett, 
of recent viral DWI video infamy, 
has served on City Council since 
2014. He helped write legislation 
instituting New Orleans’ first 
living wage law, which requires 
all employees and contractors on 
projects contracted by the city to 
receive a wage of at least $11.19 
per hour and seven days of paid 
leave per year. He helped create 
the Equal Pay Advisory Committee 
and contributed to legislation 
prohibiting City contractors 
from conducting credit checks 
on employees. He also accepted 
a substantial donation from 
developers of the Hard Rock Hotel.

Bob Crowley is a writer and 
photographer, who previously 
organized a Louisiana teachers’ 
union. He was pro-Bloomberg, now 
he’s pro-Biden, but above all he seems 
to be anti-Trump. We’re reaching for 
a bar a bit higher than that.

Arthur Morrell is a former 
Louisiana House Rep and the 
current clerk of Orleans Criminal 
District Court. At the beginning 
of the year, Morrell threatened to 
furlough the entirety of the court’s 
staff in a hold-out for an increased 
budget from the city. This would 
have left many individuals in prison 
with no way or chance to bail out, 
and a complete stoppage on criminal 
proceedings. The City eventually 
caved to Morrell’s demands and 
paid him what he wanted, so the 
court never shut down, but Morrell’s 
willingness to use people’s lives and 
freedom as bargaining chips for his 
office is about all you need to know 
about his priorities.

Currently working as the foreman 
of a film industry equipment rental 
company, David Gregory Nowak 
is a vocal supporter of Medicare 
For All and defunding the police. 
He supports the decriminalization 
of sex work and drug use. He values 
strong community organizing and 
fellowship as a means to undermine 
harmful and inequitable systems 
of power. In his response to our 
survey, he supported raising 

the minimum wage to as much 
as $20 an hour in New Orleans. 
Nowak advocates for reallocating 
NORA as public housing for the 
houseless population. He supports 
substantive prison reform, 
from ending cash bail and youth 
incarceration, to early release 
initiatives and eliminating jail 
time for nonviolent crimes. He 
adds that early release initiatives 
“do not go far enough if there is no 
basic monthly assistance and free 
vocational training provided.”

Carlos John Stich does not appear to 
have any kind of campaign presence.

Summary: Nowak easily outshines 
the others in this race.

DSCC MEMBER
98TH DISTRICT “B”

David Alvarez
Timothy David Ray
Andre Mayer Stolier
Carlos L. Zervigon

The 98th District comprises 
the majority of Uptown west of 
Washington, including the Tulane 
and Loyola areas, south to the river 
and north to Claiborne.

David Alvarez is a former teacher 
and academic coordinator who 
now heads a consulting firm for 
Louisiana schools and businesses. 
He ran previously for Orleans Parish 
School Board on a platform of 
undercutting competition of charter 
schools by having the city run and 
standardize schools. Online, he 
supports BLM and the unionization 
of teachers.

Timothy David Ray is an attorney 
and political consultant. He served 
previously as an interim first city 
clerk of court. Recently, he worked 
on Mack Cormier’s 2019 campaign, 
helping flip that legislative seat 
from red to blue. In his responses 
to our survey, he voiced support 
for decriminalization of drug 
use and sex work. He provided 
some thorough and nuanced 
dissections of food insecurity 
in our communities, calling 
for increased state funding of 
programs like SNAP and the 
School Lunch program, while 
simultaneously incentivizing the 
establishment of fresh markets and 
fresh food sources in lower income 
neighborhoods. On houselessness, 
he proposes repurposing publicly-
owned land like abandoned 
buildings to transitional or 
permanent housing, highlighting 
the importance of public transit 
restructuring as crucial to 
confronting this issue. At the 
end of his stint as clerk of court, 
Ray was caught up in a money 
mishandling scandal, when it was 
revealed he’d cut three checks from 
a City account for questionable or 
unfilled services.

a sample from the
Harm Reduction Voter Guide Survey
When someone feels that their drug use is disrupting their life, 
do you think that issue is best addressed by the police, a doctor, 
or someone else?

In 2017, Louisiana recorded 415 deaths due to drug overdoses. 
In an effort to reduce drug related deaths, other countries—
and one US city, Philadelphia—operate or allow supervised 
consumption sites (facilities where people can use drugs in a 
safer environment monitored by trained professionals). Since 
opening, none of those sites have reported a single drug-related 
death. Are you in favor of creating legislation that allows, 
promotes, and funds supervised injection sites?

In 2001, Portugal dealt with their opioid crisis by 
decriminalizing drugs. HIV infections among people who 
inject drugs plummeted from 1,482 in 2000 to just 18 in 2017. 
Overdose deaths decreased from 369 in 1999 to 30 in 2016. 
In 1999, 3,863 people were incarcerated for drug offenses, 
but that number shrank to 1,140 in 2017. Do you support 
decriminalization of drugs in our country?

Sex workers in Louisiana face harassment not just by 
clients, but also by law enforcement. Another measure of the 
vulnerability of this population: Louisiana also has some of the 
highest rates of HIV in the nation and a mortality rate from 
AIDS-related complications that is twice the national average. 
Sex workers are disproportionately represented within those 
statistics. Full decriminalization of sex work is associated 
with improved health outcomes for those in the industry. 
Additionally, decriminalization results in sex workers who 
are the victims of violence feeling more empowered to pursue 
justice. Do you support the full decriminalization of sex work?

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2018, “SNAP reduced 
poverty by 1.9% and child poverty in [Louisiana] by 3.8%—the 
second largest reductions attributable to SNAP of any state 
in the nation.” In spite of this, our rate of food insecurity was 
15.8% in 2019, significantly worse than the national rate of 
11.7%. What would you do to make sure Louisianians aren’t 
going hungry?

Louisiana’s rate of incarceration is nearly double the national 
average. The below measures have been used to reduce 
incarceration rates. Do you support these measures? (Check all 
that apply)

• Ending cash bail
• Reducing sentences and promoting early release initiatives
• Ending the incarceration of youths
• Eliminating jail time for non-violent crimes
• Restorative justice approaches to replace prison time

In 2018, over 35,000 eligible families were on the waiting list 
for public housing assistance in New Orleans, according to 
NOLA.com. Hundreds of people sleep on the streets of our city 
every night. What would you do to begin to combat this housing 
crisis? How would you expand services to unhoused people?
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Andre Mayer Stolier doesn’t 
seem to have much of a campaign 
presence. On social media he has 
expressed support for Black Lives 
Matter and defunding the police.

Carlos Zervigon comes from a 
political, activist-oriented family 
with a long civil rights legacy. He’s 
the secretary of the Keller Family 
Foundation. He supports the 
decriminalization of sex work and 
drug use, medicaid expansion, a 
living wage, reproductive freedom, 
marijuana decriminalization, 
and LGBTQ rights. He wants to 
improve access to non-carceral drug 
treatment. However, he does not 
support ending incarceration for 
nonviolent crimes.

Summary: Timothy David Ray’s 
ideas are solid, if we take him at his 
word according to the survey results. 
And he clearly has experience in 
the political sphere (which might 
be read as connections, as well, 
for better or worse). However, 
mishandling public funds bums us 
out. Zervigon isn’t perfect either, but 
a strong candidate.

DSCC MEMBER
99TH DISTRICT “A”

Cynthia Cade
Jeanne “Jon” Jackson
Kaitlin Marone
Raquel Greenup Richmond

The 99th District includes areas to 
the east and west of the industrial 
canal—the Marigny, Bywater, the 
Florida/Desire Area, the Venetian 
Isles, Holy Cross, and parts of New 
Orleans East. The district is majority 
Black (around 79%).

Cynthia Cade served on the 
Orleans Parish School Board from 
2004 to 2015 and was a union ally 
and opponent of charter schools. 
However, she was barred from 
running for reelection in 2016 
because she failed to file her taxes.

Jon Jackson, daughter of state 
representative and late ‘80s/early 
‘90s city councilmember Johnny 
Jackson Jr., has a minimal online 
campaign presence. She runs a local 
foundation named after her father. 
The youth-oriented programming 
includes “shop with a cop,” which 
frankly sounds like entrapment. On 
her personal Twitter page, Jackson 
has re-posted sentiments about 
supporting guiding Black youth into 
careers in law enforcement, as well 
as other posts supporting both BLM 
protests and policing reforms. So, in 
short, an aspiring legacy politician 
and centrist.

Kaitlin Marone is a field organizer 
with Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA) who co-founded 
their brake light clinic, which 
provides a needed service, shares 
skills, and addresses the use of 

“broken brake light” as a common 
cop euphemism for Driving While 
Black. Marone is also a comedian 
who once ran for U.S. Senate as a 
semi-satirical protest candidate 
with an earnestly progressive 
platform. DSA supports defunding 
the NOPD, supporting Medicare 
for All, supporting the striking 
sanitation workers, and reallocating 
money from the Convention 
Center’s reserve fund to support 
hospitality workers.

Raquel Greenup Richmond is 
married to congressman Cedric 
Richmond, but she herself has 
minimal online presence. She is a real 
estate agent, but what is her platform 
and why exactly is she running?

Summary: Vote Cade or Marone. 
Cade’s defense of public schools, 
and by extension New Orleans’ 
Black middle class, is laudable, 
especially considering that school 
board races have faced influxes of 
outside cash propping up “reform” 
candidates. However, we respect 
Marone’s organizing too. Both seem 
like good choices.

DSCC MEMBER
100TH DISTRICT “A”

Lisa Marie Manning Ambrose
Alicia Plummer Clivens
“Jenn” Johnson

The 100th District encompasses a 
part of New Orleans East, north of 
Chef Menteur, and mostly east of 
Crowder Boulevard. The district is 
majority Black (87.6%), and the next 
largest demographic is Asian (7.5%).

Lisa Manning Ambrose has 
served in the DPEC and is in 
favor of Medicare expansion and 
criminal justice reform, according 
to her messaging. She attended 
both the Emerge Louisiana 
training (for women who want 
to run for Democratic office) and 
the Congressional Black Caucus 
Institute. None of the available 
materials give much detail about her 
political vision. 

Alicia Plummer Clivens is a veteran 
Democratic Party campaigner, real 
estate broker, and public health nurse 
who has run for both the city council 
District E seat and for the LA House 
of Representatives. In her campaigns 
she has advocated for greater 
investment in both New Orleans East 
and the Lower 9th while working 
to rebuild homeownership in that 
neighborhood. In her Louisiana 
house race, Clivens was endorsed 
by the AFL-CIO, the Louisiana 
Federation of Teachers, UTNO, the 
Independent Women’s Organization, 
and The New Orleans Tribune.

We found no online campaign 
presence for Jenn Johnson.

Summary: Alicia Clivens.

DSCC MEMBER
100TH DISTRICT “B”

Austin Badon
Willie Jones
Kenya Rounds

Austin Badon is the current first city 
court clerk, an office responsible for 
small claims, most eviction filings 
(for rent under $3,000), and civil 
lawsuits with claims up to $25,000. 
He has previously held office as a 
state representative from 2004 to 
2016. In 2014 Badon sponsored a 
bill meant to keep pregnant women 
on life support, regardless of their 
family’s wishes, in order “to preserve 
the life of an unborn child.” (You may 
remember this as an actual plot line 
from the show The Handmaid’s Tale.) 
Badon has also shown a troubling 
impulse to expand policing—asking 
then-governor Jindal in 2011 to send 
the National Guard into Central City 
to quell gun violence. At a forum in 
2010, Badon once promised to have 
the NOPD “kicking in at least four 
doors a day.”

Willie Jones held a seat on the 
OPDEC, and ran unsuccessful 
campaigns for Louisiana House 
of Representatives in 2015 and 
Lieutenant Governor in 2019. He is 
also a former member of the Zulu 
Social Aid and Pleasure Club. He does 
not have much of an overt campaign 
message and his platform running for 
Lieutenant Governor was similarly 
nebulous, with unsubstantiated lip 
service to increasing tourism outside 
of the main Louisiana hubs and 
providing tax incentives for the film 
industry. He ran against Republican 
Billy Nungesser and was endorsed by 
the Louisiana Democratic Party.

Kenya Rounds is an attorney who 
serves on the Zulu board of directors 
as well as practicing personal injury, 
contract, and criminal law. He was 
accused of attempting to cover up a 
sexual harassment complaint against a 
Zulu member in 2018. Also in 2018, he 
represented Edgar P. Harney Spirit of 
Excellence Academy’s Board. Former 
Principal Ashonta Wyatt claimed 
that Rounds denied Wyatt’s request 
for a public meeting when the board 
convened to discuss firing her, after 
she criticized board spending. She 
claims that he denied her request in 
a possible violation of open-meeting 
law, though he disputes this account.

Summary: None of these choices 
are particularly exciting. Both 
Badon and Rounds’ records are 
disqualifying. Jones doesn’t have 
the glaring red flags, but his actual 
politics remain unclear.

DSCC MEMBER
102ND DISTRICT “A”

Delisha Boyd
Roberta B. Brown

The 102nd District includes Algiers 
and New Aurora.

Delisha Boyd is the DPEC 
incumbent for District C and a real 
estate agent at her own business. 
Her strong business background 
and connections with other DPEC 
members have strengthened her ties 
in the Louisiana political scene, but 
we have concerns about someone 
who has a vested interest in the rise 
of housing prices also having a say 
in the legislature (of course, a great 
many people in positions of power fit 
that description).

Roberta B. Brown is the founder 
and executive director of Concerned 
Citizens for a Better Algiers, a non-
profit that provides services to low 
and middle income families. Brown 
is also the jury commissioner at 
Orleans Criminal District Court, 
but not much else is available to the 
public in terms of her political values.

Summary: Vote Boyd or Brown.

DSCC MEMBER
105TH DISTRICT “A”

Vanessa Turner Billiot
Lisa Ray Diggs

The 105th District includes the east 
bank of Plaquemines Parish, the 
west bank of Jefferson Parish, and a 
small portion of Algiers.

Vanessa Turner Billiot is a 
resident of Plaquemines Parish, the 
rest is a mystery.

Lisa Ray Diggs is a current member 
of the DSCC for her district and was 
previously endorsed by Congressman 
Cedric Richmond. Diggs, who 
recently announced she will be a Joe 
Biden delegate at the Democratic 
National Convention, was on Team 
Joe since before the fall of the more 
progressive candidates, so it is clear 
her politics are hardly left of center.

Summary: Diggs, as she seems to be 
the one in politics here.

DSCC MEMBER
105TH DISTRICT “B”

Darren P. Lombard
Burghart H. Turner

Darren Lombard is the current Chair 
of the DPEC and has been a court 
clerk for years. Most notably, Lombard 
navigated the logistics of post-Katrina 
elections and has been praised for his 
management skills. In 2018, Lombard 
was elected to serve as clerk of the 
second city court which deals in small 
claims, civil lawsuits, and evictions 
with rental fees under $3,000 a month.
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Burghart Turner has had three 
unsuccessful runs for Plaquemines 
Parish President. Could it be his 
confusing campaign announcement 
that stated his philosophy of “Do 
no harm, do all you can, and find 
ways to make government work for 
the people. If government doesn’t 
work for the people, then it doesn’t 
work.” ? Could it be his ties to 
Chevron that interfered with his 
service on city council?

