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NIGHT MAYOR

contd from pg. 10

the city was between $24,000
and $28,000 per year—nearly
40% less than the average U.S.
annual income of $70,930 per
year. Census data shows that
the 2019 median rent (including
utilities) was $998 per month,
or $11,976 annually, almost half
the lower end of the average
musician’s income.

Kaplan’s salary of over $120,000
ayear breaks down to about
$10,000 a month—not too far

off from a year’s worth of rent.
Splitting the difference between
Kaplan’s salary and the average
income for a musician, you could
pay for almost eight years of
rent for one person, or provide
rent for almost 93 people for
one month. You could buy over
46,000 packs of guitar strings, or
enough drumsticks to last you
more than 300 years.

And while Kaplan and the Office
of Nighttime Economy are still
working to get off the ground,
situations like the Royal Street
musicians having to dodge
traffic in order to perform are
still having to be addressed by
NOPD. Though many tourists
and performers visit the area
during the daytime, Kaplan

said the work his office does, or
hopes to do, can take place at
any time of the day. Though he is
wealthy, difficult to contact, and
is frequently criticized by City
officials, the night mayor isn’t
like Batman, ruling the night.

“A lot of this stuff, like me and
you sitting here during the
daytime, just because it has

an impact on our nighttime
economy. Some of the things I'm
dealing with, they take place at
different times,” Kaplan said. “I
think the office needs to be what
the city needs it to be.”

Musicians and the
entertainment they provide
are large drivers of the city’s
economy—people come out

to hear live music. But those
cultural providers have long
been underserved or neglected
by the City, which has no
financial support programs

for musicians. The Office of
Nighttime Economy could
serve as a valuable advocate and
mediator. But so far, the results
have been lackluster.

It’s not just musicians or the
French Quarter, either. Uptown
businesses aren’t immune to
permitting woes—even the
champagne doesn’t flow without
City approval. But night life
problems in wealthier areas
seem to get addressed much
more quickly.

On May 4, just a week before
the annual Champagne Stroll,

a “stroll and shop” event where
free sparkling wine is served

to patrons as they peruse the
shops and vendors on Magazine
Street, the event’s organizers
announced that no businesses
other than bars or restaurants
with alcohol permits would be
able to serve alcohol. They cited
an “unforeseen, last-minute
permitting issue.”

On paper, the debacle looked
like a textbook case for the night
mayor. As a liaison between

the City and the business,
hospitality, and entertainment
sectors, Kaplan was perfectly
situated to save the bubbly.
Instead, the organizers filed for a
permit the day before the event.
And with the “help of some
amazing city officials,” they got
their permit—without assistance
from Kaplan’s office.

The City recommends filing a
request for a permit at least 90
days ahead of an event. Buta
champagne stroll held in one of
the wealthiest neighborhoods
was able to get a permit issued in
24 hours. Meanwhile, advocates
in other neighborhoods say
their requests for assistance go
unheard.

“There’s been no enforcement on
many different issues, whether
it’s music, or bars, or, you know,
look at short-term rentals,” said
Caron. “Thaven’t seen anything
really happening, nor do people
know about the night mayor’s
office. That’s my biggest concern
about this whole thing. Nothing
is happening.” #

illustrations by Marcus Chapa Wilson

I grow wildly

no longer thorned
concerned with commotions from above
the same old debate

is the world black and white or just shades of grey

Ithe roots of a blood orange tree

wait the arrival

a song bird singing a morning medley

a swarm of buck moths nipping at my leaves

a pair of unsure hands caressing my skin

with life lines shaped like my intricate roots
hovering over my branches

caressing my ripe sunset colored skin
deciding if I'm ripe to pick

—Jason Kerzinski
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v ADVERTISER DIRECTORY +

These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible.To show them
love is to show us love. Please check with businesses directly for up-to-date hours and COVID-19 protocols.

