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Best of Del Tha Funkee
Homosapien: Elektra Years
Label: Hieroglyphics

By Matt Eagleson

Despite the title, this isn't a typical
“Best of’ compilation. Yeah, it has
“Mistadobalina,” and other joints
from Del's days at Elektra. But Del
never had many “hits” after that, and
was, in fact, dropped from the label
after his second album. So, what's
the deal with a Hits album? The
album consists basically of remixes
and b-sides. Need | say it more
clearly? We're talking about songs
that were straight from the albums,
like “Mistadobalina” and “Sleepin’
on My Couch,” sdngs that were not
officially on an album and some quick
remixes.

So, you're wondering, why the hell
should | shell out $20 for some old
hits, rejects and half assed remixes?
Well, 'l tell you why: Track 12,
entitled “The Undisputed Champs-
ft. Q-Tip of A Tribe Called Quest &
Pep Love of Pep Love & Jay Biz".
Originally this shit was a b-side.

But now, it's been released on this
album.

It's a testament to the pinnacle
of the lyrical gymnastics of hip-hop
artists from the major label world of
the early Nineties. When rappers
could spit the illest shit and still
sound like they are the genuine
article from the underground. You
have heard some of this noise
before, but the remixes are dope,
and the b-sides also happen to be
dope.

CON S

Label: Sony
By Janet Branagan

The year is 2002. Indie rockers,
Phantom Planet have just released
their new album, The Guest. Their
first album, Phantom Planet Is
Missing, released in 1998, received
critical acclaim, poising the boys as
one of the bands to watch. The stars
were aligned perfectly and the mood
was set. The Guest was released
and Phantom Planet proved to live
up to the hype.

Riding on the wave of success,
Phantom Planet went back into the
studio to record again. Could they
create another pop-perfected tune
like “California?” More importantly,
would they want to? The answer
apparently is a resounding no. In
fact, after listening to Phantom Planet
fans of The Guest might be saying,
“Will the real Phantom Planet please
stand up?”

We've seen this before. Artists that
master a genre and suddenly seem
bored of revisiting the same scene.
Instead, they branch out in a new
musical direction entirely. Sometimes
it works as in say, The Beatles. Other
times, it doesn’t. Phantom Planet,
unfortunately, is an example of the
latter.

Where The Guest overflowed with
catchy lyrics and infectious melodies,
Phantom Planet is overridden by
raspy vocals and sullen philosophies.
Reinvention might be how Phantom
Planet plans on maintaining
credibility, but following a trend does
not a musician make.
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“Happy Ending”, “Badd Business”
and “Big Brat”, for instance, all offer
the all too familiar “emo” whine. By

the time they get to “Making A Killing”

the lads even sound too cool to sing
their own songs. “1st Things 1st”
has a welcomed eighties vibe, while
“You're Not Welcome Here,” reminds
older Phantom Planet fans that all
hope is not lost.

Phantom Planet is not a bad
collection, but it is an unoriginal
one. Alex Greenwald, whose vocals
are normally rich and inviting,
merely comes across as raw and
disinterested. The songs themselves
have a certain sense of sameness
as well, both unto themselves as
well as to other industry bigwigs.
Comparisons, for example, are
likely to be made to the current too-
cool-for-school “indie” darlings, The
Strokes, and justifiably so. What
Phantom Planet needs to realize,
however, is that they had already
defined the sound that suited them
best.

In the good company of Weezer
and Fountains of Wayne, Phantom
Planet once created feel-good rock
without boundaries. In an industry
with a relative absence of anything
hummable and consumable that is
not embarrassing to turn up and jam
to, Phantom Planet once prevailed.
| hope they can stop their identity
crisis before it is too late.