Summary: Lombard.

some names from this list (Carlos 
Zervigon, Richard Duplantier 
Jr., Bob Crowley and Deborah 
Chapman) because they are also 
running for DSCC positions.

Aimee Freeman keeps running 
for office, and that means we are 
going to keep calling her out on her 
campaign for increased policing. 
Prior to her election to the Louisiana 
House of Representatives, she sat 
on the executive committee of the 
New Orleans Police and Justice 
Foundation, and has advocated for 
more surveillance of people post-
incarceration. We’ve got to do better 
than Freeman.

Incumbents Gizelle Banks and 
her husband Ryan Banks are both 
running for reelection. Mr. Banks 
is a graphic designer and elected 
member of the Black Organization 
for Leadership Development. Mrs. 
Banks is president of the Finance 
Authority of New Orleans, a housing 
and development financing agency 
geared toward low-income people. 
She recently reposted and applauded 
Cantrell’s open letter to protesters 
who had demonstrated outside the 
mayor’s house—a letter that sought to 
shame the protesters and undermine 
the organizers by misrepresenting 
their stated goals. We reject Cantrell’s 
bad-faith chiding, and Banks’ 
endorsement. We stand with the 
protesters and organized workers, 
the striking sanitation workers, Still 
Perkin’ baristas on the picket line: 
the people who Cantrell ignored in 
that letter.

Allen Borne Jr. lost the 2019 
District 5 senatorial race, but is back 
running for a different position. In 
response to our survey, he said he 
would support the decriminalization 
of sex work “with credentials and 
testing.” He indicated he would 
not support the decriminalization 
of drug use, but would instead 
seek to prosecute abusive drug 
manufacturers. Unfortunately, this 
approach does nothing to address 
the discrimination of drug users 
trying to find work or housing, nor 
overpolicing and the prison pipeline.

Christian Bonin is an attorney, 
born and raised in Lakeview. His 
father is former judge Paul Bonin, 
who is being federally investigated 
for making legal decisions based on 
personal financial and political ties 
to a post-incarceration monitoring 
company, including threatening to 
put people back in jail if they fell 
behind on payments to the company. 
Bonin supported Dad’s election on 
his own social media pages in 2016, 
and has been silent since these 
allegations came out. Complacency in 
the face of oppression is complicity.

Incumbent Mindy Brickman is 
an attorney, is involved in the New 
Orleans Pro Bono Project, and serves 
on the New Orleans Industrial 

Development Board. Most ongoing 
construction projects the board has 
given money to are hotels and CBD 
apartments, including one loft project 
that was exposed for converting units 
to short term rentals in 2017.

Cortney Busch, executive director at 
international fundraising foundation 
non-profit Chapel & York, previously 
worked for Tammy Savoie. Where 
Savoie worked for the military, Busch 
served as operations director for 
Reprieve US, a non-profit that works 
to free Guantánamo Bay detainees. 
We salute the latter but are wary of 
big finance conflicts of interest in the 
former.

Carling Dinkler is an experienced 
policy adviser with seven years in 
DC under his belt spent working 
under members of Congress. Two 
of his main focuses are redistricting 
and undoing gerrymandering, and 
restoring the coastline. Rob Clemenz 
is a hagiographer, who makes medals 
adorned with saints. He doesn’t have 
much of a political presence so far, 
but is anti-Trump online. Incumbent 
Sylvia M. Crier was a teacher in New 
Orleans for over 50 years. We salute 
her dedication to working with our 
city’s young people. However, in a 
2016 interview, she placed blame on 
parents who “don’t have money to buy 
[their kid] a book... but are standing 
in line at the Nike store at 4 in the 
morning.” That’s a pretty reductive 
misrepresentation of the deepset 
poverty and education problems in 
New Orleans, and disturbing to hear 
from a longtime teacher.

Caroline Fayard ran for lieutenant 
governor and state senator, losing 
in both races. She is a lawyer from a 
wealthy family that was previously 
endorsed by the Landrieus. In her 
previous elections, she’s tried a kind 
of centrist approach, positioning 
herself as an outsider Democrat and 
hero of the young people—due to her 
radical ideas like closing the gender 
pay gap. However, she’s also in the 
pocket of big oil and panders to the 
right on topics like reducing state 
government and opposing the ACA.

In stark contrast to Fayard’s big money 
and powerful friends, Tony Grana is 
a grassroots candidate who advocates 
for unions and Black Lives Matters. 
He is an organizer who has been 
volunteering on campaigns since he 
was a teenager. Erin Huggins seems 
like another promising candidate. 
She supported Bernie, protested 
police brutality, and has experience 
with crisis intervention and treating 
sexual trauma and domestic violence 
survivors.

Emily Leitzinger hosts a radio 
show on WHIV dedicated to helping 
listeners learn about ways they can 
get involved in community initiatives 
around the city. Over the course of 
more than 85 broadcasts, Leitzinger 
has drawn attention to everything 

from Delta restoration to food 
insecurity, health care for musicians, 
and composting. Leitzinger has a track 
record of caring about this city and the 
people who live here, and now seeks to 
bring her mission of compassion and 
inclusion to the political field. 

Simon Levitsy is an attorney 
promising “new perspectives and 
unbiased decision making.” If you 
can get past this blandly jargonistic 
babble you’ll find some decent 
signs, like supporting BLM and 
providing pro-bono help with filing 
unemployment claims throughout 
the COVID-19 crisis. Natalie 
Mitchell, also an attorney candidate 
worth a look, can be found online 
voicing her criticism of Louisiana’s 
youth incarceration and immigrant 
concentration camps. She has spent 
some time in City Hall as well, doing 
public relations and liaising with the 
business community (we don’t know 
how those two fit together either).

Irma Muse-Dixon was the 
first Black person to be elected 
to the Louisiana Public Service 
Commission, where she represented 
the 3rd District for 12 years. A former 
social worker, Muse-Dixon mentored 
a generation of Black politicians 
seeking leadership roles in the ‘80s. 
She is involved in the Urban League 
and Beacon of Hope charity, and 
currently serves as parliamentarian 
on the Louisiana Democratic Party 
Executive Committee. Dixon’s 
most recently articulated political 
priorities are the same inoffensive 
boilerplate agenda espoused by Dem 
centrists here and everywhere: better 
schools, better jobs, more affordable 
housing, a safer city. Her personal 
touch is also advocating for improved 
technology training—a field in which 
she built herself a career outside of 
public service.

In an outright campaign of bullying, 
Jason Napoli brought malicious 
personal criminal charges against 
public defenders. As a result of his 
tenaciously vexatious litigation, a 
judge once even (allegedly) called 
Napoli “Lucifer” after he harassed 
her on her personal cell phone. 
With Napoli as a top prosecutor in 
the notoriously nefarious, often 
outright malicious District Attorney 
Leon Cannizzaro’s office, we can 
only imagine that the toxicity of that 
workplace ought to have earned it a 
designation as New Orleans’ second 
superfund site. In one instance of his 
pattern of abusive behavior, Napoli 
manipulated what was essentially a 
misunderstanding or bureaucratic 
error into a young public defender 
being held under $50,000 bail. Jenny 
Holzer’s axiom holds: abuse of power 
comes as no surprise. The last thing 
someone like Napoli needs is more 
power. 

A former journalist for Gambit and 
The Times-Picayune, David Lee 
Simmons now works as Mayor 

DPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT A
14 to be elected

Aimee Adatto Freeman
Kristin Artigues (withdrew)
Gizelle Banks
Ryan Banks
Christian Bonin
Allen H. Borne Jr.
Mindy Brickman
Cortney Busch
Deborah Violet Chapman
Robert “Rob” Clemenz
Sylvia M. Crier
Robert “Bob” Crowley
Reuben DeTiege II
Carling Dinkler
Richard Duplantier Jr.
Caroline Fayard
Anthony “Tony” Grana
Edmond L. Guidry
Sean Hoffman
Erin Huggins
Alexandria Irvin
Kathryn “Katie” Ives
Jackson Jimenez
Susan Krantz
Rose A. Lalanne
Elizabeth “Beth” LeBlanc
Emily Leitzinger
Simon Levitsky
Kate Magsamen
Shaun Mena
Natalie K. Mitchell
Irma Muse-Dixon
Jason Napoli
Julie Ray
Beverly Richard
Elizabeth Sangisetty
William “Will” Scott
David Lee Simmons
Leah Stevenson
Jack Reno Sweeney
Sarah Usdin
Mark Vicknair
Thomas “Tom” Watson
Alex Weingarten
Carlos L. Zervigon

District A is made up of the Uptown, 
Carrollton, Lakeview, Fairgrounds, 
City Park and Audubon Park 
neighborhoods. You’ll recognize 
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Cantrell’s deputy communications 
director. He has called for 
conversations and dialogue about 
renaming city spaces and removing 
statues, and has praised peaceful 
protests. Though we appreciate 
Simmons using his platform 
in a positive way, agreeing that 
Confederate statues and police 
brutality are bad is pretty low-
hanging fruit.
 
DSA-backed Jack Reno Sweeney 
works with the Louisiana Bucket 
Brigade, an organization committed 
to fighting environmental racism in 
Cancer Alley. Sweeney is a potential 
Sanders delegate and is in favor of at 
least a $15 minimum wage, Medicare 
for All, and shifting the budget from 
policing to community services. 
He is so committed to government 
transparency that he set up a Reddit 
Ask Me Anything for his campaign.

Sarah Usdin has moved through the 
Teach for America ranks, ultimately 
becoming the state director. Usdin 
then moved on to co-found New 
Schools for New Orleans, a nonprofit 
that launches and expands charter 
schools. We’re looking for the 
opposite of that.

Incumbent and attorney Mark 
Vicknair was previously a public 
defender in Orleans Parish. While 
Vicknair was a committee member 
for the Pro Bono Project, he also sits 
on the Police Community Advisory 
Board (PCAB).

Elizabeth Sangisetty is a 
pediatrician, member of the IWO, 
and married to lawyer and state 
rep Ravi Sangisetty. During his 
campaign, she published a letter in 
support of her husband, detailing the 
topics that come up at their family 
dinners such as racial disparities 
in health care, reproductive rights, 
and reducing the number of ICE 
detention centers in Louisiana.

Bishop Tom Watson founded The 
Family Center of Hope and once ran 
for mayor, neither of which went 
well. The center (still yet to be built), 
which received $2.7 million of public 
funds, has been the subject of six 
lawsuits. Money mishandling aside, 
if finally built, the center would 
provide programming for teens 
convicted of crimes as an alternative 
to the juvenile detention center. 
All sounds great until you realize 
that the center won’t accept teens 
who have substance abuse issues, 
mental health crises, or have prior 
convictions for crimes deemed too 
violent.

Summary: YES: Dinkler, Sangisetty, 
Zervignon, Grana, Huggins, 
Leitzinger, Sweeney. MAYBE: 
Borne, Busch, Levitsy, Muse-Dixon, 
Mitchell, Simmons. NO: Freeman, 
Banks (both), Bonin, Brickman, 
Watson, Crier, Crowley, Fayard, 
Napoli, Usdin, Vicknair.

DPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT B
14 to be elected

Diana Bajoie
Olander “Butch” Bajoie
Charmaine Baker-Fox 
Katherine Baudouin
Jonetta Bennett
Artelia Bennett-Banks
Seth Bloom
Justin Boone
Kristine Breithaupt
Avis M. Brock
Cheron Brylski
Valerie Bustamante
Kevin Caldwell
Eileen Carter
Karen Carter-Peterson
Joseph “Trey” Caruso
Ronald C. Coleman
Danae Columbus
Noa Elliott
Ryan Gomez
Caroline Good
Rhys Gribbin
Eric Griggs
Christine Harvey
Stacy Head
Brent Hodges
Devin Johnson
Steven Kennedy
Mandie Landry 
Isidore Marshall Jr.
Erica Martinez
“Ed” McGinnis III
Robert McKnight
Helena Moreno
Dana Peterson
Gregory Phillips
John Pourciau
Timothy David Ray
Virginia Saussy
Nyka Scott
Elizabeth Selasky
Kea Sherman
Ronald Sholes Jr.
Beverly Smith
Jonathan B. Stewart
Carlos Stich
Miles Tepper

District B includes the Irish 
Channel, Uptown, Broadmoor, 
Central City, and the CBD.

You’ll recognize some names 
from this list (Diana Bajoie, Avis 
Brock, Valerie Bustamante, 
Carlos Stich, and Timothy David 
Ray) because they are also running 
for DSCC positions.

The first in the Carter trilogy is 
Karen Carter-Peterson, Louisiana 
Democratic Party and state Senate 
member. Carter-Peterson served on 
Obama’s task force developing the 
Affordable Care Act and has been 
pushing for health care expansions 
in the state Legislature. Her husband 
Dana Peterson is the deputy 
superintendent of external affairs 
at the Recovery School District; 
and while the guiding principles of 
our group require us to be firmly 
anti-charter, Peterson and his team 
are slowly returning control from 
board to parish. Carter-Peterson’s 
sister Eileen Carter is also running. 

Carter is the radio show host of The 
Good Life Radio Show and is also 
Cantrell’s social media manager.

And that brings us to a whole slew 
of these candidates who are part of 
the Cantrell administration. We’ve 
got Trey Caruso, Cantrell’s press 
assistant and John Pourciau, 
chief of staff who we only know 
through their statements on behalf 
of the governing “we.” Justin 
Boone is also a special assistant 
to the mayor and is on the board 
of the Broadmoor Improvement 
Association where Cantrell was once 
president. Representing Action New 
Orleans, Cantrell’s political action 
committee, is Kristine Breithaupt, 

who holds the role of director 
of communications. Breithaupt 
continues to lobby for the City to 
receive higher shares of tourism 
revenue.

After his loss in 2017 to Jay Banks for 
City Council District B, Seth Bloom 
is back on a ballot. Bloom came 
under scrutiny for his shoddy record 
of attendance while serving on the 
Orleans Parish School Board, and 
for his support of charter schools in 
general. On the other hand, Bloom 
continues to have a more humanistic 
approach to criminal justice, in 
part due to his own struggle with 
addiction involving opioids and his 
work with the Welcoming Project, 
which assists in reintegrating 
formerly imprisoned young people.

Councilmember Giarrusso’s land 
use and policy director, Katherine 
Baudouin, is also seeking a 
committee seat. Baudouin, who has a 
background working with Medicaid 
at the Louisiana Department 
of Health, pledges to prioritize 
school-based health care. On her 
personal Facebook page, Baudouin 
called NOPD’s use of teargas on 
protestors “not okay” which is an 
understatement to say the least, 
but stands out because among any 
politicians in this city, vocal critics of 
the police are few and far between.

