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no borders, there’s no human 
traffi  cking?
ML: My understanding is that the 
vast majority of traffi  cked people are 
involved in, it’s all labor traffi  cking 
you know, farm workers under 
various terrible working conditions… 
But sex traffi  cking is always the 
comment that comes back. And it’s 
generally from white women.

You’re referring to the 
conversations you’re having with 
colleagues in Baton Rouge?
ML: Yeah... There’s this one very 
strong advocate up here who does 
a lot in the sexual assault world. 
She’s shining a light on laws 
and procedures that defi nitely 
need improvement. But she said 
something to the eff ect one day 
of like… “Some of the women 
are essentially brainwashed into 
thinking they’re engaging in 
consensual behavior, but they’re 
really being traffi  cked”—and of 
course we know it’s more than 
women doing sex work—she said 
they only are rescued from their 
traffi  cked situation once they’re 
arrested! And I was like, “Seriously, 
your answer to helping people in 
need is to arrest them?”
NE: I think the topic of human 
traffi  cking is a red herring. None 
of the prostitution-based laws that 
would be repealed by this bill are 
going to open any avenues for sex 
traffi  ckers to thrive. There are still 
laws in place against traffi  cking, 
against sexual violence, against 
sexual assault. I have found that 
people are receptive to those 
conversations. But it’s not something 
that fi ts in a soundbite.

Yes! Do only organizers 
understand that? That the 
messiness of the conversation, 
what it births is this beautiful 
thing that is... not something 
you can summarize. You just use 
the harm reduction principle of 
meeting people where they’re at, 
and you have these conversations 
that are singular and can’t 
necessarily even be described 
because you’re connecting with 
a stranger on a level that’s both 
intimate and theoretical.
CX: I just want to pause right 
there because your description of 
organizing is very similar to the 
description I would use for sex work.

I know, right? Sensing, empathy, 
being able to read people, 
literally the skillset of sex work. 
People don’t understand how, 
fi rst of all, there’s no such thing 
as unskilled labor, but people do 
not understand the skills are not 
about what that pussy can do! 
CX: That’s so secondary. And it’s 

skills that are transferable, being a 
sex worker trained me to be a barista, 
being a barista, trained me to work in 
[career redacted to protect identity].

What does a win look like to you?
NE: The win is the removal 
of oppressive and repressive 
prostitution laws that are based in 
morality and not based in facts or 
the support network that we should 
be providing to all people that are 
working class and are laboring 
to survive. And I think the only 
way we will achieve that is with 
decriminalization.
CBL: Just getting this bill 
introduced is a win. Having 
conversations with people who 
have never considered the harms 
of criminalizing sex work is a win. 
Changing people’s minds about 
criminalization is a win. Yes, we 
want full decrim and we will get 
there. Will it happen this session? 
I’m a realist, so probably not. 
We’re in a legislative session with 
multiple anti-trans bills and bills 
to criminalize STIs, criminalize 
overdose response, and raise the age 
of consent for commercial sexual 

and thrive in this world, free from 
violence, free from stigma.
CBL: Sex workers know what they’re 
doing and they can be trusted to make 
the best decisions for themselves. 
It’s so wild how sex workers are both 
demonized and infantilized. At the 
end of the day all labor is exploitative; 
as adults we get to decide what labor 
we’re willing to do. Why are sex 
workers treated diff erently?
CX: I don’t need you to speak for me. 
I need you to get the fuck out of the 
way so I can speak for myself.
CBL: Educate yourself on why 
criminalization is inherently 
harmful. Have conversations 
with your friends, neighbors and 
family members and educate 
them. Talk about how stigma and 
discrimination lead to violence and 
death for something as benign as 
chosen labor. Realize how you may 
contribute to that either passively or 
actively and work to change that.
JR: I ask that people read our 
toolkit, it’s in English and Spanish. 
On the website you can sign on in 
support of HB67, as an individual or 
as a business. Go on our Instagrams 
and boost us in the algorithm, 

