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Look up “Old
School” in the
encyclopedia of
funk, and DJ Soul %
Sister will be filed .
under  “Young
Stalwarts Keep-
ing the Funk
Alive.” Between a
weekly Rare Funk
and Groove show
on WWOZ, and
a weekly party
at Mimi’s in the
Marigny, Soul Sis-
ter takes spread-
ing the word and
vibe of funk seri-
ously. Antigrav-
ity talked with
her about what
exactly “Rare
Groove” is, how she got her radio show,
and her parties.

Leo McGovern: For those that dont know,
what exactly is “rare funk and groove,”
and how is it different than the stuff most
people are familiar with?

DJ Soul Sister: “Rare Groove” and “Deep
Funk” are general terms for music that can
be broken down a number of ways. The
quick and dirty version is that it's funky mu-
sic generally from the late ‘60s through the
late ‘70s that has a harder, more groove-
oriented sound than your top-40 funk and
soul hits. And they have to be rare, so most
of the people who discover this music are
self-proclaimed “crate-diggers.”

“Rare Groove” takes things a bit further
than the old school funk by finding the
rarest, hardest funk you can find. For in-
stance, instead of “Brick House” by the
Commodores, I'll play “Keep On Dancing”
by the Commodores. It's a cover of a clas-
Sic rareé;roove tune by Alvin Cash and was
released way before they were ﬁopular and
recorded for Motown. Never heard of it?
That's the point. But now you have heard
of it and you'll love it because it sounds so
good - it is addictive. At the same time, |
am not a funk snob and | love all the old
school funk hits that | grew up admiring.
| don't hate on the “Brick House” (laughs%.
There are rare groove DJ nights happen-
ing in most major US cities and especially
overseas. There are also tons of resources
about it including magazines like Wax Po-
etics and websites like funk45.com and my
own, djsoulsister.com. Plus there are great
labels that have been created especially to

soul sister

. reissue rare groove and deep funk music

like Luv ‘N Haight, Soul Jazz, Jazzman and

. BBE records.

LM: How'd you get the gig on ‘0OZ?

DJSS:Whilelwasa college student, around
18 years old. Incidentally, | was driven to
volunteer after an on-air comment by one

. of the show programmers, one of my fa-

vorites to this day -- Kalaamu Ya Salaam.
He was playing this great James Brown.
And then he came on the mic and told
the "young folks” to leave the room be-
cause this was grown folks" music. Of
course he WasHo ing, but | was so mad |
wrote a letter! | never sent the letter, but
instead signed up to volunteer. | wanted
to get involved at ‘OZ to show that this
music -- good music -- was also my music
as a younger person.

Volunteering at the station also meant
that | could get to meet Nita Ketner, who
hosted her own late night rare soul show
on WWOZ. It wasn't since | listened to the
legendary Bimbo's Rock'n’Soul Search-
ing Shows on WTUL years ago that a DJ
presented funk music that didn't focus
on the standard Top 40 hits. In the same
way that Bimbo mixed her sets with hard
Brothers Johnson and Isley Brothers funk
with rarities by, say, Blowfly, Nita would
throw listeners for a loop by spinning rare
B-sides and James Brown side projects
like Lyn Collins and the JBs.And on Nita's
show is where | first heard the song that
would inspire my DJ name and become
m¥ theme song — “Bold Soul Sister” by lke
&Tina Turner (1970).

By the time Nita moved from New Or-
leans, | had already began subbing for a
few shows and continued doing voice-
overs at the encouragement of former
operations manager Virgina Prescott. Nita
encouraged me to continue her “Soul
Show,” stressing that | was the on%v one
who could do it. I've been an on-air fixture
at ‘OZ ever since. | expanded upon Nita's
concept by playing less popular soul hits
and focusing on rare groove -- a craze in-
spired by hip-hop DJs that was catching
steam overseas and in large US cities like
New York and San Francisco.

LM: What is the N.O. Online Community
Prom Party about?

DJSS: The coordinator with the New Or-
leans chapter of Meetin.org contacted
me about spinning for their special event,
January 7 at Howlin” Wolf. It's sort of like
a Friendster kind of scene. I'm all about a
party, so | said Kes. Plus, I never went to my
prom. | take that back. | went stag to my
senior prom, which was on a boat. | got
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seasick, so | left before the boat took off.
| spent my junior prom at home watch-
ing the film “Disco Godfather” starring
Rudy Ray Moore. | had a great time!

