








Calexico

Convict Pool

Quarterstick

by: Buddy Kite

iQUE ALEGRIA! The masters
of sophisticated mariachi have
a new six song EP with more
(no shame in borrowing this
line) desert landscape songs.
With their proud trumpet solos,
flamenco-style clapping and
the unmistakable howls of the
Mexican nortefio style, Calexico
has carved out a niche in the
indie scene, standing in a
league of their own. Fortunately,
this means you won’t have to
labor through any obscure and
pretentious comparisons, simply
because there are none that |
know of. Drawing heavily from
their sense of place, Calexico
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often takes on themes of
cultural amalgamation and the
paradoxes of policy along the
US-Mexico border. Frontman
Joey Burns captures the western
zeitgeist with an ecologist’s
sensibility: ~ with  remarkable
insight into man’s relationship
with the land, he recently spoke
to NPR’s All Things Considered
about suburban desert sprawl in
the band’s hometown Tucson,
Arizona. Calexico formed in
1996, but Burns has made his
rounds with a diverse roster
of musicians including Vic
Chestnut, Neko Case and Evan
Dando. Working outside Calexico

has no doubt broadened the
group’s musical vocabulary, as
was artfully displayed on their
2003 release Feast of Wire.
Convict Pool is a collection of
covers and European singles,
and only contains one previously
unreleased track. Besides the
accordion waltz, “Praskovia,”
there are no startling changes
to the sound. This EP is for
dedicated fans on the arduous
collection hunt, and if this
happens to be the first time
you've read anything about this
group, | recommend Even My
Sure Things Fall Through for a
solid introduction. B

Loretta Lynn

Van Lear Rose

Interscope

by: Bunny Bernstein

The cover art, in my
imagination, speaks volumes
about what's behind this fucking
phenomenon of a record. The
actual cover shows Miss Loretta
looking every inch the grande
dame of outlaw country mamas
she is, decked out in one serious
sparkly blue prom dress, looking
tough, a little world-weary and a
lot satisfied. The inside sleeve
has the same photo, but with
her backing band inserted into
the tableau, mostly in shadow.
Producer/arranger Jack White
shares the foreground; hip
cocked thumb in belt loop, a bit
of swagger, a lot of awe. He's
looking at her; she’s looking off
into the distance. Apparently the

two hooked up after the White
Stripes dedicated their 2001
release White Blood Cells to
Lynn and invited her to share
some bills with them. Well! Must
be nice. Anyway, on the record
as in the photo, White smartly
shares the foreground, but at
a respectful distance, letting
Lynn’s poignant songwriting
shine in all its wry, pretty, often
pugnacious glory. Even so, the
collaboration “Portland Oregon”
is a standout track — it's goofy
Appalachian nonsense party
music that makes you smile
like White’'s “Hotel Yorba” on
White Blood Cells. The intense,
stripped-down “Have Mercy”
(which Lynn apparently wrote for

Elvis Presley) also bears White's
fingerprints more heavily and
recalls Roy Orbison’s haunting
“Running Scared.” The album
is more or less a trip through
Lynn's eventful and much-
documented life, and shines with
all her hallmark qualities; tender,
tough, witty and outspoken. At
first listen, White’'s band might
sound jarring to longtime Loretta
fans, with guitar screeches
and garagey drums, but it's an
addictive pairing and | think they
knew exactly what they were
doing. | kind of doubt Loretta
Lynn would let anyone fuck with
her, anyway. A
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What was your favorite Girl
Gang show, and who are your
favorite bands to bring to N.O.?

GGP: The Dolly Ranchers and The Butchies
are our favorite repeat performers. In terms of
favorite shows, we've had so many, it's hard
to single out any one. All of The Butchies
shows have been fabulous, though the first
one at the Shim Sham, with the Wau Wau
Sisters and Discharge Information System,
stands out as particularly off the hook.
But there have been so many memorable
shows and performers - Triple Creme from
Brooklyn, Club Casanova Drag Kings, Tracy
+ the Plastics with King Cobra, Alix Olson
and Pamela Means, singer-songwriter Ellis,
Canadian performance artist Alexis O'Hara,
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Portland, Oregon indie rocker Tami Hart,
west coast spoken word tour Strombolli's
Island of Donkeys & Dolls, and of course, our
hometown favorites and friends, Ovary Action
and Tragic Girls End Up Like This. They all
stand out for different reasons.