FOOD, DRINK & GROCERY

Bub’s Nola

Smash burger purveyors
4413 Banks St. 70119
bubsnola.com

El Cucuy

Mexican street food, beer, wine, mixed drinks
3507 Tchoupitoulas St. 701 15
elcucuynola.com

Juan’s Flying Burrito
Creole Taqueria since 1997
2018 Magazine St. 70130
4724 S. Carrollton Ave. 701 19
515 Baronne St. 70113

8140 Oak St. 70118
juansflyingburrito.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast spot from the
Turkey and the Wolf people
2368 Magazine St. 70130
mollysriseandshine.com

New Orleans Trap Kitchen
Commissary kitchen in Bywater
instagram.com/notrapkitchen

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
2207 Magazine St. 70130
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis

Food evolution, new menu weekly
3219 Burgundy St. 70117
suisgeneris.com

The Joint

Barbecue, sides and fixins, full-service bar
707 Mazant St. 70117
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf

Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
739 Jackson Ave. 70130
turkeyandthewolf.com

ARTISTS / MUSICIANS

Dr. Mary’s Monkey
Mod/punk/power-pop/soul movement
from New Orleans
drmarysmonkey.band

Garden Gnome Plantscapes
Fine gardening and landscape work
504-266-1664
gardengnomeplantscapes.com

Bizer & DeReus

Civil rights, car crashes, personal injury,
and disability rights

bizerlaw.com

COFFEE, TEA & JUICE

Coffee Science

We do it with science!

410 S.Broad Ave. 70119
facebook.com/coffeesciencenola

Euphorbia Kava Bar

Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants
8726 Oak St. 70118
euphorbiakavabar.com

Fourth Wall Coffee

Your hidden oasis in the CBD

614 Gravier St. 70130
instagram.com/fourth.wall.coffee

Sacred Grinds

The only cafe in Mid-City’s Necropolis
5055 Canal St. 70119
facebook.com/SacredGrinds

Whatever Coffee

Coffee pop-up and concierge for Stein’s Deli
2207 Magazine St. 70130
steinsdeli.com/home/coffee

Z’otz Cafe

Eclectic mom & pop cafe
8210 Oak St. 70118
zotzcafe.com

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records

Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
3301 Chartres St. 70117
euclidnola.com

Domino Sound

Used & new vinyl; reggae & int’l music
2557 Bayou Rd. 70119
dominosoundrecords.com

New Orleans Record Press
Providing audiophile record pressings and
attentive customer care.
neworleansrecordpress.com

FESTIVALS

Re:SET New Orleans

An artist and fan friendly alternative to
the standard summer concert experience
neworleans.resetconcertseries.com

Inferno Screen Printing
Full service screen printing & merchandise
infernomerchstore.com

TOBACCO / CBD / VAPE

The Herb Import Company
Vitamins, herbal remedies, detox, spiritual
supplies, hookahs, pipes & vaporizers
5505 Canal St. 70119

712 Adams St. 70118

711 St.Peter St. 70116
herbimport.com

THEATERS, BARS &
ENTERTAINMENT

Banks Street Bar

Mid City’s premiere dive bar venue
4401 Banks St.70119
instagram.com/banksstreetbar

The Domino

Cocketails, draft wine, happy hour nightly
3044 St. Claude Ave. 70117
facebook.com/thedominola

Gasa Gasa

Music venue, alley bar, art space
4920 Freret St. 70115
facebook.com/gasagasaonfreret

Pleasure Savior
Do you like parties?
instagram.com/pleasuresavior

The Prytania Theatre

The longest continually operated theatre
in the South

5339 Prytania St. 70115

333 Canal St. 3rd Floor 70130
theprytania.com

Santos

French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
1135 Decatur St. 70116
santosbar.com

Toulouse Theatre

French Quarter artist-owned venue
615 Toulouse St. 70130
toulousetheatre.com

Twelve Mile Limit

Cocktails, lotsa beer, nightly happy hour
500 S.Telemachus St. 70119
facebook.com/twelve.mile.limit

Winter Circle Productions
Progressive, unforgettable experiences
wintercircleproductions.com

COMMUNITY

Girls Rock New Orleans

Using music education to create a youth
centric space that encourages creative
expression and social consciousness
girlsrockneworleans.org

New Orleans Jazz &

Heritage Foundation

Preserves & perpetuates the culture and
heritage of communities in Louisiana
jazzandheritage.org

New Orleans Public Library
Transforming lives, enriching
neighborhoods, and preserving history
nolalibrary.org

REAL ESTATE

Sophie Joseph
Helps you move in the right direction
sophiejoseph.latter-blum.com
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DECOR, GIFTS, APPAREL

Glitter Box N.O.