LM: You're the main DJ at Mimi’s on
Saturday nights. Do you have an aim
for that party? Obviously, it's a different
vibe than just “come out and get plas-
tered.”

DJSS: 'have many aims for my DJ nights,
which | prefer to call “parties” or “right
on party situations” instead of gigs. |
call them “parties” because everyone
is amongst friends and anything goes.
One of my aims is to just get mature,
fun party people out and having a good
time. The other aim is to make people
dance in the tradition of the old-school,
underground disco DJs like Larry Levan.
Or like another legendary local DJ Cap-
tain Charles.

My original aim for the night was to
host a spot for other local rare groove
DJs to do their thing. My main guest
DJ is Brice Nice, who has an amazing
collection. | also put on special theme
parties like the Revolution Prince Party
that was a huge success on Halloween
weekend, as well as the Throwback old
school hip hop party. There are many
more planned like an underground
disco night and a D.C. go-go night. I'm
also starting a First Fridays monthly in
the back room at Shiloh starting in Feb-
ruary. Right now, | want to make it a chill
vibe and call it “BreakSchool” and feature
original hip hop breaks and other chill,
funky music, since the great DJs Lady
Fingaz and Quickie Mart sFin hip hop
in the main room. This will be less of a
dance scene, and more of a relaxed and
even educational scene,

LM: Do you see yourself still doing Soul
Power in another ten years?

DJSS: Hell yeah! As long as I'm collect-
ing this music, | will want to share it with
everyone.

Soul Power airs on WWOZ
(90.7 fm) every Friday 8-10 p.m.

The N.O. Online Community
Prom Party is Febuary 7th at the
owlin’ Wolf.

DJ Soul Sister spins every Sat-
urday at Mimi’s in the Marigny.

For more on Soul Sister, go to:
www.djsoulsister.com.
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But that's Wolf Eyes for you. Like an evil spawn of Throb-

Wolf Eyes bingbGristIe, this Michigan noise trio takes perverse delight
in abusing listeners with its particularly abrasive form of

electro-industrial din. Burned Mind, Wolf Eyes’ fourth re-

Burned Mind lease and debut on Sub Pop, finds the band backing off
on their signature amp-to-eleven noise assault to reveal

a surprisinfg amount of sophistication and, dare | say, nu-

Sub Pop ance. Deafening roars of excruciating computer blasts and
throat—tearin%screams on tracks like “Stabbed in the Face”
are balanced Y long stretches of eerie, not-quite-dead si-
lence. And unlike their past releases, some of their most
disturbing moments rely not on overdriven chaos, but on
irritating repetition; sort of how like a single constantly

- through the windows; a few : . : .
birds sat chirping on the school roof top across the street. | beYeoleQ/ge aglg{Tocrlw%andci?r;g'Elf;/grg,w;mngfce(\)/vmsrf)wgﬁtelye'anrséanweblf

was sipping the day’s first cup of coffee when my still sleep- gyes has obtained a supernatural ability in finding the
\%Oﬁ%v m|2%thoqght, Hey, Véhty don't yguyllstep/\.tlo thtjatllr)ew Berfect combinations of mood shifts an obnoxiousghiss/
yvolr tyes LU youre suplpose 0' review . tes, Miles, brilliant hjeen/thud frequencies that can best cause hemorrhaging
idea. Forty-five seconds later, a blast of high-pitched squeals e human brain. But while that might make for a hair-
and ear-piercing shrieks explode at my temPIes like a jackham- 3icing live show, few people enjoy that same sort of sonic
mer until 'm curled up on the floor in the fetal position ready (ot e while sitting on their living room couch. Suffice to
to vomit up my eyeballs. It was like some invisible force was say, be it a Sunday morning or a Friday night, Burned Mind
tearing apart my skull and spitting loogies onto my still quiver- Uil never aver make its way back intd my CD player. And
ing brain. And, fuck, man, | didn‘t even have my shoes on yet. for Wolf Eyes, that's a compliment. -Mantis Britton

WOLF EYES -
Burned Mind /

I should have known better.
SRS |t was an idyllic Sunday morn-
* Sk, ing. The sun was just creeping

