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primarily as the art-rock favoring organist of Indiana’s premier soul-
rock champions, John Wilkes Booze. Deer’s also a fixture with GDS, VIN\L, T-SHIRTS
The Impossible Shapes — the Booze's collective side-project and
a dead ringer for an Elephant 6 primer — and it’s in that band’s fluid WWW.ROCKSOFFRPM.COM
psych-pop and fragmented song structures that his first effort A
# Sea as a Shore has been gestating. With this exposition out of the 4739 WAGAZINE STREET
way, you can now forget it all: Deer’s debut with the madcap Shore (504) 895-9513
is so maddeningly all-over-the-map that it would be pigeonholing
- to call it anything other than magnificent. Only one of the fifteen THE OFFICIAL RECORD STORE OF
sketches extends beyond three minutes — the trembling Olivia ANTIGRAVITY MAGAZINE
Horns of Tremor homage “Asleep The Already Known” — and it's really
Happiness more like three interludes stitched together, an atonal buzzing
PP intro dropping dead before two conversing acoustic guitars, which

A then welcome a beautifully repetitious organ centerpiece, which in
Sea as a Shore turn bows to a throw-down electric guitar fade out over the song’s
final thirty seconds. At a wink over four-and-a-half minutes, it's

SecretIyCanadian a fantastic mini faux-epic, and an early foreshadowing of Deer’s
complete lack of adherence to any discernible form whatsoever.

In this respect, A Sea as a Shore loosely resembles The Hour

by Noah Bonaparte of Bewilderbeast, the masterful (and, thus far, unmatched) debut
from Britain’s Badly Drawn Boy. But Deer is even more kaleidoscopic in his scope than Damon
Gough; whereas Gough consciously sought to write the perfect pop song in a different style

each time out, Deer’'s compositions seem to reach their apexes purely by accident, ending They M'th
abruptly the moment they become too ear-pleasing or accessible. This ephemeral quality Be Giants
lends every song a transitory brilliance, a fleeting attainability best illustrated on the penultimate

track “The Return,” where Deer delivers the crushing blow, “They ought to find me/ Laying in The Spine

the grass/ Cranes flying over/ They ought to find me/ Buried here at last,” over an achingly

beautiful acoustic ballad that he seemingly tires of after two minutes, the fragile job collapsing Idlewild Recordings/
under jumbled sonic debris. A short coda later, the album ends with the same legato organ B

note that begins it, its laconic thirty-five minutes feeling more like a languid three-hundred and Zoé Records
fifty. Shimmering, folksy, earthy and ethereal — often all at the same time — A Sea as a Shore .
is that rare branching-off that's so consistently stellar, it makes you wonder what the hell Aaron by Joseph Larkin

Deer’s been doing for years messing around playing anyone else’s songs. A L Sagllal.
The Spine is the most satisfying

] 2] ) They Might be Giants album in
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“Experimental Film,” is better than

09/03_Reverend Horton Heat @ House of Blues anything offa the past two Giants
09/10_Minus The Bear w/ Paris, Texas and Statistics @ The Mermaid Lounge | on syoantiomard offort the tand
09/10_The Alternative Media Expo w/ Sun Valley Deth Trap and has offered in ages. Gone are the

Media Darling Records @ TwiRoPa obnoxious dalliances with electronic
09/13_My Life With The Thrill Kill Kult @ House of Blues music that marred Mink Car. Gone
09/15_My Morning Jacket w/ Centro-Matic @ House of Blues am 1he bloodless. ISaldiav e

: s . of-all-ages” songs that ruined No!
09/15_Pinktricity w/ My True Love @ the Mermaid Lounge Gone is the fluff and all that remains
09/17_Mexico 1910 w/ Glorybee @ One Eyed Jack’s is the good stuff. Good stuff like
09/19_Incubus w/ The Walkmen and Ellipsis @ UNO Lakefront Arena clever lyrics about getting drunk offa
09/22_Brand Nubian w/ CunninLynguists @ The Parish Thunderbird (!) and catchy melodies

that impregnate yer brain with tunes

09/22_Dan Bern @ The Mermaid !_ounge that refuse to bo aboted . LAY
09/22_Fly Pan Am w/ Mono @ TwiRoPa some songs work better than others
09/25_1QU w/ the White Bitch @ the Mermaid Lounge (I'd rather have an album full of “Au
09/29 _The Cramps @ House of Blues Contraires than an album full of “It's
09/29_The Tragically Hip @ Howlin’ Wolf Kickiey In's), st Qe e

mighty fine. The Spine will remind you

of why you fell in love with They Might

Promoting a show and have a press release or other be Giants in the first place — consider
promotional material? Send info to: this a second honeymoon. B

Antigravity Magazine or e-mail:
PO Box 24584 . events@
New Orleans, La 70184-4584  antigravitymagazine.com

antigravity magazine_Sept. 2004_1 5




?n{l}l ]maln(l’F (L)a%"l;gulmjml!&ﬂ“g;d ? H q«l%g% wv&‘lﬁm flaua' Poc%?aufo{ﬁqdu ol

Doors 10 pm, Show at 11pm.

®
TWIROPa1544 Tchoupitoulas. www.twiropa.com/21 to drink/887.377