Councilmember Helena Moreno 
is a mixed bag. Yes, Moreno has 
supported bills aimed at decreasing 
opioid overdose deaths, providing 
protection for victims of sexual 
assault, and decriminalizing 
marijuana. But Moreno (a devotee 
of “top cop” Kamala Harris) also 
proposed using unclaimed lottery 
winnings to fund increased state 

trooper presence in the French 
Quarter. Most recently, Moreno 
directed Entergy to provide 
forgiveness and credits to help out 
those in financial need during the 
pandemic (though the funding that 
Entergy is using is just money they 
were supposed to refund to people 
years ago but haven’t, plus some 
storm reserve money).

District 91 state Representative 
Mandie Landry has been a 
champion of reproductive rights, 
the legalization of marijuana, 
and authored the newly passed 
bill that enacted the first changes 
in over a hundred years to 
Louisiana’s solitary confinement 

laws. In a recent act of solidarity 
with protesters, Landry used her 
campaign Facebook page to share 
the letter written by health care 
professionals condemning the use 
of teargas by the NOPD.

Ronald Coleman is the new 
president of the board of the local 
NAACP and is tasked with helping 
the organization recover from the 
past few years of leadership turmoil 
and money mismanagement. Also 
on the Board of the NAACP is 
Gregory Phillips, who resigned 
from his position as CEO of James 
M. Singleton Charter School and 
Dryades YMCA after a standardized 
test cheating scandal.

New to politics is Ryan Gomez, 
whose platform centers around 
“progressive voices, anti-racism, 
worker dignity, and care-based 
society.” Though he self-identifies 
as being Warren-first Sanders-
second this still places him 
further left than most of the 
other candidates. His website 
includes a directory of progressive 
organizations (and the list is not 
just full of nonprofits!) encouraging 
people to get involved. We 
appreciate the energy.

Then we have Eric Griggs, a.k.a. 
Doc Griggs, who you might recognize 
from his weekly slot on Fox 8 as the 
health educator. The “every man’s 
doctor” is adding politics to his 
laundry list of extracurriculars. At 
least one can hope he’d use science-
based information to make informed 
public health decisions (looking at 
you, Avegno).

The Tulane crowd includes Rhys 
Gribbin, who graduated in 2019. A 

Ambitious and connected people 
can seem like inevitable winners. 
But this type of low-level, grassroots 
election is exactly the place to begin 
undermining that assumption.
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not-as-recent grad, Miles Tepper 
is a special assistant to Cantrell 
and co-founder of Sister District 
NOLA, an organization helping 
to elect progressive candidates. 
However, they recently supported 
Tammy Savoie, indicating that their 
definition of progressive is a $9 
minimum wage. Another Tulane 
Sister District NOLA candidate 
is Noa Elliot, who also works 
for Millenial Voter Engagement 
(MoVE).

Robert McKnight, former Orleans 
public defender, maintains his 
commitment to reforming the 
criminal reform justice system 
and has previously earned an 
endorsement from Step Up 
Louisiana. Kea Sherman, 
proponent of all things girl power™, 
is a lawyer and previous candidate 
for state Representative whose 
political priorities have been coastal 
restoration and improvements to 
local infrastructure.

Steven Kennedy is the president 
of a real estate advisory firm and 
well-known for his involvement 
in and commitment to Justice & 
Beyond, a Black-led, anti-racist 
weekly forum for progressive 
social change. Founder of the 
pro-legalization of marijuana 
organization CommonSense NOLA 
Kevin Caldwell intrigues us. We 
applaud his pro-drug stance, but are 
disappointed that the majority of 
his focus is on the business aspect 
of marijuana and not on addressing 
the racial disparities in the carceral 
system or the legalized market.

Former editor at NOLA Family 
Magazine, Christine Harvey is 
an “obsessive planner and mom 
of two” who wants more police 
presence in her neighborhood. You 
might recognize incumbent Danae 
Columbus from her endless supply 
of deranged Uptown Messenger 
articles, the most appalling of which 
supports Trump’s false assertions 
on crime. Or you might remember 
when she was fired from her post 
as City Council spokeswoman after 
making a racial slur (and never 
apologizing for it).

Stacy Head was the only City 
Councilmember to oppose the 
removal of the Lee statue in 2017 
and, perhaps not coincidentally, is 
also notorious for being particularly 
hostile to Black leadership. Political 
consultant Cheron Brylski, who is 
heavily involved in charter schools, 
has also been caught playing some 
bizarre race politics and tokenizing 
games for her clients that can only 
be described as... still racist.

Summary: YES: Baudouin, 
Coleman, Gomez, Landry, Kennedy, 
Peterson, and McKnight. MAYBE: 
Kevin Caldwell, Elliott, Phillips, 
and Griggs. NO: Brylski, Columbus, 
Harvey, and Head.

DPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT C
14 to be elected

Jihad Allen
Delisha Boyd
Joseph Broussard Jr.
Roberta B. Brown
Troy A. Carter
Kenneth Cutno
David Daniels II
John Davillier Sr.
Marlon Defillo
Lisa Ray Diggs
Ericka Edwards-Jones
Leslie Ellison
Rhonda Findley
David Flemings
Kenneth P. Garrett Sr.
Kristin Gisleson Palmer
Sandra Henderson-Wilson
Merlin Jackson
Rongel Johnson
Freddie King III
Noah Kressler
Adam Lambert
Darren P. Lombard
Jordan Lombard
Jordan Hunter Mitchell
Zachary “Zach” Monroe
Nadine Ramsey
Edward Robinson
Tyler Russell
Edwin Shorty
Margie Thomas
Hashim Walters

District C is a widely diverse area, 
containing parts of the French 
Quarter, Marigny, Bywater, 
Tremé, plus Algiers and a bit of the 
Westbank. The ballot reflects the 
diversity of the district, in terms of 
the wide range of candidates and 
their backgrounds.

Running for this district are 
some more established local 
politicians like Councilmember 
Kristen Gisleson Palmer and 
former Councilmember Nadine 
Ramsey. Palmer is one of the 
more progressive members of 
the current council (except when 
it comes to sex workers’ rights, 
unfortunately). She worked to 
increase regulations against 
short-term rentals, and supported 
construction of an affordable 
housing complex in the Bywater, 
part of her own district, despite 
pushback and NIMBY bigotry 
from some of her constituents. 
Her predecessor, Ramsey, had 
previously positioned herself 
against converting riverfront 
property into affordable housing.

We’ve also got some fresh young 
upstarts like Jihad Allen, whose 
community involvement includes 
youth mentorship and coordination 
of domestic violence conferences. 
You might remember Hashim 
Walters as the youngest mayoral 
candidate in the 2018 election at 
just 22 years of age. During his run, 
he advocated for local control of 
public schools, expanding housing 
for low-income people, and the 

expansion of City Council to include 
representation of New Orleans East. 
As for this freshman class, we prefer 
those two over Tyler Russel, an 
urban planner who works under 
Mayor Cantrell.

There are some red flags here 
as well. Chief among them is 
Marlon Defillo. At one time the 
second highest ranking officer on 
the NOPD, he retired in a hurry 
after blowback for his failure to 
investigate the cops who killed and 
burned the body of Henry Glover 
during Katrina. We’re also wary of 
attorney Edwin Shorty, who is a 
member of the Louisiana Constable 
and Marshall’s Association—the 
police have more than enough 
power and representation. Leslie 
Ellison earned a reputation serving 
on the Orleans Parish School Board, 
where she argued in support of a 
bill that would have allowed charter 
schools to refuse enrollment to gay 
students by claiming, verbatim, 
“There is no such thing” as 
seperation of church and state.

Candidates like Delisha Boyd, 
a real estate broker, and Erika 
Edwards-Jones, who is on the 
board of trustees at a charter school, 
give us pause for their overlapping 
professional interests.

Kenneth P. Garrett Sr. previously 
ran for state Representative on a 
platform of balancing the budget. 
Zachary “Zach” Monroe is a 
consultant and former campaign 
manager for Mickey Murphy, 
former candidate for Senate who 
lost a runoff against Beth Mizell. 
Monroe previously had worked 
under Mary Landrieu and Cedric 
Richmond. Though there’s not 
much available in the way of 
Monroe’s own political leanings, his 
many years spent working behind 
the scenes in Louisiana politics 
make him a decent pick for the 
experience and practical insight 
he could bring to local elections. 
Kenneth Cutno formerly ran for 
the House, and supports criminal 
justice reform and raising the 
minimum wage.

Rhonda Findley owns boutique 
clothing stores in the Quarter and 
on Magazine. Noah Kessler is a 
corporate finance attorney. Merlin 
Jackson is a lifelong teacher who 
earned recognition from the state 
for his work with young people. One 
of these is not like the others.

Summary: There’s more to be wary 
of than to get excited for. About 
half these people will get seats, 
though, one way or the other. Harm 
reduction means voting against cops, 
bigots, and predatory capitalists 
as often as possible. YES: Palmer, 
Walters, Cutno, Jackson. MAYBE: 
Garrett, Monroe, Allen, Russel. NO: 
Defillo, Ramsey, Shorty, Ellison, 
Boyd, Edwards-Jones.

DPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT D
14 to be elected

Gwendolyn Allen
Eldon Delloyd Anderson
Patrick Armstrong
Ethan Ashley
Gabi Bonin
Kenneth “Kenny” Bordes
Leslie Bouie
Gretchen Bradford
Jared Brossett
Cynthia Cade
Catherine Clayton
Ryan Early
Wayne Encalarde Jr.
Adonis C. Expose
Maple Richmond Gaines
Eugene Green
Marguerite Green
Sandra Green Thomas
Randy Greenup
Brandon Gregoire
Lois “Pye” Hazeur
Jeanne “Jon” Jackson
Kevin “KJ” Jackson (withdrew)
Alvin Johnson
Jerome Johnson
Deborah Langhoff
Durrell L. Laurent
Rachel Lockhart
Percy Manson
Arthur A. Morrell
Jared Munster
David Gregory Nowak
Diedre Pierce Kelly
John Price (withdrew)
Brandon H. Robb
Tammy Savoie
Mary R. Schultz
LaTanja Silvester-Lewis
Megan Snider
Maria Mercedes Tio
Iam Christian Tucker
Dominic Anthony Willard Jr.
Matthew Willard
Angele Wilson

District D includes parts of the 
Upper 9th Ward, Gentilly, Lakeview, 
parts of the Tremé and a small part 
of New Orleans East.

Eldon Delloyd Anderson is from 
New Orleans, and has worked for 
Take Fo’ Entertainment and Records 
(D.J. Jubilee, Katey Red, Choppa) 
for decades. We are happy to see 
more people in the music biz run 
for office, and Anderson seems to 
have strong ties to the community. 
Next up is Patrick Armstrong, 
whose abandoned blog took a 
detailed (if somewhat rambly) look 
at New Orleans politics. Not many 
people are out here writing about 
the consent decree, the Entergy 
stranglehold on New Orleans rate-
payers, and City zoning overhauls, 
but it is a valuable service.

Ethan Ashley has a history of 
working with the charter regime 
in the school board, but has also 
worked for juvenile justice reform, 
and served as director of community 
engagement for the Urban League 
of Louisiana. In his unsuccessful run 
for state Representative, he backed 
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gender-inclusive sex education, bail 
reform and ending fees for re-entry 
programs, and state-funded Universal 
Basic Income. Kenny Bordes is a civil 
rights and wage law attorney running 
on a platform to protect civil rights 
and workers’ rights, and to make the 
party more accessible. He also co-
hosts a civil rights law show on WHIV.

Gretchen Bradford is president 
of the Pontchartrain Park 
Neighborhood Association, which 
has promoted COVID testing 
and provided mask and food 
distribution in their community. 
Since the national uprising against 
police brutality, Bradford has 
posted about Black Lives Matter on 
her social media. Similarly, Rachel 
Lockhart has a fairly progressive 
social media presence.

Leslie Bouie is heavily involved in 
different community institutions—a 
board member at the Preservation 
Resource Center, which has a history 
of racist directors, and is a board 
member of the Gentilly Terrace and 
Gardens Neighborhood Association. 
In 2016, Bouie served as board chair of 
the charter network New Beginnings, 
and approved a $175,000 salary for a 
CEO. At the time, the network had just 
four schools under its management, 
and last year, the same CEO was 
suspended with pay after multiple 
allegations of malfeasance.

Councilmember Jared Brossett is 
the recently disgraced representative 
of District D, after being charged 
with a DWI on the first night of bars 
reopening. Just prior, he refused to 
condemn NOPD for their use of tear 
gas and rubber bullets on nonviolent 
protesters who were kettled on a 
bridge on the interstate. As a rule 
we don’t find it helpful or kind to 
shame people for their relationship 
to substances, nor their encounters 
with the law. However, endangering 
the lives of others—the lives of your 
constituents, over whom you have 
some power—with reckless behavior 
is certainly unacceptable. Driving 
drunk is bad, but letting cops get away 
with tear gassing people makes you a 
SERIOUS menace to the public.

2017 Zulu King Adonis Exposé 
runs an event management 
business and works for the Housing 
Authority of New Orleans (HANO) 
in communications. He is active in 
the community both professionally 
(recruiting small businesses to 
contract with RTA) and outside of 
work, collaborating with various 
youth groups and organizing within 
Zulu. Exposé ran for the Louisiana 
House District 99 seat in 2019 and 
has expressed support for charter 
school oversight and reform.

Brandon Gregoire previously ran for 
Louisiana State Senate in 2019. He is a 
Marine Corps veteran who was also a 
speechwriter for the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps. In his Senate run, 

he advocated for coastal restoration, 
education funding, and collaboration 
in government throughout the 
region to improve transportation 
and infrastructure. He is publicly 
uncritical of the military, and his 
stated aims are both uncontroversial 
and unspecific.

This brings us to Eugene Green who 
is on the City Planning Commission 
and the New Orleans Council on 
Aging, and founded Nationwide 
Real Estate Corporation, a property 
management company. He ran for 
Louisiana House of Representatives 
and City Council before, in 2019 
and 2014, respectively. Considering 
his obvious interest in housing 
instability and disenfranchisement 
via the predatory real estate 
industry, we have a hearty 
skepticism of his candidacy.

On the other hand, we have 
gardener and small business owner 
Marguerite Green, who last year 
ran an inspiring but ultimately 
unsuccessful David vs. Goliath 
campaign for state agriculture 
commissioner. An active DSA 
member, Green ran on a platform 
of sustainability, environmental 
and food justice, and protecting 
Louisiana’s forests.

Next up we have incumbent Sandra 
Green Thomas, a delegate for 
Joe Biden. Thomas is a founding 
member of the GU272 Descendants 
Association, an association by 
and for the descendants of the 
272 enslaved people sold by the 
Jesuits in 1838 and trafficked from 
Maryland to Louisiana. The group 
has courageously sought justice 
from Georgetown University—the 
institution that benefited from the 
sale of their ancestors.

Durrell Laurent is president of the 
Edgewood Heights Neighborhood 
Association and board chairman of 
Einstein Charter Schools. Under 
Laurent’s management, Einstein 
apparently failed to meet state 
guidelines when, in 2019, the school 
neglected to give over 500 students 
a state-mandated social studies 
exam, and failed in 2018 to provide 
transportation for students, arguing 
that giving them free RTA vouchers 
accomplished the same goal. Running 
for Louisianna State Representative, 
he then argued OPSB should pay 

for buses. He campaigned saying 
that partnerships with trade unions 
could help high school students 
find careers. While this is not an 
objectively terrible idea, we need to 
be cautious that such programs don’t 
funnel Black students into dangerous 
or underpaid jobs.