Retail space and maker community
for the economic empowerment of
marginalized genders

1109 Royal St. 70116
glitterboxno.com

No Rules Fashion

Daring fashion in the heart of the Quarter
927 Royal St. 70116
norulesfashion.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT & REPAIR|

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service
3217 Burgundy St. 70117

ART & DESIGN SERVICES

Art Conscious

Art consulting, fine art printing and framing
6601 St. Claude Ave. Arabi 70032
artconscious.net

Bywater Fine Art Printing
Custom photo printing service for
photographers and visual artists
bywaterfineartprinting.com

MIND & BODY

Casey Leigh Psychic Readings
Sessions available in-person and over the phone
madamelalune.com

Dynamo

Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
2001 St. Claude Ave. 70116
dynamotoys.com

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves
902 Piety St. 70117
factotumbarber.com

Maypop Community Herb Shop
Sicangu Lakota owned and operated
2701 St. Claude Ave. 70117
maypopherbshop.com

New Orleans Shaolin
Non-macho martial arts training
3921 St. Claude Ave. 70117
nolashaolin.com

Rosalie Botanicals

Medicinal herbs, extracts & local products
3201 Toulouse St. 70119
rosaliebotanicals.com

Vitality Community Fitness
Good workouts, nice people

1721 Shrewsbury Rd. (Metairie) 70001
vitalitycommunityfitness.com

Get in touch at
advertising@antigravitymagazine.com
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he Five of Wands welcomes

us as we enter the month
of June. This card indicates a
challenge, but we are ready for it
this time. The wands represent
the element of fire, which
influences the many passions—
the thrill of inspiration, the
magnetism of sexual attraction,
and, of course, anger. The Five
of Wands indicates conflict
and we will likely find this
particular interaction, or series
of meetings, less than pleasant.
The best advice is to prepare a
direct statement of your stance
and leave it at that. Be wary of
sprawling conversations that
deviate from the necessary
tasks of disentangling. If we
allow space for pontification
on our intentions or flaws, we
are only courting chaos. The
impasse is the reason for the
disengagement and that is that.
No further analysis is required.

The King of Cups will be all
along our path this month.
This is the character we will
be running into everywhere

we go or his name will keep
coming up. He could come
through as a store clerk, an old
friend, or in a dream. We will
know when we come across
him because he will confirm,
through some small action or
choice of words, that we are
holding a full and reasonable

to focus on what we want to
remember about today when
tomorrow comes. The King of
Cups holds his chalice steady as
he floats along the waves of the
emotional world. This character
knows how to organize his
thoughts and feelings and how
to convey their truth clearly and

Prepare a direct statement of your
stance and leave it at that. Be wary
of sprawling conversations that
deviate from the necessary tasks of

disentangling.

grasp of reality. It is important
that we keep our thoughts on
our immediate environment
rather than allow our precious
mental dreaming to take up
residency in the hands of those
from whom we are cutting ties.
The King of Cups will appear
again and again to remind us

succinctly without adding extra
complications or unnecessary
pain. He doesn’t need to raise
his voice or make others see his
point of view when he knows
they simply cannot or will not
do so. Look for this King as you
go through the days and he will
support you.

reading by Michelle Embree | michelleembree.com
illustration by Gurleen Rai | zimteemo.com
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Once we land on the other side
of our complication, the most
wise among us will reflect on
what just happened. The Two
of Swords is a posture we take
up when we have gained all

the external input we desire
and retreat into ourselves to
review it all. It will be fruitful
to list the red flags you could
have noticed—as long as this
analysis is constructive and not
self-abasing. The truth about
red flags is that they must form
apattern over time. No one
moment or characteristic can
tip us off to the true character
of a person. It takes years to get
to know any one person and,
even then, we will be surprised
at times. This Two of Swords
offers us an opportunity to gain
a sense of satisfaction that does
not need external validation.
Being right is less important
than being free of ideas that
put fractures, no matter how
small, in our self-worth. You
don’t owe anyone a piece of
you. May our own strength be
our best comfort.#
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