














Cake w/ Gomez
Wednesday 4/6
@ Tulane University
www.tulane.edu

| have fond memories of Cake because |
used to sing “The Distance” (He’s going
the distance/ He's going for speed!) while
running the 1-mile in track competitions.
They've had a few radio hits over the years,
with just enough of an offbeat sound to at-
tract fans, but not so much to offend com-
mercial radio; they're able to develop melo-
dies and sounds that stick in your head until
no end - along with “The Distance,” “Never
There” and “Short Skirt/Long Jacket” have
the same effect. Unfortunately their latest,
Pressure Chief, seems a little less striking,
maybe because they haven't tried to tweak
their quirky drum-machine, mantra-repeat-
ing formula for a few years. At least they're
remarkably consistent with their album art.

-Josh Spilker

For more on the Cake, go to:
www.cakemusic.com

The Mars Volta
Thursday 4/28 @
The Orpheum Theatre
www.orpheumneworleans.com
(504) 524-3285

The Mars Volta is one of the remnants of
the much-loved disbanded '90s outfit At
The Drive In (Sparta being the other). Their
latest is Frances the Mute, based on a di-
ary that one of their former (and deceased)
bandmates discovered as a repo man. The
record is a pounding cacophony that relays
the alienation and mistrust of the diary of
Frances. Though the band doesn't like the
prog-rock comparisons, there is something
undeniable in the similarity of the Mars
Volta, Coheed and Cambria, and the Fire
Theft: dark, Pink Floyd chords and sinister
Journey-esque (!!) vocals that are both un-
nerving and rocking at the same time.
-Josh Spilker

For more on The Mars Volta, go to:
www.themarsvolta.com

daKAH
Friday 4/29 @ TwiRoPa
www.twiropa.com
(504) 587-3777

Lets just get this out of the way at the start:
daKAH is a 64 piece hip-hop orchestra. Seri-
ously. Horn section, string section, bassists,
nine emcees, several DJs, and more live in-
strumentation than you can shake a Pola-
roid picture at. In a post-Dizzee Rascal hip-
hop world, where everyone from Jay-Z to
the Ying Yang Twins are making as sparse
of beats as possible, it's no wonder that
daKAH aren’t exactly the biggest hip-hop
group on Earth. But that might change fol-
lowing the group’s appearance at TwiRoPa
during JazzFest.

It would be easy to write daKAH off as
a hip-hop Polyphonic Spree, or to accuse
them of having too many cooks blah blah
blah, but there’s one problem. daKAH
is outstanding. The 64 musicians form a
dense wall of sound, a hip-hop My Bloody
Valentine if you will, that is part Roots, part
P-Funk, and, yes, part Mozart. The resulting
melting pot is as fascinating as it is taste-
fully arranged. It would be so easy for their
sound to become muddied into one throb-
bing groove, but individual instruments are
easy to pick out of the fray.

daKAH’s songs jump across as many
styles as time will permit within the frame
of a traditional hip-hop song. It's not par-
ticularly grating when the jazz/funk groove
of “Triple Threat” gives way to a beatbox
breakdown, only to have all 64 musicians
swell up behind it. The result really should
sound overproduced, but it doesn't. It's
jaw-dropping.

And that’s sort of what hip-hop is all
about. It was started to break as far away
from the conventions of modern pop as
possible. With hip-hop reigning as the new
pop, it's no wonder splinter groups like da-
KAH exist.

-Marty Garner

For more on daKAH, go to:
www.hiphoporchestra.com

Noize Fest
Saturday 4/30 & Sunday 5/1
@ Planet Of The Dreamers
(600 Desire St.)

New Orleans will be brimming with tourists
and music junkies alike at the end of April.
Jazz Fest will draw tens of thousands of folks
from around the world to our fair city, com-
ing to bask in the sun, stuff themselves with
drink and delicacies, and revel in a vast as-
sortment of music. A few miles from this 36-
year-old party, another festival will be occur-
ring along the banks of the Mississippi river.

Mr. Deacon Johnson (a.ka. Keith Moore)
has organized a unique and ambitious event
called Noize Fest. The lineup is impressive,
and draws heavily from a local pool of musi-
cians who have dedicated years - if not de-
cades - to the art of experimental music.
The term “experimental” is, without a doubt,
used here fast and loose; it is not a com-
pletely accurate depiction of all scheduled
performers, but rather a suggestion of what
you should expect to witness.

Scheduled performers include: Mr. Quin-
tron, Deacon Johnson w/ Jambox Pyramid,
Manchild with Sir Steven, DJ Ladyfingaz, Ray
Bong and the Bongoloids, Denise Bonis, Kid
Calculator, One Man Machine, Dead Boy and
the Elephant Men, Micronaut, Miss Mass De-
struction, Rob Cambre, Chuck Reily of Fire,
DJ Proppa Bear, Siamese Cocks, The Hussy,
Brice Nice, DJ Steve O, Ridiculous, Beatgrrl,
Michael Aaron, MC Shell Shocker and more
to be announced.

Quintron on his participation in Noize
Fest: “For Noize Fest | will not be doing my
regular dance party set. | am gonna make
lots of noise — | might do live noise from the
DJ booth or | might bring my whole setup
with the car organ and everything and do a
“QUINTRON NOISE SET”, but I'm afraid that
you and everyone else must wait and see
exactly what it is | will do.”

Admission will be $10, and a percentage of
the proceeds will go to benefit New Orleans
Charity Hospital.

-Pearce Pearceburg

For more on Noize Fest, go to:
page 14!
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