Maria Mercedes Tio worked for city 
councilmember James Gray, and says 
she wants to use the DPEC position 
to increase registration and turnout. 
Though Tio initially supported 
Kamala Harris, she has joined Women 
for Biden. In her professional life, 
she has worked in public relations for 
politicians including Mitch Landrieu 
during his time as Lieutenant 
Governor, and also for James Gray, 
former city councilmember.

Jared Munster led the City’s 
Department of Safety and Permitting 
and has been executive interim 
director of the RTA. He is now their 
chief administrative officer. He 
recently wrote an op-ed calling for 
Jared Brossett’s resignation after his 
DWI. David Gregory Nowak is a real 
one, as discussed previously (DSCC / 
District 97A race above).

LaTanja Silvester-Lewis is 
another Biden delegate, and a co-
founder of the Les Femmes PAC, 
which helps elect female candidates 
to Democratic offices in Louisiana. 
She is also president of SEIU-Local 
21, a service workers’ union that 
supports the rights of school staff in 
New Orleans to unionize.

Brandon Robb is a lawyer 
specializing in family law and LGBTQ 
civil issues in particular. Matthew 
Willard is a member of the state 
legislature (representing the 97th 
District). During his house race he 
was endorsed by the AFL-CIO, the 
United Teachers of New Orleans, and 
STEP UP Louisiana, an education and 
economic justice organization. He 
campaigned on fighting for lowered 
property taxes for seniors and paid 
maternity leave. He has also authored 
legislation to improve protections for 
long term care facility residents.
 
Summary: YES: Anderson, 
Armstrong, Ashley, Bordes, Cade, 
(Marguerite) Green, Nowak, Silvester-
Lewis, and Willard. MAYBE: Thomas, 
Kelly, Langhoff. NO: Brossett, (Eugene) 
Green, Gregoire, Morrell, Laurent.

DPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT E
14 to be elected

Lisa Marie Manning Ambrose
Brandon Armant
Austin Badon
Therese Badon
Frederick M. Bell
Shawon Bernard
Cathy Brice
Hattie M. Broussard
Alisha Lain Brumfield
Kimberly Lavon Burbank
Trenton Butler
Alicia Plummer Clivens
Shelia Collins-Stallworth
Lena Craig-Stewart
Kelly Derbigny
Brian P. Egana
Donna Glapion
Kevin Guillory
Carl Haydel
David Hudson
Jason Hughes
Dent A. Hunter Jr.
Anthony Jackson Jr.
Ashton M. Jackson
Thomas Jasper
“Jenn” Johnson
Eric Jones
Felix Jones
Mildred Jones
Tymetrius “Tyme” Jones (withdrew)
Willie Jones
Barbara Lacen Keller
Trecenia Conerly Lewis
Sabrina C. Mays
Dawn McKendall-Hunter
Diamond Nickelson
Chelsey Richard Napoleon
Raquel Greenup Richmond
Kenya Rounds
Betty P. Stewart
Cynthia Willard-Lewis

District E comprises New Orleans 
East and the Lower 9th Ward.

You’ll recognize some names from 
this list (Jenn Johnson, Austin 
Badon, Alicia Plummer Clivens, 
WIllie Jones, Raquel Greenup 
Richmond, Lisa Marie Manning 
Ambrose, Kenya Rounds) because 
they are also running for DSCC 
positions (see above).

There are those already working in 
politics, such as incumbent Therese 
Badon, who is married to Austin 
Badon. She is VP of development of 
UNCF, an organization that raises 
millions of dollars each year for 
Black and POC college scholarships, 
as well as supporting HBCUs. 
While we are deeply skeptical of 
nonprofits, we also believe that 
supporting Black students and 
HBCUs is important. Given Badon’s 
profession, we know at the very 
least she is a skilled fundraiser. 
Another incumbent, Sheila Collins-
Stallworth, is the current treasurer 
of the OPDEC, but other than that 
she flies under the radar.

Chelsey Richard Napoleon has been 
in the business for a while and is a 
member of both the League of Women 
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Voters and the Independent Women’s 
Organization. During the pandemic, 
she has been working diligently to 
provide free online access to public 
records. Very good! Information 
wants to be free! Then we have 
Cynthia Willard-Lewis, a former 
member of the state Senate and House 
of Representatives. She served on City 
Council during the immediate years 
post-Katrina and continues to push 
for resources for New Orleans East.

There are also candidates working 
in City Hall or affiliated with the 
Cantrell Administration, such as 
Kelly Derbigny, who works for 
Cyndi Nguyen’s office as a special 
project director. She does not appear 
to be actively campaigning.

Trenton Butler actually has a 
Twitter explaining the functions 
and responsibilities of the office, 
a promising sign as accessibility 
is part of that. He is young, a 
Xavier grad, and has posted about 
dismantling structural racism within 
the Democratic Party. He is involved 
with the Cantrell regime, both her 
reelection campaign and Forward 
Together New Orleans.

Barbara Lacen Keller was 
a staff member for former 
Councilmember Stacy Head, which 
meant she was tasked with doing 
damage control for Head’s inability 
to self-censor. More than once, 
Lacen Keller was put in the beyond 
uncomfortable role of attempting 
to repair Head’s relationship with 
the Black community.

From the New Orleans Education 
system, we have Shawon Bernard, 
with a background in teaching and 
educational administration, now 
practicing family and educational 
law. She ran for a position on the 
Louisiana Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to represent 
District 2 in 2019, though she lost. 
She was endorsed by the AFL-CIO 
and the Louisiana Federation of 
Teachers and School Employees 
during her run for the BESE. 
Bernard advocated for a return to 
local governance for the schools, 
and an overhaul of the entire system 
rather than continuing to tweak 
the extractive system in place now, 
because students deserve better.

Next is Brian Egana, who works 
for NORD and is very supportive of 
the great work that they do in the 
community. A less positive note: he 
is also involved with the Louisiana 
Land Trust, an organization that 
“acquired” properties through 
the Road Home post-Katrina 
rebuilding and buyout program, 
which discriminated against Black 
homeowners. He is also on the board 
of a charter organization—Firstline 
Schools, and he is a charter apologist. 
Fellow candidate Eric Jones 
resigned from the Coghill Charter 
School Board after reimbursement 

disputes and directing teachers not 
to give students failing grades.

Dawn McKendall-Hunter works 
at Young Audiences Charter School. 
Diamond Nickelson, who has 
lawn signs but no platform, is a 
social worker in the trauma unit of 
University Medical Center.

Then we have people running 
from backgrounds in other areas 
of government, such as Kevin 
Guillory, who ran for judge in 2016 
and continues to work as assistant 
district attorney at Orleans Parish 
Criminal District Court. Guillory 
hopes to steer courts away from 
punishment and towards methods 
to decrease recidivism. Meanwhile, 
Jason Hughes, vice president of the 
City Planning Commission, cautiously 
oversaw the proposal for the Bywater 
mixed-income HANO development 
and STR regulation. Hughes wants 
to move school control back to the 
Orleans Parish School Board as well as 
invigorate business growth in the East.

Sabrina Mays is the coordinator for 
the New Orleans Black Mardi Gras 
Indian Co-Op, having retired from the 
public school system after 30 years 
as both a teacher and the homeless 
liaison and program Director for the 
Orleans Parish School Board. Mays 
created summer camps for the arts, 
facilitated workshops for government 
offices, and has leadership roles in 
the Umoja Committee, the Tremé/
Seventh Ward Cultural District 
Committee, and the Tremé/Seventh 
Ward Arts and Culture Festival.

Youth advocate and actual youth (the 
23-year-old ran for representative of 
the 100th District last year but lost to 
Jason Hughes) Anthony Jackson 
Jr. is very pro-cop—volunteering 
with the NOPD and Crimestoppers. 
No apparent familial relation but 
certainly ideological kin, Ashton 
Jackson, in May of this year 2020, had 
a pro-incarceration Facebook post 
AND is lead revenue accountant for 
Entergy. Pass. Then we come to Carl 
Haydel who is just literally a cop.

One of the most well-credentialed 
contenders is Hattie M. Broussard, 
currently a mediator working with 
the Orleans Parish Family Court 
Pilot Mediator Program. She has 
worked in various federal agencies: as 
assistant chief counsel for Customs 
and Border Patrol in New Orleans 
(she left in ‘95), as a field attorney for 
the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, and assistant United States 
attorney for the Eastern District U.S. 
Department of Justice (a federal 
prosecutor). She’s currently a 
commissioner at the New Orleans 
Redevelopment Authority.

Summary: YES: Bernard, Clivens, 
Mays. MAYBE: Badon, Butler, 
Napoleon, Guillory. NO: Egana, 
Anthony and Ashton Jackson, Jones, 
Rounds, Haydel.

PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE
REPUBLICAN PARTY

Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente
“Bob” Ely
Matthew John Matern
Donald J. Trump
Bill Weld

In a reelection year, the presidential 
primary for the incumbent’s party 
is little more than a formality. Since 
presidential primaries became a 
thing, the incumbent has always 
received the nod from their party. 
Still, hollow gestures toward 
freedom and democracy are about as 
American as baseball and systemic 
racism, so by all means anyone can 
step up to the plate and waste a bunch 
of money running for the nom.

Bill Weld is currently in second 
place behind incumbent Donald 
Trump. By that we mean Weld has 
one delegate to his name compared 
to Trump’s... all the rest. Weld is 
a former Republican governor of 
Massachusetts. More recently, he 
was registered as a Libertarian before 
switching back to red to run in this 
primary. He endorsed Obama in ‘08 
and Romney in 2012. He wants to 
do away with all tax deductions and 
loopholes and impose a flat rate, has 
supported legalizing marijuana since 
the early ‘90s, and says he would 
keep and build on the Affordable 
Care Act, alongside deregulating 
private insurers. On his campaign 
site, Weld offers ye olde laissez faire 
credo, “government should stay out 
of your wallet and [...] your bedroom.” 
Counterpoint: Trump thinks Nazis are 
very fine people and is moving to close 
COVID testing sites as the number of 
infected continues to surge.

Also running is Rocky De La Fuente, 
who ran as a Democrat in 2016 and 
in 2018, entering nine senate races 
and losing them all. He denounces 
Trump’s immigration policies—which 
of course includes directing over 
four billion taxpayer dollars toward 
keeping people detained under 
inhumane conditions at the border. 
De La Fuente instead offers his own 
abstruse plan to “match immigrants 
with job shortage.” It’s unclear 
how literally that slogan should be 
taken, but his website amounts to 
repeatedly referring to immigrants 
as “assets.”

Matt Matern is an attorney and 
entrepreneur, and there is no way 
we can offer a more succinct and 
effective origin story than the one 
from the man himself: “Deeply 
impressed by Reagan’s stand against 
totalitarianism, Matt became a 
believer in the role of America 
as a champion of freedom and 
democracy around the world.” Ah, 
yes, following in Ronnie’s footsteps 
with plans to cut taxes and end 
homelessness by giving a $10,000 
federal tax credit to anyone who 
takes in a person off the streets. Yes, 
that’s his actual policy proposal.

Finally there’s Bob Ely, 
entrepreneur and former 
investment banker. This self-
described jerk previously ran against 
Obama, claiming he didn’t know 
what to do to fix the problems in our 
country except run for president, in 
a race he knows he’ll lose. 

Summary: Who comes to the 
Harm Reduction Voter Guide 
in ANTIGRAVITY to figure out 
who to vote for in the Republican 
Presidential primary? If this is 
you, contact us. We’d like to get to 
know you. Weld seems the most 
qualified and serious of these 
candidates, and displays at least 
some understanding of basic human 
rights. It is almost impossible that 
he will get the 15% of votes required 
to secure delegates and have an 
impact at the RNC, though.

RPEC MEMBER(S)
DISTRICT A
14 to be elected

John “Jay” Batt
Phil Brickman
Adrian Bruneau
Christine “Chrissy” Bruneau
James “Jeb” Bruneau
Michele Gaudin
John Grillot
Louis Gurvich
James T. “J. T.” Hannan
Francis F. J. Hebert Jr.
David Kepper Jr.
Charles Eugene Marsala
Murray Nelson
Eugenie “Gina” Palmisano
Anne Queyrouze
Allen Richard Jr.
Patrick Sens
Kirk Williamson

District A contains parts of 
Lakeview, Mid-City, Hollygrove 
and Uptown/Carrollton. This is 
the only district where registered 
Republicans will get to vote on 
members to represent the Orleans 
Republican Party. In the other 
districts, all the candidates are 
running unopposed.

Jay Batt comes from an old New 
Orleans family who owned the 
Pontchartrain Beach theme park 
once upon a different lifetime. 
He served previously on the New 
Orleans City Council from 2002 to 
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We believe that more people 
are open to radical change 
than the establishment would 
have you believe

2006. During Trump’s 2016 run, 
Batt was one of his more well-known 
Louisiana supporters and even 
served as Trump’s delegate at the 
Republican National Convention. 
More recently, he’s been Angry 
Online™ about “vandalism” at BLM 
protests and the Seattle autonomous 
zone, while remaining silent on 
police brutality.

A couple other big name local 
Republicans are on this ballot as 
well. Louis Gurvich is a third 
generation Republican and 
current chairman of the Louisiana 
Republican Party. He’s also an 
attorney and owns a large private 
security firm, New Orleans Private 
Patrol. Then there’s Phil Brickman, 
also an attorney, and chairman of 
GNOR, a local Republican PAC that 
endorsed Rispone last fall.

Adrian Bruneau is a former 
marine who transitioned to 
being a political consultant 
and equates running a political 
campaign to a military operation. 
He advised Trump’s campaign in 
Louisiana during the 2016 run. 
His wife Chrissy Bruneau and 
brother Jeb Bruneau are also 
running on this ballot. Chrissy 
is a construction lawyer and Jeb 
is CEO of the local branch of a 
national construction association, 
and surely there’s nothing 
fishy going on here. Certainly 
there couldn’t be any ulterior 
motivation from this trifecta with 
a blatant collective interest in 
who builds what and where in our 
city seeking political prowess and 
proximity to elected officials.

J.T. Hannan is the Director of 
Advancement for the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans Office of Catholic 
Schools. Kirk Williamson 
ran for the Louisiana House of 
Representatives in 2019 and lost, 
but not before getting involved in a 
shady smear campaign against his 
opponent.

Charles Eugene Marsala is an 
author, historian, and investment 
banker. If you had to choose 
someone off this list, Marsala 
might be the best bet, insofar as 
he seems the least like the bad 
guy from a ‘90s movie. It is worth 
noting, though, that he’s recently 
had a lot to say about racist statues 
coming down, defending some in a 
kind of thinly-veiled “well, here’s 
the whole story” way.

