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Maximum Rocknroll, November 1989 / #78

Yeah. You guys can only play a 
set for so long.
Yeah. We’re going to change 
the set up a bit now. We’ve 
been doing the same songs so 
we do the same set. We change 
it around here and there and 
improvise a little here and 
there but, for the most part, 
people want to hear those 
songs from Take As Needed 
For Pain. I’d like to learn some 
more obscure ones, try to 
get Jimmy to learn some of 
the more obscure stuff from 
anything in the past.

I think that’d be cool. Throw 
in some b-sides and stuff 
like that.
Yeah. For sure. It would 
just make it interesting. 
People would complain but 
I’ve realized you can’t make 
everyone happy. You can’t. Just 
no way. Somebody commented 
on YouTube or somewhere 
that “Man, you can understand 
what Mike’s saying now! It 
sucks!” Now that they can 
understand me, they hate it. 
It’s incredible!

I do think that’s weird about 
metal people. They’re very 
anal about everything. If it’s 
the slightest bit diff erent 
from the thing that they had 
idealized in their head, they 
will just go off  on it.
Yeah. Especially YouTube! I try 
not to read the comments there 
but I end up doing it anyway 
like “Fuck these people!” People 
were like, “Oh, I can mix this 
album better than this!” These 
comments, I’m like where are 
you even coming from?

And it’s probably some 
twelve year-old on their 
mom’s laptop!
Yeah! These kids that don’t even 
know what’s going on! That’s 
young! We have a history here. 
Twelve year-olds, I respect 
them for getting into this type 
of music but you don’t know 
everything yet. Give it a while. 
We just want to play. That’s all. 
We just want to play live. We 
can’t wait to play live again in 
front of people, real people, 
humans. It’s going to be great 
when it fi nally comes back 
because it has almost been a 
year! Can you believe it?

Right when the pandemic 
started, I think Cro-Mags was 
one of the fi rst bands to do 
one of those free live streams. 
It was so weird to see them 
shouting stuff  like, “Show me 
your emoji!”
Oh no! Did he say that? Oh my 
god! [laughs]

And it’s Cro-Mags!
That’s fucking crazy! That’s 
ridiculous. We’ve thought about 
doing a live stream. It’s been 
tossed around, but I can’t really 
see doing a great show. I could 
fake it, but I don’t want to do that. 
I want to be real in a live setting 
where people are drunk and 
throwing beer and going crazy!

You feed off  of the chaos! 
I’ve seen it. There’s this 
relationship with that energy.
It’s the best feeling ever! You 
have to feed off  it.

Do you have anything you 
want to say to the folks in 
New Orleans in general?
I just love New Orleans and 
I just can’t wait to go on tour 
again. I’ve seen generations 
and generations of fans in our 
crowds—friends! I don’t like to 
say fans; I like to say friends. I 
don’t really have anything to 
say directly to people. People 
can buy our merch though 
because that’s the one thing 
keeping us going now during 
this pandemic. And every 
band, not just us. Buy merch 
from everybody! I’ve just been 
buying merch to do it. I’m not 
a big collector of that stuff but 
it’s cool to support people. 
That’s literally keeping us 
afloat right now.

I feel like the couple years 
leading up to the pandemic 
were the band’s busiest 
touring years of your entire 
history. You just didn’t let up!
I was in the hospital in 2016. 
I don’t know what month I 
went in there, maybe October 
or something. I didn’t get the 
surgery until December so I 
was in there straight for that 
whole time. When I got out, 
I had a little bit of recovery 
time, which was four months. 
In April, we were back on the 
stage and I just told Jimmy, 
“I’m alive. I survived this.” 
I’m paraphrasing of course 
but, “I got through this thing. 
Let’s just tour as much as we 
possibly can!” That’s what 
I wanted to do! Brian left 
because he wanted to take care 
of his family, but also I think 
the touring got to be too much 

as well. I didn’t want that to 
happen but I just wanted to 
stay on the road from 2017 
until we would’ve taken some 
time off in 2020. But we had 
to stop on March 12, which, by 
the way, is when the new album 
comes out! That’s the day we 
had to cancel a show in Kyiv in 
the Ukraine and fly back home 
because of the pandemic. The 
day of our album will be one 
year from the pandemic so that 
will be pretty interesting.