impacted by unjust laws and systems.
JR: There’s already been planning 
and I’ve been on the receiving end 
of mutual aid from SWAC itself, 
when my mental health is too bad 
to be super proactive and work. 
There’s always gonna be mutual aid 
eff orts here for sex workers and for 
trans folks and for young people 
coming from WWAV and coming 
from SWAC. And the question that 
we asked when we fi rst formed was, 
what do sex workers need and how 
can we fulfi ll those needs?
CX: Ultimately this campaign 
will do a lot to improve those 
lived conditions of sex workers in 
Louisiana. But the end goal for me 
is to exist outside of capitalism. The 
State should not exist. The system 
should not exist. This economic 
narrative that you have to work for 
your survival is something that is 
outdated, outmoded, and only works 
to suppress people while the rich get 
richer. It’s not a matter of legislative 
wins being the end goal. It’s a matter 
of being in the here and now, being 
able to survive in this moment, being 
able to have a voice so that we can 
continue the struggle.

HB67 is expected to be heard 
in the House Criminal Justice 
Committee on May 4. At that point, 
people—like sex workers and sex 
worker advocates—can come testify, 
and committee members can ask 
questions. Then, if the committee 
approves it (or no one opposes it) 
the bill will go to the State House of 
Representatives, where Rep. Landry 
will present the bill for discussion, 
amendments, and ultimately a vote. 
For the bill to make it to the State 
Senate, it needs 53 votes. At the 
Senate, it undergoes a similar process. 
If it were to pass in the Senate, the 
governor would either sign it, veto it, 
or let it expire on his desk. If he signs 
it, it will become an Act.

activity to 21 are also being heard, so 
we know what we’re up against as far 
as who our state legislators are and 
what they endorse. We’re in a state 
that leads the world in incarceration 
rates and leads the country in 
poverty, income inequality, and poor 
health outcomes.
ML: Getting this out of committee 
would be huge. [If this bill doesn’t 
succeed] I don’t think we would 
just bring the same thing back 
immediately... the next step might be 
to try some more mild alternatives... 
once you’ve gotten people talking 
and thinking about it, then kind of 
push them a little. I mean, I hate 
incremental approach things, but I 
think you’re hitting people over the 
head with this fi rst and then it’s a 
better negotiation strategy anyway, 
by saying: this is what I want at the 
end of the day.

What’s one thing you wish every 
reader who isn’t a sex worker 
would understand or do? 
JR: I want you to understand that 
sex work is work. We are all selling 
our bodies in some way—that’s 
a little hard to digest, a hard-to-
swallow pill.
NE: It’s not a matter of personal 
opinions or morality. It’s about 
allowing everyone in your 
community the right to exist, survive 

share, share, share. And give your 
representatives a call. And fi nd 
mutual aid eff orts, donating to them 
even if it’s just pocket change, to sex 
worker funds, trans funds (if you have 
it) to support people who don’t have 
shit right now. If you follow our social 
media you will see those fundraisers.

What comes next—what keeps 
the momentum moving in the 
direction you want? Do you see 
the coalition that comes out 
of this as having potential to 
build or strengthen existing 
resources here?
CBL: The people whose lives and 
livelihoods that are impacted by 
criminalization are the ones who 
chart the direction of the fi ght and 
sex workers and sex worker allies 
have been and will continue to call for 
full decrim. BARE NOLA gave their 
social media platforms over to SWAC, 
passing the baton in a way, and SWAC 
members have talked about the work 
that will come after the legislative 
session. They’ve shifted their name 
from the Sex Worker Advisory 
Committee to Sex Workers Against 
Criminalization, and that broadens 
their focus and their member base. 
WWAV will continue doing the work 
it’s been doing for decades, and that’s 
centering the voices of those with 
lived experiences that have been 

“Sex workers know what 
they’re doing and they can 
be trusted to make the best 
decisions for themselves.”

An extended version of 
this feature is available at 
antigravitymagazine.com. To learn 
more about #DeepSouthDecrim, visit
deepsouthdecrim.org, @wwavnola, 
and @swacnola on Instagram.

Transcription by Leijia Hanrahan; 
Deep South Decrim logo courtesy of 
Deep South Decrim; “Sex Working 
Giving Circle” by JB Brager.