Summary: In a race like this it’s 
hard for us to say yes to any of 
these candidates. Instead, we’re 
saying definitely stay away from 
Batt, Brickman, Gurvich—who has 
enough political power—and the 
disconcerting Bruneau blob in the 
middle of the ballot. Williamson 
is also a no from us, and Hannan 
should be avoided if you value 
reproductive rights.

JUDGE 1ST CITY COURT
SECTION B

Aylin Acikalin
Jacqueline Gilds (withdrew)
Robbins Graham
Schalyece Harrison
Marissa A. Hutabarat
Sara Lewis
Scott Shea (withdrew)

This position became vacant 
after the untimely death of Judge 
Angélique Reed, the first Black judge 
to serve on this court. The First City 
Court of New Orleans’ jurisdiction 
covers civil lawsuits, small claims 
suits, and evictions—which is why 
this ballot item is arguably the 
most important of this election. 
Why? New Orleans had an eviction 
crisis long before the pandemic 
devastated our city’s residents 
and its economy. According to a 
report by Jane Place Neighborhood 
Sustainability Initiative (JPNSI), 
in 2017, one out of every 19 renter 
households faced a court-ordered 
eviction (we’re making this 
distinction because extrajudicial 
evictions aren’t possible to count) 
at some point in the year. Between 
January 2015 and June 2018, around 
24,000 people were displaced 
due to court-ordered evictions. 
Evictions disproportionately 
occur in predominantly Black 
neighborhoods, particularly in 
neighborhoods that were the victims 
of redlining and disinvestment, and 
particularly in neighborhoods that 
are more affordable.

The big picture? Our eviction 
rate is nearly double the national 
rate, and in the most vulnerable 
neighborhoods it can even be 
closer to four times that rate. 
JPNSI launched an eviction court 
monitoring project in September 
2019. Based on six months of 
monitoring, their initial report 
found that renters who are evicted 
by court-order are mostly Black, 
mostly Black women, mostly evicted 
for owing just one month’s rent or 
even less, and that most appeared 
without the benefit of an attorney.

In April, a third of this entire 
country’s tenants couldn’t make 
rent. In May, unemployment 
in New Orleans hit 24%. The 
temporary moratorium on 
evictions did not include rent 
or mortgage cancellation, and 
eviction courts have just reopened 
(with new evictions going to court 
just two days after early voting 
ends). The accumulation of these 

circumstances—the existing housing 
crisis, the pandemic, unemployment, 
lack of adequate protections—will 
no doubt trigger a wave of evictions. 
In turn, this will destabilize lives 
and make it harder for people to 
find or hold down jobs, plus worsen 
public health, which will worsen 
the pandemic. In other words, a real 
feedback loop of preventable evil. 
Orleans Parish is predicted to be hit 
the hardest in Louisiana, and the 
state itself in the top three hardest 
hit nationally, according to the 
Center for Planning Excellence.

Let’s spell it out as clearly as possible: 
Black women and their families 
may be on the verge of getting 
kicked out of their homes in record 
numbers, during a pandemic that 
disproportionately impacts Black 
people, in the midst of a national 
movement demanding we value, 
protect, and defend Black lives.

The government should have 
cancelled rent and mortgages for 
the duration of the pandemic. 
Their failure to do so will result in 
preventable suffering and premature 
death. So anyway, where are the 
judges in all of this? The CARES Act 
provided additional protections to 

properties that participate in federal 
programs, and courts around the 
country have been trying to figure 
out how to navigate those provisions, 
given that many tenants don’t know 
if their landlords are covered or 
not, and some homeowners might 
not be aware that they qualify. New 
Orleans’ solution to that? Instead 
of extending the moratorium to 
match the end date of the CARES 
protections, they’ve decided to 
operate on an honor system where 
landlords have to swear they aren’t 
evicting in defiance of CARES rules. 
Landlords are totally notorious 
for being honest even when it’s 
to the detriment of their wealth 
accumulation, right? And how will 
the affidavits be verified? How will 
violations be discovered, enforced, 
or penalized? Will violations result 
in evictees being rehomed? (No.)

This scenario shares two crucial 
commonalities with business-as-
usual in New Orleans eviction court: 
Judges will have some discretion 
(but many will pretend they don’t, 
or won’t exercise it). And also, judges 
will be limited because of decisions 
on the federal and state level (the 
state constitution significantly limits 

local autonomy on housing matters, 
e.g. property taxes).

This is the most clear-cut example 
of how voting could be considered 
harm reduction. Until we ultimately 
decommodify housing and achieve 
true liberation, we can reduce 
suffering by electing judges who 
are less likely to side with landlords 
(and by letting them know we’re 
watching). Which of these judicial 
candidates can we trust to use their 
powers of discretion to the fullest 
and protect the renters, the low-
income, working class people of New 
Orleans? Who among them share 
the values most closely aligned with 
the guiding principles of this voter 
guide? Let’s get into it.

On the topic of housing, the Greater 
New Orleans Housing Alliance 
(GNOHA) awarded Robbins 
Graham the highest score of all five 
candidates—95%. A former assistant 
district attorney, Graham has spent 
the bulk of his 30 years of practice 
in family law—as a child support 
attorney for the Department of 
Children and Family Services, 
and at the New Orleans Legal 
Assistance Corporation. However, 

we don’t know much about how that 
experience shaped his perspective 
on the law, or on his positions in 
general. In contrast, there is ample 
proof of Graham’s volunteer efforts. 
Photos of him helping out with food-
distribution, participating in faith 
community events, NORD benefits, 
and more abound on his Facebook 
page. He also shared a video on 
the destruction of Black Wall 
Street—an act of white terrorism 
about which far too few people are 
aware. Unfortunately, he also shared 
dubious copypasta on COVID-19 
prevention (don’t eat ice cream!) and 
a conspiracy theory video about how 
the virus is a Bill Gates illuminati 
plot to depopulate the earth. Though 
we have little trust in the world’s 
elite, being a public figure and using 
your platform to spread health 
misinformation could actually 
harm people, and demonstrates 
questionable judgement. So we don’t 
think he should be a judge.

A pro bono attorney at the Justice 
and Accountability Center, 
Hollygrove’s own Schalyece 
Harrison has also been out in 
the community, serving food, 
distributing masks, supporting 
local Black-owned bookstores—and 
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sharing information about renters’ 
rights during the pandemic. It’s clear 
Harrison wouldn’t take her role in 
deciding eviction cases lightly. She 
noted in an interview that tenants 
in court are often “unrepresented 
single moms.” Harrison says she is 
best qualified because “we need a 
judge who is from this community 
and understands our culture and 
our traditions and who will treat 
everyone with dignity and respect 
no matter their race, age, or income 
level.” Eviction court is a circus of 
misery and cruelty and it’s crucial for 
any prospective judge to understand 
that. But Harrison’s views on other 
matters are less clear-cut. On one 
voting guide, she is opposed to 
ending cash bail and reducing the 
number of people held on remand. 
But she is also signatory on a letter 
demanding the end of cash bail. Her 
stated opposition to restorative 
justice tools, trauma-informed 
practices, and excessive sentencing 
is surprising and disappointing. 
Her stated support for the school-
to-prison pipeline. That seems 
disqualifying in a city that cages 
traumatized kids at an alarming rate. 
It’s disappointing—we would love to 
see Angélique Reed’s seat filled by a 
Black woman from Hollygrove. 

Aylin Acikalin is the only candidate 
not to earn an A on GNOHA’s 
scorecard, and that’s no surprise—as 
a staffer for Nadine Ramsey, she 
participated in a pro-developer, anti-
neighborhood effort to build the Sun 
Yard hotel (the neighborhood won). 
Also while working for Ramsey, 
she was on the tourist-developer 
side again in a scheme to push an 
unpopular zoning change benefitting 
properties owned by Acikalin’s own 
relatives. Her father was also a donor 
to Ramsey’s campaign, to the tune of 
almost $6,000. We know nepotism 
is as New Orleanian as potholes, but 
this behavior lends little credence 
to her promise that as judge she 
would “not consider political or 
special interests.” Acikalin refused 
to answer most questions on a voter 
education survey, using the broadest 
possible interpretation of Judicial 
Canon 7.B.(d) to dodge having 
to state any positions she could 
possibly be held accountable for 
later. That stringent code of conduct, 
however, does not prevent her from 
releasing tone-deaf liberal lullabies 
on her COEXIST-bumper-sticker-
esque Soundcloud page. Lyrics like 
“I am Catholic / I am Buddhist / I am 
Black / I am white / I am a refugee 
child tonight” do actually help us 
understand why this white, blonde 
woman saw fit to represent herself 
as a “racially diverse” candidate 
(invoking her Turkish heritage).

Marissa Hutabarat has collected 
quite the roster of endorsements, 
including councilmembers, state 
Representatives, and the AFL-CIO. 
After clerking at the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the Civil 

District Court, she joined Glago 
Law Firm. Hutabarat says she is 
for “working families, ex-offenders, 
local businesses, and anyone else 
feeling locked out of the American 
Dream,” which seems substantiated 
by her volunteer work as a pro 
bono attorney for FIP-led reentry 
advocates The First 72+. The elusive 
(illusory) American Dream, and the 
legal stumbling blocks peppering the 
minefield defending it, play a major 
role in Hutabarat’s origin story. As 
a child she watched her father, an 
immigrant from Singapore, battle a 
predatory, xenophobic collections 
agency in court—and win.

Like other candidates, Hutabarat 
has been out in the community 
delivering food and visiting seniors 
throughout the election/pandemic, 
and her care for them seems 
genuine. She hasn’t remained silent 
on racial justice in the past month, 
sharing Black Lives Matter posts on 
her social media (but not discussing 
how the court system upholds white 
supremacy). The word that came to 
mind as we researched Hutabarat 
was electable—which takes on a new 
dimension of accuracy with her 
most recent (at time of printing) 
social media post depicting her 
alongside Joe Biden, both endorsed 
by the Orleans Parish Democratic 
Executive Committee. That 
descriptor—invoking confidence, 
yet also a nervous tautology—can 
connote disdain, which we don’t 
have for Hutabarat. She seems 
extremely qualified, hard-working, 
and polished. We simply mean that 
she doesn’t seem to have made any 
mistakes, but also hasn’t taken any 
particularly tough positions publicly.

In responses to our survey, trilingual 
civil litigator Sara Lewis wowed 
us by being in favor of legislation 
that allows, promotes, and funds 
supervised consumption sites, 
decriminalization of drugs, and 
decriminalization of sex work. 
You might think these views 
would make Lewis an outsider or 
longshot candidate, but you’d be 
wrong—she won the New Orleans 
Bar Association poll in a landslide, 
winning 60%, 42 points ahead 
of the runner-up. Other lawyers 
love her, and she’s been endorsed 
by the Independent Women’s 
Organization, Alliance for Good 
Government, and the New Orleans 
Coalition. Regarding measures 
to reduce incarceration rates, she 
indicated support for ending cash 
bail, sentence reduction and early 
release initiatives, an end to youth 
incarceration, and implementation 
of restorative justice approaches 
instead of imprisonment. If elected, 
Lewis says she will establish a pro 
bono volunteer mediation process 
to resolve disputes, as an alternative 
to bringing civil cases to trial. 
Lewis is also in favor of ending the 
school-to-prison pipeline and using 
trauma-informed practices, perhaps 

informed by her stint as a domestic 
violence extern at Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services. SLLS 
has been an essential resource for 
housing assistance during COVID, 
and Lewis has used her platform 
to highlight their foreclosure-
prevention presentations during 
this time. Lewis tied with Harrison 
for second in the GNOHA housing 
scorecard (both still earning an A), 
and referred to our eviction rate as a 
“crippling burden.”

Lewis was also clear about pointing 
to the racial dimension of the 
housing crisis, noting that “in 
communities of color, 1 in 4 people 
will deal with an eviction in three 
years, compared to 1 in 24 for 
predominantly white areas.” Of all 
the candidates, Lewis made perhaps 
the most substantive statement 
about Black Lives Matter in the 
wake of the George Floyd uprisings, 
writing that “it is the duty of those 
of us who are beneficiaries of our 
systems of white supremacy to 
dismantle them.” The judiciary is, 
of course, one such system. Perhaps 
Lewis’ identity as the descendent 
of Holocaust survivors aided her 
in understanding that just because 

something is legal doesn’t mean 
it’s not ultimately genocidal. We 
don’t trust any public officials (or 
nonprofits) who aren’t ultimately 
working toward the goal of making 
their job obsolete. We don’t know 
if Lewis shares our interpretation, 
but her words, policies, and record 
distinguish her from the other 
candidates in our eyes.

Summary: Sara Lewis publicly 
endorses the policies and values 
that do the least damage to New 
Orleanians. We’ll have to hold her 
to that. Marissa Hutabarat has 
offered fewer specifics but is a solid 
second choice.

all images public domain

This guide was compiled using 
information published by the 
Louisiana Department of State, for 
the parish of Orleans. Depending on 
where you live, your ballot may differ 
from this guide. Visit voterportal.
sos.la.gov to view your ballot by your 
name or address. Saturday election 
voting hours are from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Vote early and vote often! If you 
are registered and don’t care to 
vote, please find someone who is 
currently incarcerated, on parole, 
undocumented, or otherwise 
disenfranchised from voting, but 
wants their opinions heard. You can 
vote for their interests.

We suggest you bring a photo ID to 
the polls, but if you do not have one 
you can still cast a ballot by signing 
a voter affidavit which vouches for 
your identity. The secretary of state 
audits all voter affidavits after the 
election to ensure that you are who 
you say you are.

If you have a disability, you are 
entitled to receive assistance to cast 
your vote. If your assigned polling 
place is not accessible, you can vote 
at the nearest polling place with 
the same ballot or at the Registrar 
of Voters Office. For more details 
on disability and voting, see the 
Louisiana Secretary of State’s voting 
information page (sos.la.gov).

As of press time, the deadline to register 
for this election has passed. Early 
voting ends on July 4. The last day to 
request a mail ballot is July 7 (other 
than military and overseas voters).