And to think y’all almost 
thought this band was a joke 
when you started it.
Like I said, it was just kind of 
us playing slow riff s. Jimmy 
sometimes says it’s a joke but 
I think more of it as not one 
hundred percent serious as 
opposed to just a joke. We all had 
other bands! Like I said, I was in 
a band called Crawlspace and we 
were working on an album. We 
wanted to record and play more 

shows and tour with that band. 
I started doing Eyehategod 
when I fi nally became the singer. 
People liked it! We recorded 
a rehearsal tape and sent it 
to Maximum Rocknroll. They 
reviewed it and loved it! Chris 
Dodge, who is actually the 
guitar player in Infest, gave it a 
good review and we were like, 
What? We were a little shocked 
at the good reviews. A lot of 
other people, the metal people, 
thought it was too noisy. It was 
that time when the punks hated 
us for whatever reasons and 
then the metalheads hated us for 
diff erent reasons in both crowds. 
So we were just on our own but 
we loved annoying people.

[Paranoize zine founder] 
Bobby [Bergeron] just made a 
zine called Lost in Reality. He 
recalls the fi rst Eyehategod 
show in it.
Every single song we did was just 
super slow that day. There may 
have been one fast part in the 
middle of the whole thing just to 
be weird. I remember walking 
down Decatur Street and fi nding 
this big box of old vinyl that 
was shit, just old crappy vinyl, 
so I brought it into the show. 
When we played, I threw it up 
into the ceiling fan. The records 
shattered and fl ew all over the 
room! People were throwing 
them. That was actually our 
second show. We played in 
Metairie, but there was no one 
there really but a couple people. 
So that was our fi rst show where 
people noticed who the hell we 
were, I guess. It’s been a long, 
crazy trip.

Mike IX Williams
cont’d from pg. 21

An extended, hyperlinked version 
of this interview is available on 
antigravitymagazine.com.

A History of Nomadic Behaviour
is out March 12 on Century 
Media. For more information, 
check out eyehategod.ee.

Illustration by Bill Heintz
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Mid City Pizza
homemade sauces and dough
440 Banks St.  70119
504-483-8609
6307 S. Miro St.  70125
504-509-6224
midcitypizza.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast spot from the
Turkey & the Wolf people
2368 Magazine St.  70130
504-302-1896
mollysriseandshine.com

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
2207 Magazine St.  70130
504-527-0771
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis
Food evolution, new menu weekly
3219 Burgundy St.  70117
504-309-7850
suisgeneris.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
739 Jackson Ave.  70130
504-218-7428
turkeyandthewolf.com

GARDENING
Delta Flora Native Plants
Celebrating the natural beauty of
the Gulf Coast
2710 Touro St.  70119
Deltafl oranativeplants.com

POP-UPS
New Orleans Trap Kitchen
Commissary Kitchen in Bywater hosting 
pop-ups and the Bywater Sunday Market
instagram.com/notrapkitchen

BARBERS & SALONS
Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves and
a slice of old New Orleans
902 Piety St.  70117
504-208-9801
factotumbarber.com

ART SERVICES
Bywater Fine Art Printing
custom photo printing service for 
photographers and visual artists
201-240-2190
bywaterfi neartprinting.com

These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make 
ANTIGRAVITY possible. To show them love is to show us love. Please check with 
businesses directly for up-to-date hours and COVID-19 protocols.

COFFEE, TEA & JUICE
Euphorbia Kava Bar
Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants 
8726 Oak St.  70118
504-655-5406
euphorbiakavabar.com

Fourth Wall Coffee
Tea drugs fl owers books & wine
614 Gravier St.  70130
instagram.com/fourth.wall.coffee

HiVolt Coffee
Gluten-free, veg-friendly, catering
1829 Sophie Wright Pl.  70130
hivoltcoffee.com
504-324-8818

Las Brujas
air roasted coffee & juices, delivered
lasbrujascoffee.com

Pond Coffee
Espresso at Small Mart
2700 Chartres St.  70117
pond.coffee

Sacred Grinds
The only cafe in Mid-City’s Necropolis
5055 Canal St.  70119
504-482-1143
facebook.com/SacredGrinds

Whatever Coffee
Coffee pop-up and concierge for Stein’s Deli
2207 Magazine St.  70130
504-356-1117
steinsdeli.com/home/coffee

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
8210 Oak St.  70118
504-861-2224 
zotzcafe.com

MUSEUMS
Whitney Plantation
Louisiana’s only museum with an 
exclusive focus on the lives & histories of 
enslaved people
5099 Louisiana Hwy 18  70049
225-265-3300
whitneyplantation.org
5099 Highway 185099 Highway

MUSIC EQUIPMENT
Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service
3217 Burgundy St.  70117
504-304-5965

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
2001 St. Claude Ave.  70116
504-534-8697
dynamotoys.com

Maypop Community Herb Shop
Herbs & concoctions from experienced, 
community-minded herbalists
2701 St. Claude Ave.  70117
504-304-5067
maypopherbshop.com