Jens Lekman
grrangﬁments Lelkmaln’s many faileﬂ pursuits: to iclhe girIBe
. rought to a political protest, recalling a cappella on “Do
When | Said | Wanted Y,y Remember The Riots” his realizat?on, in the midst of
To Be Your Dog breaking bedlam, that the fire was gone; to his sweetheart
“Julie,” singing over a bright, “Cecilia"-like mandolin figure
. an ode to youthful love that wasn't meant to last; even
Secretly Canadian '8) Her Majﬁsty SL”\I/<ia Sorﬁmerlath, thhe (Sngdish ”Dgncing
T ueen,” whom Lekman honors with a dubious mid-tem-
, inéecrgﬂxéayggslau‘sq%hargwa PO tribute, beginning with the quirky couplet, “Oh Silvia/
comi¥1 -out party, and all |Was dancing to Michael Jackson, oh Silvia/ When | heard
your old friends are invited. Your German accent,” and including along the way allu-

: : : sions to her being stupid, inbred, shallow and callow.
M?%f:ronusL&V e Jt%';ag?ﬂeﬁ'%ggaﬂﬁgl gg thhuesrre]éétrurr&zmnogf That's the slippery Swede in cross-section, a hopelessly ro-
; 24 hi . =t g P mantic, otherwise elusive chap whose eccentricities mask
attentive coeds; Stephin Merritt too, feigning boredom and ;oG emerging talents. While the horn-and-hand-
b!tch|;1 about the dearth of cute boys. You'd heard Mor- clap anthem “You Afe The Light (By Which | Travel Into
e, on this proper dbbut that amounts 1o nothing less 1Tis And That)” rocketed to #2 on Sweden's pop charts
than a debutant ball, Lekman channels each in annou%cin stateside it's the underground crowd who'll likely take to
e | : €5 edig 9 his odd lyrical solecisms and found-sound compositional
his sizable presence to the music world outside of Stockholm: ¢} 4/¢ his sampling of everything from steel drums on the
lge{e sche boyish R!clhman on t?ﬁ opening trachk, Tralm delfcious calypso gomp Haps %irthday, DearEriotid Lisa?
A 2k el counting his way up to the titular '3 "comphony of strings on the soaring closer “A Higher
train ("Tram #3 has misery/ Tram #4 knocks at your door). power recalling the anything-goes arrangements of The
and again relaying his unrequited love for a girl who made Avalanches’ s 9 hSi yH_ g u 9
him chili on “The Cold Swedish Winter” (I met her in a snow- Wiagatiy 2R AL
storm/ | was outdoors plowing/ She just walked up to me
and said/ ‘Hey, boy, how's it going?")." Morrissey’s masochis-
tic romantic appears momentarily on the piano piece “If You
Ever Need a Stranger (To Sing At Your Wedding),” Lekman
offering, after a wink-less whistle solo, “I'd cut off my right
arm to be someone’s lover.”
And Merritt's famously disaffected baritone is all over the
place, crooning lovelorn lyrics that lament over idiosyncratic

antigravity magazine_Jan. 2005 23

_ Thanks to his champions at Secretly Canadian - blitz-
ing the singer with their small onslaught of indie-label PR
instruments — the secret is slowly getting out: Lekman’s
a North Star on the rise, and the disarmingly charming
When | Said | Wanted To Be Your Dog is one party you
won't wanna miss. -Noah Bonaparte



T rO %r O r a hardly comprehensive look at events in January
e O I l l send events and press releases to events@antigravitymagazine.com
1_04_Can't Hang w/ Bring Back Edgar @ the Hi-Ho
1_06_Shady Deal w/ Soul Project @ TwiRoPa
1_07_Deadboy and the Elephantmen w/ Silent Cinema @ TwiRoPa
1_08_Ghost w/ CO, Defecit, and Glasgow @ the Howlin” Wolf
1_08_The American Tragedy w/ Flickerstick @ the Parish
1_13_CREPITUS Movie Premiere w/ Friends of Fire and Madrona @ TwiRoPa
1_14_Blackfire Revelation w/ Suplecs @ TwiRoPa
1_15_Hazard County Girls w/ the Detonations @ One Eyed Jack's
1_19_Soul Power @ Tipitina’s
1_20_Friends of Fire w/ Tom Violence @ Howlin’ Wolf
1_21_Chronic lliness Version 5 @ TwiRoPa
1_22_Hawgjaw w/ Rwake, Starchild, Rebreather, and Dove @ the Howlin’ Wolf
1_27_Gravy w/ Plump @ TwiRoPa
2_02_Crowbar @ the Howlin’ Wolf
2_03_Walls of Jericho w/ Full Blown Chaos, Bury Your Dead, and Premonitions of War
@ TwiRoPa

STILL CONSIDERING NEW MEMBERS

Heavy industrial goth Metal R
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