EARLY VOTING SITES

City Hall
1300 Perdido Street
Room 1W24  70112

Algiers Courthouse
225 Morgan Street
Room 105  70114

Chef Menteur Voting Machine 
Warehouse Site
8870 Chef Menteur Highway  70126

Lake Vista Community Center
6500 Spanish Fort Blvd.  70124

FURTHER READING AND 
RESOURCES

League of Women Voters of 
New Orleans
Candidate biographies and 
questionnaires
lwvno.org

Voters Organized to Educate
Equal justice and civil rights 
advocacy
knowyourvotenola.org

This voter education guide is 
published primarily as a resource 
and does not constitute an official 
endorsement of any candidate or 
proposition by ANTIGRAVITY 
or the New Orleans Harm 
Reduction Network.
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REVIEWS

THE ARCHIVES
CARRY ME HOME: A 
REGGAE TRIBUTE TO 
GIL SCOTT-HERON AND 
BRIAN JACKSON
(MONTSERRAT HOUSE)

Nine years after his passing, 
singer and poet Gil Scott-
Heron’s words continue to 
shine in force as both tender 
and revolutionary refl ections 
of America. DC reggae group 
The Archives revisits his songs 
during yet another turbulent 
moment in U.S. history. 
Throughout the 1970s, Scott-
Heron released album after 
album of witty material, much of 
which documented the plights 
facing Black Americans. Tunes 
like “The Revolution Will Not 
Be Televised” and “Who’ll Pay 
Reparations On My Soul?” 
expressed sentiments that are 
still omnipresent today. Carry 
Me Home came out two days 
after George Floyd’s murder. 
This uncanny coincidence 
reminds everyone how little has 
changed in the decades since 
Scott-Heron originally wrote 
these songs. The Archives’ 
rearrangements breathe fresh 
life into these old messages. 
Carry Me Home also pays 
tribute to multi-instrumentalist 
Brian Jackson, who was Scott-
Heron’s primary collaborator 
during the 1970s. Jackson 
joins the group for new takes 
on “It’s Your World,” “Must Be 
Something,” and “Winter in 
America.” The Archives show 
themselves to be disciplined 
students of Scott-Heron and 
Jackson’s collaborations. They 
even contribute an original 
inspired by the duo’s work. 
On “Revolution Disguised As 
Change,” poet Mutabaruka 
wonders how many more 
mothers will be brought to tears 

after their sons are killed by the 
police. The revolution is still 
alive. —William Archambeault

PHOEBE BRIDGERS
PUNISHER
(DEAD OCEANS)

Phoebe Bridgers’ sophomore 
album opens with the haunting 
reverberance of “DVD Menu,” 
an instrumental track that sets 
the stage for the rest of the 
record. The album highlights the 
powerful intersection between 
vulnerability and strength. In 
classic Bridgers fashion, the 
content of the album is deeply 
personal, revealing the 25 year-
old singer’s experiences and 
inner psyche through striking 
lyrics like, “I’ve been playing 
dead / my whole life / And I get 
this feeling / whenever I feel 
good / it’ll be the last time.” In 
an expression of growth, both as 
an individual and as a musician, 
Punisher features a mix of 
soft ballads and more upbeat, 
rock-infl uenced tracks, such as 
“Kyoto” (which was released as 
a single in April). Of “Kyoto,” 
Bridgers reveals to Genius, “I 
wrote this one as a ballad fi rst, 
but at that point I was so sick of 
recording slow songs, it turned 
into this.” Throughout the 
record, Bridgers’ gentle voice 
layers over instrumentals like 
a lullaby, creating a sense of 
calm through each melody. At a 
time unlike any other, Punisher
provides a comforting reminder 
that, in the end, it will all turn 
out alright. —Vi Conway

CAR SEAT HEADREST
MAKING A DOOR LESS OPEN
(MATADOR)

Originally frontman Will 
Toledo’s solo lo-fi  project, over 
the past fi ve years Car Seat 
Headrest have cemented their 

place as indie rock darlings, 
leaning heavily upon infl uences 
such as ‘90s grunge and garage 
rock. When writing and crafting 
the songs on Making A Door 
Less Open, Toledo and company 
decided to depart a bit from 
the band’s established sound, 
creating a mosaic of rock, hip-
hop, doo wop, futurism, pop, 
and EDM. The result is a catchy 
album that has not abandoned 
the group’s signature riff s and 
thought-provoking lyricism. 
Instead, the new infl uences 
allow the band to delve deeper 
into an exploration of human 
emotion and experience. 
“Deadlines (Hostile)” lays 
bare the dark anxiety of 
temptation. “Hollywood” is 
both a comedic and deadly 
serious rumination on the dual 
aspects of fame (“Everywhere 
I go, I’m oppressed by these 
energies / Like it? Yes I love it”). 
The penultimate song, “There 
Must Be More Than Blood,” ties 
together many of the album’s 
themes, a world-weary song that 
still earnestly seeks to fi nd a 
greater meaning to life: “There 
must be more than blood / That 
holds us together… / When they 
pull back the curtain / There 
must be more than fear.”
—Mary Beth Campbell

CHLOE X HALLE
UNGODLY HOUR
(PARKWOOD ENT.)

On Ungodly Hour, Chloe x 
Halle shift their sleek, heavenly 
sound into something a bit 
more devilish. The duo builds 
harmonies like marble statues, 
pristine and commanding of 
respect. Their vocals layer and 
harmonize to create something 
holy, most clearly demonstrated 
on “Overwhelmed,” an interlude 
that builds and releases 
tension quickly and repeatedly. 
Ungodly Hour extends their 
angelic sound away from purity, 
exploring more adult themes 
and sounds. “Busy Boy” is more 
sultry, a bass-driven beat about 

dating where they sing “It’s four 
o’clock / You sendin’ me pictures 
of your… (oh).” Chloe x Halle 
have a classicism that predates 
them, with songs like “Wonder 
What She Thinks of Me” 
sounding like they could have 
been written in the ‘60s. Under 
Beyoncé’s tutelage, it’s certain 
their sound will only continue to 
sharpen and transform; Ungodly 
Hour is simply their current 
iteration. —Marisa Clogher

DAVID BORING
UNNATURAL OBJECTS 
AND THEIR HUMANS 
(2020 VERSION)
(DAMNABLY)

The pandemic and recent 
protests bring renewed weight 
to this fi rst album by Hong 
Kong post-noise rock nihilists 
David Boring. This dystopian 
opus, originally released in 
2017, showcases tales of despair 
that revolve around oppression 
and the modern world’s slow 
decay. Both “Smog” and “Brian 
Emo” draw direct inspiration 
from Hong Kong’s 2014 Occupy 
protests. “I Can’t” illustrates the 
crushing feeling of being forced 
into submission by a relentless 
world. Unfortunately, the bleak 
perspectives documented 
throughout this album feel 
more timely than ever. David 
Boring’s intense yet cathartic 
music soundtracks these oblique 
messages with equally powerful 
force. Jarring shoegaze guitars 
that sound like air raid sirens 
slash on tracks like “Machine#1” 
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and “Men.” The group even 
descends into an all-out spastic 
noise freakout in the middle 
of “I Can’t,” a tune defined 
by frantic pleas stemming 
from the frayed ends of one’s 
sanity. I would normally gripe 
about some of the unnecessary 
changes present in this re-issue, 
but this release brings David 
Boring’s dysphoria rock to a 
global audience at a critical time. 
—William Archambeault

DUA SALEH
ROSETTA
(AGAINST GIANTS)

On their second EP, Dua 
Saleh asserts their identity as 
viscerally as possible. They 
are queer, non-binary, and 
Sudanese-American, and these 
qualities are built into the 
fabric of their music. In a recent 
interview with i-D, they stated 
that they try to “put out as 
much content that’s like, the gay 
and trans agenda, as possible” 
because many of their Sudanese 
fans only relate to queerness 
through theory rather than real 
world representation. “smut” 
brings all parts of Saleh to the 
forefront, where they sing “Bitch 
I’m a smut / Fuck on my bitch 
in the truck” then rap in Arabic 
for the second half of the song. 
Their beats are textured with 
heavy bass and warped feedback, 
and their lyrics are equally 
visceral, such as on “hellbound,” 
where they rap “Girl, you 
caught in Lucifer Labelle town 
/ Diaphragm of sulfur in the 
air, how?” Their music revels 
in its underworld fantascism, a 
mythology of their own creation. 
—Marisa Clogher

STEVE EARLE
GHOSTS OF WEST VIRGINIA
(NEW WEST)
 
On April 5, 2010, 29 miners 
died in an explosion 1000 feet 
underground at Massey Energy’s 
Upper Big Branch coal mine in 

Montcoal, an unincorporated 
community in Raleigh County, 
West Virginia. The company 
was found to be in large part 
responsible for the disaster. 
While it seems a natural subject 
for Earle (an avowed leftist), 
in 2020 it’s hard not to hear 
the album as a pitch for Red 
State voters. These are the 
rural constituents who went for 
Trump in 2016, and Earle wants 
them on our side. Earle seems 
capable of putting together a 
record of good songs on any 
subject, in any style. Standouts 
include “Union, God and 
Country” and “John Henry Was 
a Steel Drivin’ Man”—defiant 
as their titles suggest—and 
Eleanor Whitmore’s vocal, “If I 
Could See Your Face Again.” At 
times, the album feels generic, 
lacking in specific details—until 
Earle shouts out all 29 miners 
by name. When it clicks, like 
on the Chuck Yeager tribute 
“Fastest Man Alive,” Ghosts of 
West Virginia is imbued with a 
badassery that recalls Earle’s 
best. —Thomas Andes

KARATE KID
DEMO 2020
(SELF-RELEASE)

Karate Kid packs a punch on 
this debut demo. The four-piece 
punk group, straight out of 
Tokyo, thrash their way through 
a short but mighty collection 
of adrenaline-fueled ragers 
in under nine minutes. Their 
singer FxZxKxN frantically 
shouts over an explosive mixture 
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of thrash and hardcore punk on 
tracks like “Social Net Sucks” 
and “Football Suckers.” Band 
members appear to be united 
by a love of anything fast. They 
cite New Orleans punk group 
PEARS as an influence, but their 
sound feels more in line with 
the early 2000s output of high-
energy Japanese groups like 
Razors Edge and BBQ Chickens. 
It is difficult to decipher the 
words without a lyric sheet, 
but the band executes their 
onslaught so quickly and with 
such infectious energy that one 
hardly worries what exactly they 
find themselves screaming along 
to. —William Archambeault

NAIL CLUB
COLLECTED METHODS
(HOT RELEASES)

Sara Nicole Storm has been 
self-producing confrontational 
synth pop under the Nail Club 
moniker since 2012. This 
April, she celebrated her vinyl 
debut on North Carolina’s Hot 
Releases, after relocating from 
Pensacola to New Orleans. 
Collected Methods is something 
of an anthology or a reissue; 
many of the songs first appeared 
on the now out-of-print 
More Methods cassette. This 
collection owes a debt to ‘80s 
goth groups like Bauhaus and 
Joy Division, but it will never 
be the soundtrack to painting 
your windows black in opioid 
seclusion. More like being 
exposed under an unforgiving 
fluorescent light—the subject 
of the album’s flagship song, 
“Do You Have Any Flaws?” 
Storm’s unflinching conviction 
drives Nail Club’s jagged 
sound, elevating it above the 
mod posturing of smart EDM 
acts. Embracing discomfort 
as a virtue, Collected Methods’ 
defining moments are also 
its most alienating, but this 
is no masochists-only club. 
“Schematic” is breezy enough 
to win the normies over, and the 

bitcrushed “Suffer” can get bass 
heads nodding along. Among 
die-hard fans of glitch and harsh 
noise, this record will become a 
collector’s item. —Michael Kunz

NATION OF LANGUAGE
INTRODUCTION, PRESENCE
(SELF-RELEASE)

This debut full-length from 
Brooklyn-based trio Nation 
of Language is a revival of 
‘80s new wave wrapped in 
socially-conscious 2020s indie 
synth pop. The opening track, 
“Tournament,” pulsing with 
synth and drum machines, 
conveys a deep and thoughtful 
melancholy that is woven 
throughout this collection of 
songs: “I took the long road 
home / And it never paid off for 
me / But to feel the proof / As 
I’m walking around the city / In 
a torrent of rain.” “On Division 
Street” and “September Again” 
are reminiscent of New Order, 
while “Indignities” could easily 
be mistaken for a Joy Division 
deep cut. This album is not a 
surface level homage to new 
wave, however. “Indignities” is 
also a sharp look at those who 
are resistant to social progress 
(“In the paper I don’t really 
read / It says what if there’s 
more than binary / And I 
don’t understand / It’s not the 
way it used to be”). Nation of 
Language have created a lush 
and moody album, building 
upon the foundations of their 
new wave heroes and indie pop 
peers without ever losing their 
own sense of social and musical 
identity. —Mary Beth Campbell

QUARTER RATS
ALL PARADES MUST PASS
(SELF-RELEASE)

Dre Perish and David Vannatta 
are from opposite ends of 
California, but they never 
crossed paths until they 
linked up in New Orleans. 
Once introduced, they wasted 

no time starting a band and 
naming it after the scavengers 
that scare tourists on lower 
Decatur. Parades is the duo’s 
second EP. Like last year’s 
Headlines, it’s eight grimey 
minutes of DIY catharsis. 
That doesn’t mean the band 
hasn’t progressed musically 
in its short tenure. Perish’s 
baritone guitar does a better 
job filling out the sound than it 
did on their debut, and shifting 
textures add structure to songs 
driven by one or two notes. The 
anthemic “Pieces” stands out 
as the strongest example of 
this formula, with a hook that 
could pass for a football taunt, 
and intriguing verses about 
a maxed-out credit card. The 
Rats are growing into their role 
as mainstays in the city’s crust 
scene. A locally-made soda 
provides the name of Parades’ 
opening track “Big Shot,” a 
screed against successful but 
parasitic ladder-climbers, the 
shinier counterparts to those 
aforementioned Decatur Street 
scavengers. —Michael Kunz

ESTHER ROSE
MY FAVORITE MISTAKES EP
(FATHER/DAUGHTER)

There’s something about the 
ruthless summer heat trapping 
you inside, forcing feelings 
from deep-down inside of 
you to come out for fresh air. 
Esther Rose’s self-described 
“motivational/romance” 
music seems to know this place 
well. This is manifested in her 

growth throughout her solo 
albums from This Time Last 
Night to the introspective You 
Made It This Far. Now this 
feeling has traveled its way into 
her latest marauding EP, My 
Favorite Mistakes. In the four-
song release, she reimagines 
songs from Roy Orbison to 
Nick Lowe to Hank Williams. 
Representing such substantial 
artists isn’t easy, yet Rose 
does so while supplying an 
intoxicating twist with alluring 
vocals and a familiar rhythmic 
backing band. Recorded live 
over three days, the EP’s 
production is uninhibited, 
moving, and pure. Enveloping 
Rose’s well-loved outlook, her 
personality comes forward 
even more in this intimate, 
whimsical EP. Rose croons 
songs with coarse honesty in 
ballads such as “I Can’t Help It 
(If I’m Still In Love With You)” 
and highlights her softer side 
in Sheryl Crow’s “My Favorite 
Mistake.” Redocumenting 
favorite influences, Rose draws 
the listener into a familiar 
daydream, reconciling love and 
loss, welcoming whatever season 
may come. —Danielle Dietze

RUN THE JEWELS
RTJ4
(JEWEL RUNNERS/BMG)

The revolution might have 
caught some of us off guard, 
but not Brooklyn’s El-P and 
Atlanta’s Killer Mike. Run The 
Jewels has been preparing for 
an overhaul of the system over 
the span of three albums and 
this fourth one, simply titled 
RTJ4, came barreling out of the 
gate. Their music may be adding 
fuel to the fire but it is doing 
so thoughtfully, masterfully, 
and with a dream team of 
collaborators. “Ooh La La’’ was 
released as the first single and 
it’s a strong one, but the album 
is full of single-worthy tracks. 
Once you hear “Ju$t” featuring 
Zack de la Rocha (who guested 
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on RTJ’s previous biggest hit to 
date) and Pharrell, you’ll never 
view U.S. currency the same way. 
“The Thirteenth Amendment 
says that slavery’s abolished 
(shit) / Look at all these slave 
masters posing on yo’ dollar (get 
it?)” Civil rights activist, Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and Blues 
Hall of Fame inductee Mavis 
Staples’ voice cracks open when 
she sings “It hurts / I’m bein’ 
torn apart / There’s a grenade in 
my heart” on ”Pulling The Pin.” 
This album holds a mirror to our 
current world, full of flaws and 
pain and hope. —Sabrina Stone