New Orleans Abortion Fund
Affi rming bodily autonomy and providing 
healthcare access to those in need
Help Line: 504-363-1112
neworleansabortionfund.org

New Orleans Food Co-op
Community-owned, local products, all natural
2372 St. Claude Ave.  70117
504-264-5579
Nolafood.coop

New Orleans Shaolin
Martial arts training in a
non-macho environment
3921 St. Claude Ave.  70117
nolashaolin.com

Rosalie Botanicals
Medicinal herbs, extracts,
spices & local products
3201 Toulouse St.  70119
504-488-4425
rosaliebotanicals.com

GIFTS &  APPAREL
DNO
Dedicated to New Orleans
1101 First St.  70130
504-941-7010
dno.la

EKS Concepts
Brutalist glamour lingerie designed and 
made in New Orleans
eksconcepts.com

Glitter Box N.O.
Handmade gifts & artful offerings by 
woman and non-binary artists
1109 Royal St.  70116
504-568-0955
glitterboxno.com

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of
the French Quarter
927 Royal St.  70116
504-875-4437
norulesfashion.com

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES
Euclid Records
Two fl oors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
3301 Chartres St.  70117
504-947-4348
euclidnola.com

Domino Sound
Used & new vinyl specializing in
reggae & int’l music
2557 Bayou Rd.  70119
504-309-0871
dominosoundrecords.com

MERCH
Inferno Screen Printing
Full service screen printing & merchandise
504-305-4025
Infernomerchstore.com

BOOKS / COMICS / 
PUBLISHING

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, models,
gaming & more
3135 Calhoun St.  70125
504-309-2223
4916 Freret St.  70115
504-891-3796
Crescentcitycomics.com

Fine Print Press
Independent literary & visual arts magazine
fi neprintpaper.com

Tilted House
Independent books & work from New 
Orleans & the whirled
tiltedhouse.org

ARTISTS / MUSICIANS
Gettin’ It
Gettin’ It just wants to party with you
Gettinit69.bandcamp.com

TOBACCO/CBD/VAPE
The Herb Import Company
vitamins, herbal remedies, detox, spiritual 
supplies, hookahs, pipes & vaporizers
5505 Canal St.  70119
504-488-4889
712 Adams St.  70118
504-861-4644
711 St. Peter  St.  70116
504-525-4372
Herbimport.com

To inquire about advertising in 
ANTIGRAVITY get in touch at
advertising@antigravitymagazine.com
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We earned some new 
“experience points” in the last 
few months and “leveling up” 
means we now have access to 
Judgement’s power, steadily 
lifting each of us. Many of us 
have managed to observe our 
most deeply entrenched habits 
and patterns of thinking that 
perpetuate imbalance and 
dysfunction. As long as we 
continue to stretch ourselves 
and make the effort to grow we 
will find a subtle but continuous 
current lifting us, giving us 
the motivation we need to 
believe in ourselves. We are the 
common denominator at the 
center of all of our problems, 
and so we must go about the 
necessary business of creating 
better interpersonal habits and 
desires. We are on the verge of 
deepening our commitments in 
our communities and homes.

It is said that what goes up must 
come down, and this is certainly 
true of The Tower. The weeks 
ahead will unveil one truth at the 
heart of a problem, after another, 
after another. Watch it happen 
if it suits you, or just keep your 
focus on elevating your sense 

of wellbeing. The falling of The 
Tower is an inevitable and many 
layered series of revealed secrets. 
If you have your own skeletons, 
this could be a tough patch for 
you, but otherwise let all the 
pieces fall first, then make up 
your mind.

however unlikely it may seem 
now. The Tower was faulty at 
its foundation, but the Four 
of Wands is a formation made 
solid by the loving dynamics 
created in a home that values 
the right of each living member 
to be treated with full respect 
and individuality. Wands are 
fire; they cannot be contained. 
It is possible, however, to 
build a fire in such a way that it 
burns tall and slender, or low 
and wide, or even smokeless. 
In the Four of Wands, we have 
arranged the dynamics in our 
homes and communities in 
a manner that encourages 
and rewards respect, self-
expression, and taking joy in 
the successes of others. May 
we recognize the limits of 
competition. —Michelle Embree 
(@michelle_embree); illustration 
by Karla Rosas (@karlinche_)

of wellbeing. When we have 
a general sense of wellbeing, 
we approach every task and 
relationship from a disposition 
of basic confidence, rather 
than the defensive posture we 
require when we lose our sense 

The Four of Wands is a warm 
and inspiring place to find 
ourselves after a long and 
tedious Winter season. The 
spirit of Spring will become 
ever more restless and we 
might feel a wave of inspiration, 

Let all the pieces fall first, 
then make up your mind.