[music to pay attention to]
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Lungfish
Love is Love
Label: Dischord

By Matt Eagleson

Love Is Love is the 9th album
from Dischord’s Lungfish. A crazy,
mixed-up mishmash of routine
DC noize generally comes out
of Dischord, but for the past 10
years and for the past 9 albums,
Lungfish has been standing so
steadily and so singularly away
from that pack. To put it bluntly
THEY FUCKING RULE.

If you know anything about
Lungfish, you'll know what to
expect from Love is Love: oddball,
circular guitar riffs, Daniel Higgs’
highly indecipherable poetry/
lyrics, steady rhythms. It's rock
without all the bullshit structure,
it's lyrics that say so much they
don't say anything. It's at once
quiet and loud, complicated and
simple, obfuscated and clear. If
you don’t know anything about
Lungfish, see above. You may not
get it, but you will like it.

Visit
whatcharockin.com

for more music
reviews!
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06/01_The Domination Tour w/Christ Analogue, Manufactura and
Sister Machine Gun @ Lounge Lizards
06/04_Mexico 1910 w/ the Buttons @ TwiRoPa
_Doctor a’ Go Go @ One Eyed Jack’s

06/05_the TELE-visionairies/BiPolaroid @ the Mermaid Lunge
06/11_The Shins w/ the Glands and Rogue Wave @ House of Blues
06/12_The Syndicate @ the Hi-Ho Lounge

_Morning 40 Federation @ Tipitina’s Uptown
06/13_The Fiery Furnaces @ The Parish

_Duvall w/ Panic in Detroit @ the Mermaid Lounge
06/15_Missing Pilots @ the Hi-Ho Lounge
06/17_Leighties Night 1 Year Anniversary @ TwiRoPa
06/21_DKT/MCS5 @ the House of Blues
06/22_Rooney w/ Straylight Run @ House of Blues
06/25 Drums and Tuba @ TwiRoPa

Promoting a show and have a press release or other promotional material?
Send info to either:
Antigravity Magazine or e-mail:
PO Box 24584 events@antigravitymagazine.com
New Orleans, La 70184-4584

"CAN'T FRONT...THE BEATS IS HOT" ssvs PHAROAHE

"THE BEST SINGLE FROM A FIRST TIME HIP-HOP.
SAYS THE LEGENDARY GETO BOY SCARFACE .

“HE DOESN’T SPEAK SPANISH, HE DOESN’T SPEAK INTONATIONN v

THAT SAYS SPANISH, SO LET’S JUST STOP SAYING HE’S CUBAN, OK?”
SAYS RAP MOGUL LYOR COHEN

AvaiLABLE FROM QUARTER RAT MUSIQUE

WILW. TMPULS WFT IN STORES SOON!
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ﬂ :E%[Iﬂj Despite Everything: A
L Y ) | Cometbus Omnibus
EWEB}WF Despite Evg)?hl;::;l:lACC(::f:t?)E:) (l)l:nibus is an

A COME S extensive collection of 20 years of Cometbus

' o fanzine. Weighing in at 608 pages, you can be
assured that all bases are covered, from his early
"embarassing" issues up until the present. Even if
you're one of the rare few who owns every issue of
Cometbus, this is an essential purchase with
plenty of extra goodies thrown in for good
measure.

5.5" X 8.5" trade paper 600 pgs
0867195614 $14.95
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Gangsta Rap Coloring Book
Aye Jay Moreno, afterword by

Sacha Jenkins Qq a i ,[l 1

The title of this book says it all. 48 pages of line
drawings of "Gangsta" rappers, done with the thick
black line we all remember from the coloring books
of our youth. The juxtapostion of the outlaw image
of the rappers with the childlike innocence of a
coloring book makes for an instant laugh. In a
smaller self-published edition, the book was an
immediate hit with the few people who were able to
see it. Now expanded from 20 to 48 pages, the book
includes all of the top rappers and their
underground peers.
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8" X 11" trade paper 50 pgs
0867196041 $8.95

ORDER NOW TOLL FREE 800-848-4277 FAXK 415-824-427]
or at www.lastgasp.com