SAULT
UNTITLED (BLACK IS)
(FOREVER LIVING 
ORIGINALS)

On June 12th, 2020, London 
duo SAULT posted snippets of 
new songs to their Instagram 
account, along with the 
following statement: “We 
present our first ‘Untitled’ 
album to mark a moment 
in time where we as Black 
People, and of Black Origin 
are fighting for our lives…
Change is happening...We are 
focused.” Untitled (Black Is) 
is a transformative, timely, 
and important collection of 
songs. The sonic landscape 
is similar to SAULT’s 2019 
releases, simply titled 5 and 
7—a meld of electronica, funk, 
Motown, gospel, Afro-psych, 
and spoken word—but the 
emotions run even deeper, 
as there is a greater sense of 
urgency. “Wildfires” is a call to 
arms: “But we will never show 
fear / Even in my eyes / I will 
always rise / In wildfires.” Other 
standouts include “Monsters” 
(“Elevate the intuition now / 
Baby, your mind is worth more 
than gold”) and “X” (“Every 
day, I get a little stronger / 
Stronger than you / Do not be 
surprised / The chickens have 
come home to roost”). SAULT, 
rightfully, does not water 

down their message to make 
those of us outside the Black 
community “comfortable.” 
This is a protest album, an 
unflinching, uncompromising, 
and unapologetic expression 
not only of rage and pain but 
also Black joy, Black love, and 
above all else, Black power.
—Mary Beth Campbell

SAXKIXAVE
I DON’T WEAR SUITS
(SELF-RELEASE)

While I Don’t Wear Suits might 
be the mildest, most polite 
protest album of our times, it is 
a protest album nonetheless. As 
prolific local rapper Alfred Banks 
sings in the opening track, he 
“Came together with one of the 
Bangas to drop tracks and jams 
/ jazz and bangers / to cause 
traffic jams and mad hangups.” 
What he and Albert Allenback 
(of Tank and the Bangas) actually 
accomplish on the promising 
first release of their duo career 
is something conversational, 
cheeky, and light-heartedly anti-
establishment. The bounciness 
of Allenback’s backing tracks 
pairs surprisingly well with the 
headiness of Banks’ bars. Some 
of the songs, like “Cheeks” and 
“Albert Interlude” are absolutely 
ridiculous and the willingness 
of two established New Orleans 
musicians to show that side of 
themselves is a joy. The catchy, 
melodically varied “Mr. Apricot,” 
which features Banga bandmate 
Tarriona “Tank” Ball, feels 
indicative of where Saxkixave 
can go, and Allenback and Banks’ 
recent live stream performances 
make it clear that they have the 
goods and the desire to get there. 
—Sabrina Stone

SUNRISE:SUNSET
S/T
(SELF-RELEASE)

Sunrise:Sunset epitomizes the 
modus operandi of so many 
New Orleans bands: be very 

ambitious musically and very 
unambitious career-wise. The 
seasoned power trio issued 
their first release late last year, 
after close to a decade of gigging 
around town, rarely outside the 
city, and not once beyond state 
lines. This five-song EP captures 
the strongest 20 minutes from 
a set they’ve fine-tuned since 
Obama’s first term. Highlights 
include a Fugazi-esque 
instrumental (“Turd Blossom”), 
an infectious metal riff (“The 
Done Button”), and a furious 
dual vocal over breakneck 
rhythms (“Tuco”). Heavy music 
from South Louisiana may 
always be defined by bands like 
Thou and Eyehategod, who 
eschew the area’s aloof spirit to 
enter larger genre narratives. 
But Sunrise:Sunset deserves a 
seat at the table. Their nuanced 
approach, striking somewhere 
between stoner rock and post 
hardcore, never veers into the 
tacky space that regional rock 
bands tend toward. Their music 
is writerly, with thoughtful 
dynamic and tempo changes. 
It’s a testament to the local 
scene that a band like this exists 
casually, without making a big 
deal out of itself. —Michael Kunz

THOU
BLESSINGS OF THE 
HIGHEST ORDER
(ROBOTIC EMPIRE)

For years, I’ve been saying 
that Thou should quit writing 
originals and just be a full-
time Nirvana cover band. The 
local underground titans have 
amassed a global following 
and have received glowing 
critical reviews for their 
original material, but who cares 
about that garbage? They are 
a mighty Nirvana cover band. 
Blessings of the Highest Order 
documents their decade-plus 
obsession with the grunge 
icons, compiling covers from 
various compilations, splits, 
and EPs. These recordings 
fuse Kurt Cobain’s beloved 

songwriting with Thou’s 
signature low-and-heavy 
assault to create something 
far beyond the stiff imitation 
typical of most cover albums. 
This equation works especially 
well on “Scentless Apprentice,” 
an absolute crusher that 
arguably surpasses the original 
in sheer intensity. “Something 
in the Way” offers Thou a rare 
opportunity to mellow out. 
The song’s verses are sparse, 
calm moments defined by the 
rare presence of clean vocals. 
The tune’s sharply contrasting 
choruses make way for abysmal 
descents into a combination 
of thick, distorted guitars 
and singer Bryan Funck’s 
signature growls. While some 
of Nirvana’s bigger tunes are 
present, Thou wisely avoids hits 
like “Smells Like Teen Spirit” 
in favor of deeper album cuts 
(“School”) and b-sides (“Even 
In His Youth”). Nirvana’s hits 
have been shoved down our 
throats to such an extent that 
we seldom remember the true 
power of their tunes. Thou does 
the seemingly impossible on 
this compilation: they make 
Nirvana actually feel urgent 
again. —William Archambeault

REVIEWS CONT’D ON PG. 51

Got a message to 
broadcast?
ANTIGRAVITY is 
currently offering 
hella cheap COVID-19 
era ad rates. Email 
advertising@
antigravitymagazine.com 
for more info!
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MARCH

Tell me everything about the 
current status of your music.
Usually this time of year, gigs 
aren’t my primary source of 
income. Obviously, I play gigs 
and I play in bands, but I’m 
not the type of musician who’s 
gigging all the time and that’s 
the biggest chunk of my income. 
I have a studio and I mix music. 
I produce and I write. But this 
year, between playing with 
People Museum and GIVERS 
and doing my solo shows, I had 
a ton of gigs slated through this 
season and I was like, “Wow, 
this is crazy! Gigs are my thing 
this year! I’m a real New Orleans 
musician now. Look at me!” And 
then, yeah, all this stuff started 
happening and every single one 
of those gigs got cancelled.

It happened fast.
Yeah, we cancelled the People 
Museum gigs right at the 
beginning, really early in March, 
and it felt like we were being 

by Sabrina Stone

CREATING UNDER QUARANTINE
with Aaron Boudreaux

For working musicians in New Orleans these days, life is almost 
unrecognizable. We live in a sweaty, affectionate, social city where 
music venues are the hub of our connection. Rehearsal rooms, recording 
studios, cramped stages—this is where our creative minds are fed and 
our ideas flow. Without the embrace of bandmates and live audiences, 
things are getting weird. On two separate occasions, once at the 
beginning of quarantine (back in March), and then a few months 
later, I spoke to the proudly weird, multi-instrumentalist/engineer 
Aaron Boudreaux (drummer for People Museum and GIVERS, known 
by MoPodna for his solo work). An Instagram or YouTube dive into 
MoPodna will gift you with the catchiest electro-indie pop tunes coupled 
with tutorials on “Anxiety Beat” drumming, some spectacular ‘90s-era 
clothing, a ton of lo-fi old-school video editing, and a lot of direct eye 
contact held for far too long. We spoke about his dog, his streaming 
series, his new release with Claire Givens, and the future of live music.

extra cautious. So at first I 
thought, “Maybe I’ll have just 
a couple cancelled,” and then 
every passing day it got more 
and more extreme. And I get it; I 
understand it. You gotta be safe, 
the social distancing. I agree 
with all of it, but it sucks.

It’s kind of hard to fathom 
not having live music in this 
city. It’s so widespread and 
it pays for rent and food and 
booze for such a large swath 
of the population.
Yeah, we’re a tips-based 
economy. Our economy relies 
on the fact that people go out to 
restaurants and pay for this and 
that. The money gets spread 
around a lot. In regular towns, 
you find a bar and you go to 
that bar. But over here, people 
go everywhere in a single night 
and move the money around. 
It’s a crazy case study of when 
your city is almost entirely 
reliant on entertainment and 
clubs being packed and people 
flying in.

But you think online gigs 
might recover some of that?
I mean, obviously not entirely 
but, yeah. Once that last gig of 
mine got cancelled I was like, 
“Dude, what am I gonna do?” 
So I had posted some stuff on 
my Instagram story, thoughts 
overlayed on top of pictures of 
my dog; ‘cause I get it—if I want 
anyone to care, I have to post 
pictures of Bella and then type 
stuff. So I put my thoughts out 
there and I was like, “What are 
y’all doing? How can we support 
artists who are out of work?” An 
old friend from high school who 
works in software development 
responded, “Why don’t you do 
a live stream?” and I was like, 
“Oh my god, you’re right.” ‘Cause 
I have all kinds of audio gear 
and a camera at my house and 
I thought, “This could work!” 
I grinded it out for 48 hours, 
researching, plugging things in, 
trying things. And I finally did my 
first live stream on [a] Monday, of 
my solo music, ‘cause I had a few 
solo sets that got cancelled. So I 
was like, what if I did “MoPodna 

Mondays” and then eventually, 
I got people from my weird little 
corner of the New Orleans music 
scene to perform?

People seem to be tuning in 
and getting excited.
Yeah, I got a good handful of 
patrons, which made me think, 
“People really do want this. 
People want to have live music 
streamed to their house.” It’s 
not just an ego thing, being like, 
“I just want to play music and 
make money.” It was like, “Wow, 
people are realizing that they 
can’t go out to a concert, so how 
can we bring it to them?” Now 
that I know the solo gigs are 
working, next up will be studio 
sessions streamed from Neutral 
Sound Studios. As of now, I’ve 
got People Museum, Julie Odell, 
Maggie Koerner, and a bunch of 
other interested parties on board.

And you’re putting in safety 
precautions.
For sure. Because I’m itching to 
do this, but I want to be safe. I 
don’t want to put anyone’s health 
at risk. Since I’m the engineer, we 
can keep it to five or less people 
in the studio at one time for 
the live streams. For Julie’s set, 

which is our initial one, it’ll be 
solo, so it’s just gonna be me and 
her. Simple setup.

Talk about your sound.
When I first moved to New 
Orleans, I definitely came in with 
the wrong mindset. I was like, “I 
have to play New Orleans music.” 
But after a month of playing jazz 
gigs I thought, “Why am I doing 
this? Why would I pretend to be 
a jazz musician?” There are so 
many great jazz musicians. I need 
to do my own thing. I feel like 
people think that New Orleans 
is a “New Orleans Music” city, 
but really it’s just a music city. 
There’s so many different pockets 
and scenes. What I’ve realized 
over living here for seven years 
and playing with different bands 
is that “New Orleans Music” 
is the tradition, the roots, the 
history—but musicians come here 
because they love music. Once I 
really started producing music 
and going to shows—especially 
once I started playing with People 
Museum and GIVERS, who are 
actually my friends from back in 

Lafayette but have found a home 
in New Orleans as well—that all 
became obvious. New Orleans has 
one of the coolest indie rock and 
indie electronic scenes out there 
and there is room for more.

Tell us about your solo 
project, MoPodna.
MoPodna has some instrumental 
tracks, then some songs 
featuring my voice mixed with 
these amazing female vocalists, 
like Signe Krog. My newest 
collaboration is with Claire 
Givens (of People Museum). We 
just released a single called “Hide 
My Light” and there’s a video 
coming out in July. It’s a poppy-
feeling track but it’s comprised of 
really janky bedroom keyboards. 
When the batteries go low on 
Casio keyboards from the ‘90s, 
they distort in a weird way and 
it’s really gritty and raw sounding. 
I get psyched to sample and mix 
that kind of thing. Then, on top of 
that comes Claire’s voice with its 
catchy melancholy. I say this every 
time I play on my live streams, but 
I can’t believe I get to play music 
with Claire. I can’t even believe we 
were born in the same state and 
moved to the same city and make 
music together.

“When this quarantine first hit, the 
internet was like the Wild West.”
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MAY

You’ve done several successful 
live streams now. What’s the 
experience been like?
I’m fi nding, with a live stream 
concert, when there’s a lot of 
energy and production put into 
it, people are really interested 
and grateful. When this 
quarantine fi rst hit, the internet 
was like the Wild West. Everyone 
was streaming on Instagram 
and Facebook with no warning 
and they were just meeting up 
with buds and playing guitar 
scales—which isn’t bad, but it’s 
not the same as a performance. 
I’m lucky enough to have access 
to equipment that allows me to 
curate the feel of a real gig. There 
was also concern at the time that, 
“This is gonna kill live music. 
Live musicians are just gonna be 
live streaming all the time.” And 
now that all the dust has kind of 
settled, I think we’ve learned that 
that’s ridiculous.

I’ve been watching your live 
streams as they’ve gone on 
throughout the quarantine 
and, since you trigger loops, 
you’ve got this unusual 
circumstance of time and 
space to do things with 
your hands and hips. Your 
dancing is a persuasive part 
of the show.
Oh lord! [laughs] I’ve tried to 
upgrade since I’ve got the time. 
So I’ve included camcorder edits 
of interesting memories that I’ve 
fi lmed over the past year. I made 
this background border and 
all sorts of stuff  and, yeah, the 
dancing. I had to up the game. 
Some people are really good at 
just sitting in front of the screen, 
singing. But in general, I feel like 
people want a full show. It’s not 
enough to accept the idea that 
live venues are closed and shows 
are just gonna suck now.

Are the live streams 
from Neutral Sound still 
happening?
Yes! Most of the artists are still 
on board and even when venues 
do open back up, I still think it’s 
going to be of value to have a 
really clean, concise 30-minute 
video of, say, Maggie Koerner 
performing with perfect audio in 
the studio. ‘Cause, think about 
it: so many of my friends back in 
Lafayette are like, “I really want 
to come to your show! What 
time is it? Oh, you start past 10 
p.m...” Those people are gonna 
be able to support shows more 

and more because they’ll be able 
to watch live streams and pay 
covers whenever they want. I 
think this movement is going to 
open the door for more people 
to enjoy live music that way. 
This series would have been cool 
to do a year ago, regardless of 
quarantine.