LM: How do you foresee your presence
in the New Orleans scene increasing

now that you’'ve got a couple
years under your collective belt?
GGP: Well, honestly, we don't really see

ourselves in terms of the New Orleans
“scene.” For us, GGP is about creating
community, and that desire grows out of a
very real need in this city - of having nowhere
to go and nothing to do, for queers like us

who like live music and other performance
that reflects our own values, politics, and
lives. It's socially-constructed activism, really.

In terms of increasing our presence, though,
we're very interested in diversifying, bringing
to New Orleans and also creating from within
the community different kinds of shows
beyond just live music; we've dabbled in
spoken word and performance art of various
kinds, but would like to do more. We've also
talked about the idea of doing some kind
of mini-festival at some point, but that's
something still on the drawing board. We
have to let things evolve and grow organically,
and are pretty happy with the pace at which
things are moving right now.

END
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07/01_Spoon w/ The Myrtles and Thee Shams @ Howlin’ Wolf
07/02_The Pleased w/ The Shore @ One Eyed Jacks
07/02_Short Eyes w/ The Original Three @ The Circle Bar
07/05_C-Rayz Walz w/ The X-Ecutioners @ House of Blues
07/10_The Gonn w/ The Royal Pendeltons @ The Circle Bar
07/12_Reel Big Fish w/ Catch 22 @ House of Blues
07/14_Ex-Voto @ The Howlin’ Wolf
07/16_Soul Slinger @ The Hi-Ho Lounge
07/16_Edwin McCain Band @ House of Blues
07/17_Y-0-U w/ Tom Violence and Sam Sarah @ The Mermaid Lounge
07/17_Girl Gang Productions 2 Year Anniversary $2 Show, w/

Tragic Girls End Up Like This, The Anna Byars Band, and more TBA
07/18_Jet @ House of Blues
07/21_The Album Leaf @ TwiRoPa
07/21_They Might Be Giants @ House of Blues
07/25_Braid w/ Moneen and Murder By Death @ Howlin’ Wolf

Promoting a show and have a press release or other promotional material?
: Send info to either:
Antigravity Magazine or e-mail:

PO Box 24584 i it ine.
New Orleans. La 70184-4584 events@antigravitymagazine.com

StE!V e fD n t en Dt Steve Fontenot by Heidi Goldman; Alex Nunez by Jeff Taylor



Despite Everything: A
Cometbus Omnibus
Aaron Cometbus

Despite Everything: A Cometbus Omnibus is an
extensive collection of 20 years of Cometbus
fanzine. Weighing in at 608 pages, you can be
assured that all bases are covered, from his early
"embarassing" issues up until the present. Even if
you're one of the rare few who owns every issue of
Cometbus, this is an essential purchase with
plenty of extra goodies thrown in for good
measure.

5.5" X 8.5" trade paper 600 pgs
0867195614 $14.95

Gangsta Rap Coloring Book
Aye Jay Moreno, afterword by
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drawings of "Gangsta" rappers, done with the thick

black line we all remember from the coloring books LOlﬂt lll ﬂ iz [

of our youth. The juxtapostion of the outlaw image “
of the rappers with the childlike innocence of a
coloring book makes for an instant laugh. In a
smaller self-published edition, the book was an
immediate hit with the few people who were able to
see it. Now expanded from 20 to 48 pages, the book
includes all of the top rappers and their
underground peers.
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8" X 11" trade paper 50 pgs
0867196041 $8.95

ORDER NOW TOLL FREE 800-848-4277 FAXK 415-824- 4277
or at www.lastgasp.com




