














Things That Times-Picayune Art Critic
Doug MacCash Has Called “Weird”
(1997-2020)

by Steven Melendez

A play at the Fringe Festival.! “Most conceptual art.”? Some
performance art.? Vincent van Gogh’s art.* Krazy Kat’s growing

love for Ignatz.° MacCash’s own envy of New Year’s polar bear
swimmers.® The icy palace on Superman’s planet.” Wraparound
sunglasses worn by local YouTubers.® You Go Gyrl’s lips.® Mr. Balloon
Hands’ flowers.”° Photorealistic paintings at NOMA." Hyper-
realistic sculptures at NOMA." A log cabin sculpture at NOMA.*
Kali Girasek’s “tiny, vaginally shaped clay grottos (or whatever

they are).”™* Matthew Barney’s Cremaster 3.”° Dirty Linen Night.'* A
certain “something” about the Stage Manager from Our Town."”

Kiss’s “leather-kabuki vibe.”"® David Byrne, a “hip, cunning version
of Mr. Rogers.”” Mark Mothersbaugh’s art.?° A puppet at a Pink
concert.” A headdress worn by Megan Murphy in a French Quarter
dance routine.?”> An outfit MacCash saw Peaches wear online.?* An
outfit MacCash saw Peaches wear at the Music Box Village.?* The
Music Box Village.?” The tent names at Jazz Fest.?® Tank and the
Bangas on Jimmy Fallon.*” Tank and the Bangas’ lyrics.? Dr. John’s
lyrics.? Al Yankovic.®® The sound of NPR on the car radio when
MacCash pocket dialed his mom.*

Marshmallow Peeps.*? A century-old proposal to farm hippos
for meat.*® Little lobsters they serve in Honduras.?* The bubbles
in bubble tea.*® Crawfish boil jelly.*® Crawfish posed in bottles.*”
Mayflies swarming and dying at Café du Monde.*

“Here’s something you're not going to read very often: The
performance art wasn’t weird enough...* It’s sexy, that’s for sure,
elegant but a little clumsy too, a touch obsessive, frighteningly
fertile, somehow sad, and mildly forbidding...*° Pretty in pink—pretty
weird anyway...* The weird kid from Cooter Point still seems to be

an angry, alienated, young American...*> The seething, foul-mouthed
malcontent? Mom, that was your darling son...** Give me a 5-foot
disembodied eyeball wrapped with thousands of squiggly veins and
I'm a happy man...** For a brief, weird moment, Robert E. Lee met
Marcel Duchamp in the Crescent City.”**
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THE EmPeROR

The Emperor keeps a quite large
book full of frightening tales that
regulate our behavior, influence
our desires, and manufacture our
consent. He knows a material
culture is held together by the
stories its members tell about
themselves, and one another, and
their histories. We catch only a
glimpse of the Emperor because
he is moody right now and
feeling untethered by his own
insecurity. When the Emperor
feels desperate he is likely to

cast spells of confusion and

plant reasons for pre-existing
paranoia to seem justified. The
Emperor needs to mislead and
he does it with stories that twist
and complicate matters, the
more trivial the better. If we want
clarity we are best advised to
follow the debt—not the money.
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These weeks of late Autumn
will reveal double-dealings of
every magnitude and upheavals
should be expected. The Seven
of Swords is a card infused
with action and motivation,
though both are likely ignited
by negative outcomes and

life we are no longer chasing,.

In the meantime if you have
suspicions about a person or an
organization, follow through

on your doubt and look deeper.
Catalytic events are likely to
accelerate processes in both our
personal and political lives. We

We may wish we had more to
work with. But we don’t and
we still land on our feet.

circumstances. Still, we will
have the clarity and the burst
of adrenaline we need to cut
our losses and move on. As we
take steps in a new direction,
we realize we are no longer the
person who could even live the

may wish we had more to work
with. But we don’t and we still
land on our feet.

The Three of Wands is exactly
the solid ground we need to make
thatlanding and we can count
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on it to be there. In the Three of
‘Wands our most fierce passions
have been routed in such a way
that they burn both bright and
constructive. This card is known
as established strength and it is
amarker of accomplishment.

It means we have skills that we
have developed, it means we have
experience with what works and
what doesn’t, it means we have
the data to back up our claims.
The Three of Wands means
something of worth has been
entrenched through efforts made
over time. We land on our feet
because the foundation is made
of networks of individuals with
diverse abilities and knowledge.
This is a transformative time. May
we stretch to meet the next phase
of ourselves. —Michelle Embree;
illustration by Karla Rosas
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