You must miss being in the 
studio.
I do. I really do, but I’ve set it up 
at home where I can record live 
drums from my place, so I’ve been 
sending drum stems to people and 
we’ve composed online. But, yeah, 
of course I miss the studio. You 
can see on MoPodna Mondays the 
madness of what my home mixing 
room looks like. There’s a bed in 
there, but it’s really just a spare 
mattress we’ve got and I’ll never 
remove it because it does wonders 
for the room, acoustically.

Does your dog ever hang out 
in the home studio?
Yes! Bella is actually in my lap 
right now. We can’t let her climb 
up on high things because her 
legs are too short for her body. 
But she gets indignant when we 
pick her up and she growls like 
she’s the president and we’ve 
arrested her and she thinks, 
“This can’t be! I’m above the 
law.” I’ve sampled her voice. 
She’s an [American] eskimo 
[breed], so she’s super talkative. 
She’s got these wolf noises that 
she makes and those samples 
have appeared in a couple of 
tracks I’ve put out on Spotify. 
Plus, she pops up all over my 
Instagram video edits. She 
even appears in shots I haven’t 
planned to have her in. She just 
roams around and you can’t tell 
her what to do or where to go, 
so there’s about a 95% chance 
you’ll see her in any video.

Stream the new MoPodna single, 
“Hide My Light” featuring Claire 
Givens, on Spotify. For all other 
Aaron Boudreaux updates and 
videos, check out his Instagram: 
@MoPodna.
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like with them, they know who 
our dad was. I am thankful they 
got time to spend with him, so 
that no matter what anybody 
says about anything my dad did, 
you know who he was. So if you 
know who your father was then 
anything that they say about 
him shouldn’t bother you, if it 
is negative. If it is positive, you 
should take it in and refl ect on 
it. But everything negative you 
shouldn’t even acknowledge it 
because that person didn’t know 
your father like you knew your 
father, no matter how long they 
were friends or whatever. It 
doesn’t matter because he was 
your father. You saw him almost 
every day. He was the one that 
fed you and stuff  like that, so 
don’t give into the negativity.

You lost not just one but two 
people who were close to you. 
So just to clarify: was Chris a 
blood uncle or was he a friend 
of the family (both being 
equally important)?
DW: He was a friend of the 
family. Him and my father, 
they grew up together and they 
both did long stretches of jail. 
When my dad got out, he never 
went back. But with Chris, he 
kept going back. He would do a 
few years and then get out and 
then do a few years and then get 
out. But this last time that he 
got out, that was when I really 
started to build a relationship 
with him. The fi rst time that I 
saw him, I remembered his face 
but I didn’t really know him. 
Right off  the bat, we just had 
a type of playful relationship. 
He was like one of my friends. 
Just like how my dad was, that 
is how Chris was. We would 
always play the game together, 
do stuff  like that. We would 
talk about basketball, we just 
do whatever. He would ride 
along with my dad. If there was 
an AAU tournament, he would 
be there. It was a whole thing. 
Again, I didn’t really know him 
for a long time, but it was that 
short amount of time that I did 
know him, he was a big part of 
my life.

Did he have a family as well 
or was he just a bachelor?
DW: He had a girlfriend and a 
few kids. I think he had fi ve kids. 

I think he had the same amount 
as my dad, which was fi ve kids.

Your dad had a big family, 
with your siblings and you, 
and was the caregiver and 
provider to your siblings and 
stepmom. So with him being 
gone, do you notice a fi nancial 
and emotional impact on your 
family and your mom?
DW: That’s actually kind of 
funny because before he died, 
he was building a house that he 
was going to sell. They fi nished 
building it, and then they sold 
the house. And all fi ve of us, we 
all got kind of big checks. I made 
this joke that even though he is 
gone he is still taking care of us, 
in a way. He left that for us as a 
source of money. But other than 
that I don’t think I have seen a 
big fi nancial decrease because 
my stepmom, she works her job 
and she takes care of her three 
kids and then the rest of them, 
they had jobs before he had died 
so they now kind of have like 
an extra push. But I don’t think 
it was anything really serious 
because they were already 
providing for themselves before 
he couldn’t.

That’s crazy that your dad 
sold a house right before he 
passed away. Sometimes it 
is really weird how god or 
the universe works and does 
these really weird things. 
But I know that no amount of 
money is obviously going to 
bring your dad back.
DW: I always said that. Like 
when I had the money I was like, 
I would rather have him here. 
People are like, “Damn, you 
got money from him,” but I am 
not worried about the money. 
Money comes and it goes. That 
time I want to have with him, 
I’ll never get to have that time. 
It’s gone forever. It’s like all the 
money, it doesn’t matter.

What was your dad’s job?
DW: My dad had a landscaping 
business. He would cut grass 
and things like that. But then 
with that money, he would buy 
property and fl ip houses. So with 
that house that he bought, it was 
an abandoned house, and he built 
it up. He was doing that with 
most of the houses. I remember 

with one of the houses, he got 
arrested and he needed to sell the 
house to get the bail money, so he 
sold the house for the bail money. 
So then he took the rest of the 
money from that house and put 
it into this house. That was kind 
of the plan, he was just fl ipping 
houses and doing things like that.

Do you know what your Uncle 
Chris was also doing? Was he 
working in landscaping too?
DW: Yeah, that’s why they were 
spending so much time together. 
They were in business together.

With all that is happening 
with the Black Lives Matter 
protest in New Orleans, what 
is your opinion on that?
DW: I think it is like a good 
way to push the city in the right 
direction. It’s no secret that 
there has been a lot of crime 
out here and things like that. 
Starting these protests and 
having them be peaceful, it kind 
of helped the city to show that 
not everybody down here is a 
bad person or a criminal. We 
are all striving for the same goal 
but we don’t all do it the same 
way. We all want the city to be 
a better place and for us not to 
be scared of driving somewhere 
with dark-tinted windows or 
have the fear of being pulled 
over by the police just because 
of that. This whole protest, here 
and across the United States, is 
addressing a real fear that the 
Black community is facing. It’s 
really progressive.

You said it was going in the 
right direction, but what does 
the idealistic future outcome 
look like for you?
DW: Hiring police with better 
training or giving better training 
than what they are doing now. 
I feel like most of the cops that 
are killing people, they’re not 
mentally prepared to do their 
job. Like maybe in school they 
were bullied so they feel like 
“I am going to become a police 
offi  cer and I am going to have 
the power to do whatever.” I feel 
like the force should dive deep 
into that and get into the mental 
state of whoever they are hiring, 
instead of just having them go 
through two weeks of training 
and giving them a badge. That 
whole system is not set up for 
police to really strive; it’s built 
for them to really abuse their 
power. If you give a person that 
really hasn’t had any power in 
their life a badge and a gun and 

tell them you are the person that 
protects people but you can also 
enforce whatever law you want, 
they are going to go off  the rails 
and do whatever.

Protests are a way to give 
attention to things, so what 
does an ideal protest and 
outcome look like for you 
with getting justice for your 
father and the other families 
organized by the NAACP?
DW: Obviously one thing is one 
without anyone getting hurt. 
One that is so powerful and it 
has so much publicity that they 
[Jeff erson Parish] can not ignore 
what we are saying and act on 
the situation that we are talking 
about. It seems like they brush 
off  the protest and they just 
don’t take it as seriously as we 
do. So if we could have one that 
really drives the point home and 
help push the case for a change, 
that will be the ideal protest.

Is there anything you’d like 
to add?
DW: I really don’t want people 
to feel sad for me because my 
dad would not want me to be 
sad about this whole situation. 
He would want me to just 
keep moving on with my life. 
Obviously, he knows that I miss 
him, but he wouldn’t want me 
to be down or depressed about 
it. So I don’t want for people to 
read this interview and be like, 
“Awww, I feel so bad for him.” I 
don’t like that feeling of people 
feeling bad for me. It’s too much 
going on in the world for them 
to feel bad for me. I ask for them 
to just look at this interview as 
me shedding light on a serious 
situation, instead of me telling a 
sad story about my life.

Daviri Wallace
cont’d from pg. 23

Wallace with a memorial cutout: 
“Father and son, but best friends 
by choice.”



51  *  ANTIGRAVITY  *  JULY 2020

SUZANNE COLLINS
THE BALLAD OF 
SONGBIRDS AND SNAKES
(SCHOLASTIC)

The Hunger Games is a 
contradictory piece of art—at 
once a treatise on the injustice 
inherent in hierarchies, and a 
rather silly tortured teenage 
love story. Songbirds and Snakes 
follows this model, but provides 
the reader with a valuable shift 
in perspective. This prequel, 
set 50 years before the original 
trilogy, focuses on a villain, the 
president of Panem Coriolanus 
Snow, before he rose to power. 
Instead of inhabiting the point 
of view of the oppressed district 
folk, as the original trilogy 
does, this book invites us to 
participate in the machinations 
of a privileged Capitol citizen 
as he tries both to support his 
family of decayed gentlefolk, 
and prevent the death of a 
young woman for whom he has 
been tapped as a mentor in an 
early version of the televised 
killing spree that is the Hunger 
Games. His success in all 
his endeavors is continually 
defined by his complicity in 
an unjust, monstrous system; 
and readers find ourselves, 
as we commiserate with his 
journey, forced to confront 
the complicity with which 
we maintain our own unjust 

social structures. This book is a 
delicious reminder to challenge 
and confront the problematic 
systems in our own lives, and 
though it may be a ridiculous 
YA fantasy, it is also a solemn 
admonition to check our 
privilege. —Harriet Burbeck

ANNYE C. ANDERSON
BROTHER ROBERT: 
GROWING UP WITH 
ROBERT JOHNSON
(HACHETTE BOOKS)

Many know the myth of Robert 
Johnson, the delta bluesman 
who sold his soul to the devil 
at “The Crossroads” to receive 
the gift of music. But plenty of 
people don’t know the real story. 
Johnson’s younger stepsister, 
Annye C. Anderson, has stepped 
forward to set the record straight 
in this life-changing memoir. 
The book reads in two parts: the 
first, a glimpse into the personal 
life of one of the most elusive 
American roots musicians; 
the other, the account of the 
battle over Johnson’s legacy 
in the aftermath of his death. 
Inside this groundbreaking 
book, one of the last remaining 
heirs of the blues legend shares 
her memories—from Robert’s 
first time picking up a guitar 
at age seven to the siblings 
huddled over a radio listening 
to the Grand Ole Opry. Between 
Mama’s fried pumpkin, we hear 
tales of a man who set out to be a 
contemporary blues artist with 
a new way of administering the 
slide, generating the infamous 
Delta Blues sound. The real 
legend still contains a rambling 
Southern man, a devil, and music, 
but Brother Robert is the story of 
his soul. —Danielle Dietze

REVIEWS CONT’D FROM PG. 47
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This what

I say, Let’s reconnect on the other side of this, knowing too well 
there is no other side—there is only this.

This what, my favorite teacher would scrawl in the margins 
whenever I merely implied a noun. That, of course, was before, 
from which this has been untethered.

In this, there is no oxygen for someone who could gaze upon 
a mess they created, unaware, who was cavalier with a heart 
they didn’t own. Excusing myself from where I sat for years in 
that dark auditorium, captive, I brush shoulders with shadows, 
their presence never confirmed, other women available to 
listen to songs shared and often re-shared—hard to keep track 
of who’s heard what, across so many private audiences. Our 
passive participation offered a reprieve from the 9-to-5 drag, 
a single earbud tucked behind a lock of hair, secrets kept in 
an open office, paused nightly as a train docked safely home. 
Doors closing.

I make my bed every morning now, a habit acquired in this 
isolation. Crashing onto pillows lined up like teeth with 
perfect orthodontia, my son says, Keeping my distance is awful, 
Mom. I don’t want to do it today. I don’t know how.

This is cruel enough without inflicting anything additional.

I empty the crisper of panic-bought vegetables for this 
recipe my sister sent, a roasted carrot tart. I’ve never had 
luck with pie crust, but today will be different. Alas, the dry 
shitshow of crumbles fashioned into a stiff ball dents my 
rolling pin. A disappointment even after baking for an hour, 
still raw in its heart, a waste of a stick of butter during this 
Limit Two Per Customer.

Someone updated the overpass graffiti: PLeASe Be BRAVe. 
I wonder about those e’s, whether they couldn’t muster the 
courage to stand tall.

This unfolds in slow motion, affording ample time to dwell—
and yet, no more to listen to lyrics that hopscotch the truth, 
nor to bear witness to a performance that kept inventing 
new ways to hurt. I surround myself with those I can love 
abundantly, who’d long hesitated to pick up an instrument, 
who now join me onstage as we sing for ourselves in the 
concert hall of my porch, where our voices echo like mourning 
doves off the haint blue ceiling above our pixelated faces, who 
can see the chicken wire on my clapboard fence but are not 
afraid, because they are safe and warm inside, where there is 
plenty of room to breathe our way through this.

—Colleen Rothman
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Imagine eight flaming wands 
flying through the night sky: 
visualize two or three of these 
wands lodging themselves into 
healthy, dark soil covering a 
hillside where they mark a 
path with flame. The other 
wands fall noiselessly into the 
sea, extinguished. The Eight 
of Wands represents all the 
actions you have launched into 
the larger world. Some of those 
actions will land with stunning 
accuracy, while others will miss 
their mark. We will have the 
opportunity to notice when 
we propel powerful intentions 
into reality without real care or 
worse, from petty sensibilities 
and lax convictions. If personal 
evaluation is required (and it 
probably is) you will know it.

The Charioteer works in her 
chosen medium: the open road. 
She never holds the wheel 
because, she says, It just doesn’t 

work that way, as her Chariot 
surges across terrain made of a 
million and one moving parts 
striking a million and one moving 
parts and so on and so on. The 
Charioteer is creating worlds in 
real-time, relying on her capacity 
for mental and emotional 

the way to a horizon buried from 
the sight of travelers. We are her 
compass and her support; we 
are the road she travels; we are 
who she came looking to find and 
because of this we are fortunate 
for an invitation to visit the King 
of Wands themself.

greatest potential. We arrive 
at this King’s lair to light our 
own wands and to receive a 
special gift. The King wants 
to impart within us a sense of 
self-possession and ask that 
we make a lucid study of the 
tools we have and the networks 
we inhabit. In these long days 
of summer our shadows are 
clearly defined and the words 
we speak and hear deliver 
a depth of meaning we may 
have missed before. This King 
offers us the strength to hold 
our justified confidence as 
long as we willingly discard 
our misguided beliefs on what 
we call our nature. The King 
of Wands asks, who will you 
be when your integrity is most 
required? Our wands are lit 
now, one and all burning bright 
and we reclaim that for which 
we came. May fire and song feed 
us like food. —Michelle Embree; 
illustration by Karla Rosas

Who will you be when your 
integrity is most required?
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lucidity. She is a moving force-
field, magnetic and evolving. She 
is a spirit that passes through 
your existence and you feel it—
you really feel it. The Charioteer 
will be looking for our signs 
up ahead, our flaming wands 
burning on the hillside, lighting 

The King of Wands is 
responsible for tending 
the eternal fires of human 
passion and for singing a 
constant song of devotion to 
Inspiration herself. This King 
is in perpetual service to our 
most creative drives and our 