Decriminalize
Survival
cont’d from pg. 30
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ADVERTISER DIRECTORY
FOOD, DRINK & GROCERY

Hell Bent Bagels
Wholesale, delivery, brunch
504-435-5983
instagram.com/hellbentbagels

Mid City Pizza
homemade sauces and dough
440 Banks St.  70119
504-483-8609
6307 S. Miro St.  70125
504-509-6224
midcitypizza.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast spot from the
Turkey and the Wolf people
2368 Magazine St.  70130
504-302-1896
mollysriseandshine.com

New Orleans Food Co-op
Community-owned, local products, all natural
2372 St. Claude Ave.  70117
504-264-5579
nolafood.coop

New Orleans Trap Kitchen
Commissary Kitchen in Bywater hosting 
pop-ups and the Bywater Sunday Market
instagram.com/notrapkitchen

Pelican Delicatessen
Modern sandwich shop, classic deli favorites
4739 Magazine St.  70115
504-381-4572
facebook.com/pelicandelicatessen

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
2207 Magazine St.  70130
504-527-0771
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis
Food evolution, new menu weekly
3219 Burgundy St.  70117
504-309-7850
suisgeneris.com

The Joint
Barbecue, sides and fi xins, full-service bar
707 Mazant St.  70117
504-949-3232
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
739 Jackson Ave.  70130
504-218-7428
turkeyandthewolf.com

BARBERS & SALONS

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves and a slice of old 
New Orleans
902 Piety St.  70117
504-208-9801
factotumbarber.com

These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible. To show them 
love is to show us love. Please check with businesses directly for up-to-date hours and COVID-19 protocols.

COFFEE, TEA & JUICE

Euphorbia Kava Bar
Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants 
8726 Oak St.  70118
504-655-5406
euphorbiakavabar.com

Fourth Wall Coffee
Tea drugs fl owers books & wine
614 Gravier St.  70130
instagram.com/fourth.wall.coffee

HiVolt Coffee
Gluten-free, veg-friendly, catering
1829 Sophie Wright Pl.  70130
hivoltcoffee.com
504-324-8818

Pond Coffee
Espresso at Small Mart
2700 Chartres St.  70117
pond.coffee

Sacred Grinds
The only cafe in Mid-City’s Necropolis
5055 Canal St.  70119
504-482-1143
facebook.com/SacredGrinds

Whatever Coffee
Coffee pop-up and concierge for Stein’s Deli
2207 Magazine St.  70130
504-356-1117
steinsdeli.com/home/coffee

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
8210 Oak St.  70118
504-861-2224 
zotzcafe.com

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records
Two fl oors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
3301 Chartres St.  70117
504-947-4348
euclidnola.com

Domino Sound
Used & new vinyl specializing in reggae 
& int’l music
2557 Bayou Rd.  70119
504-309-0871
dominosoundrecords.com

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

Contemporary Arts Center
Multi-disciplinary arts center
900 Camp St.  70130
504-528-3805
cacno.org

Whitney Plantation
Louisiana’s only museum with an exclusive focus 
on the lives & histories of enslaved people
5099 Louisiana Hwy 18  70049
225-265-3300
whitneyplantation.org

REAL ESTATE

Goldberg Realty
Shopping for a home shouldn’t be that hard
504-616-8377
goldbergrealty.net

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Access Health Louisiana
Healthcare at affordable prices with 32 
clinics and school-based health centers 
located throughout Southeast Louisiana
504-575-3700
accesshealthla.org

Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
2001 St. Claude Ave.  70116
504-534-8697
dynamotoys.com

Maypop Community Herb Shop
Herbs & concoctions from experienced, 
community-minded herbalists
2701 St. Claude Ave.  70117
504-304-5067
maypopherbshop.com

New Orleans Abortion Fund
Affi rming bodily autonomy and providing 
healthcare access to those in need
Help Line: 504-363-1112
neworleansabortionfund.org

New Orleans Shaolin
Martial arts training in a non-macho 
environment
3921 St. Claude Ave.  70117
nolashaolin.com

Rosalie Botanicals
Medicinal herbs, extracts, spices & 
local products
3201 Toulouse St.  70119
504-488-4425
rosaliebotanicals.com

BOOKS / COMICS / MEDIA

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, models, 
gaming & more
3135 Calhoun St.  70125
504-309-2223
4916 Freret St.  70115
504-891-3796
crescentcitycomics.com

Octavia Books
Independent, locally-owned, hand-
picked selection
513 Octavia St.  70115
504-899-READ (7323)
octaviabooks.com

Single Lock Records
Releasing an interesting and accurate 
collection of the best of Southern 
American music
singlelock.com

GIFTS &  APPAREL

DNO
Dedicated to New Orleans
1101 First St.  70130
504-941-7010
dno.la

EKS Concepts
Brutalist glamour lingerie designed and 
made in New Orleans
eksconcepts.com

Glitter Box N.O.
Handmade gifts & artful offerings by 
woman and non-binary artists
1109 Royal St.  70116
504-568-0955
glitterboxno.com

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of the French Quarter
927 Royal St.  70116
504-875-4437
norulesfashion.com

ART & DESIGN SERVICES

Egypt Urnash
Does your business, krewe, record label, or 
coven need art or design?
egypt.urnash.com/hellonola

MERCH

Inferno Screen Printing
Full service screen printing & merchandise
504-305-4025
infernomerchstore.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service
3217 Burgundy St.  70117
504-304-5965

TOBACCO /  CBD / VAPE

The Herb Import Company
vitamins, herbal remedies, detox, spiritual 
supplies, hookahs, pipes & vaporizers
5505 Canal St.  70119
504-488-4889
712 Adams St.  70118
504-861-4644
711 St. Peter  St.  70116
504-525-4372
herbimport.com

BARS & NIGHTLIFE

Santos
French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
1135 Decatur St.  70116
santosbar.com

Sidney’s Saloon
Just a stone’s throw from the French Quarter
1200 St. Bernard Ave.  70116
sidneyssaloon.com
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The momentum of this time 
can no more be stifled than it 
can be permanently sustained. 
The Two of Pentacles 
transforms the material 
conditions of our everyday 
life with or without our direct 
participation. We should 
experience the change as 
fairly harmonious and maybe 
find an opportunity to rise 
from adversity, even defeat, 
in a manner that rejects the 
cultural values of cut-throat 
competition and hierarchical 
rule. Those among us willing to 
recognize where we have been 
wrong and genuinely make 
corrections in our thought 
process and behavior will gain 
big personal strides and enjoy 
the deep relief of not needing 
to be right. If we get defensive, 
it will drain our energy now 
and come back to haunt us 
later, not to mention separate 
us from the very pack among 
which we thrive.

Though the Five of Swords is 
generally an ominous omen, 
there are definitely times when 
it is a welcome sight and we can 
read a little of both into this card 
right now. We will be treated 
to a little taste of the poison 
we give out, be it consciously 
or unconsciously, and like the 

how we do and what we bring. 
The opposition is formidable, yet 
it winces every time we grow our 
strategic wisdom and emotional 
intelligence. Combinations of 
victories and defeats—small and 
personal, public and political—
will steep and clarify into simple 
but innovative ways to organize 

honestly, we can use it right 
now. We are fed spiritually 
and politically when we center 
what gives us pleasure. As we 
become more fulfilling versions 
of ourselves, we open entirely 
new worlds of potential delight. 
Now is the time to let your mind 
explore what enjoyments could 
become your reality. Not every 
problem we are working through 
needs us to know exactly what 
to do right now; some concerns 
can be marked later. The Seven 
of Cups is well-placed to receive 
the Five of Swords in its more 
rare form. A gain or gift that 
comes through an ordeal or a 
mound of broken pride might 
need a little time and space 
to integrate, and the Seven of 
Cups is lively but undecided and 
open to what might come. May 
we notice the flimsy quality of 
some of the lives we wanted. 
—Michelle Embree (@Michelle-
Embree); illustration by Karla 
Rosas (@karlinche__)

magical “hair of the dog,” it will 
act as the ideal Pharmakon to 
open a wider perspective on 
ourselves. The Two of Pentacles 
means we have a fecund 
environment for change, both 
peaceful and turbulent, but 
we don’t have a choice about 
whether or not we engage—only 

and collaborate. Our walk 
through this cluster of success 
and failure, of deep love and red 
hot rage, is exactly the work we 
are now cut out to do.

The Seven of Cups offers fantasy, 
a parade of illusion, or even a 
decadence of dreaming and, 

The opposition is formidable, 
yet it winces every time we 
grow our strategic wisdom 
and emotional intelligence.






