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SPACE INVADERS
NONA FERNÁNDEZ 
(GRAYWOLF PRESS)

Chilean author Nona Fernández plumbs 
the surreal world of childhood dreams and 
memory to craft a narrative of political 
violence and loss. Translated from Spanish 
into English by Natasha Wimmer (known 
for her translations of Roberto Bolaño’s 
2666 and The Savage Detectives), Space 
Invaders is set in Santiago during Augusto 
Pinochet’s dictatorship of the 1980s. 
With short chapters, eloquent prose, and 
interlacing narratives, the novel recounts 
a group of friends exchanging impressions 
of youth. The abstract warfare of the video 
game from which the novel takes its title 
gives way to real life brutality, death, and 
disappearance. “What does it mean to 
get into politics,” a young student asks 
a teacher. “How old do you have to be.” 
Innocence precedes adolescence, and by 
early adulthood there is a growing need 
to make sense of all that had transpired. 
Fernández’s characters seek to collectively 
parse what’s real, to differentiate between 
recollection and experience in an attempt 
to piece together a reliable reminiscence of 
their shared past lived against the backdrop 
of a military junta. —Andru Okun 

THREE-FIFTHS
JOHN VERCHER
(AGORA BOOKS)

This debut indie crime thriller has all the 
hallmarks of the genre: an unadorned style, 
a downwardly mobile milieu, and a clear-
eyed view of social class. Bobby Saraceno 
is mixed-race but has been passing for 
white. When his best friend Aaron gets 
out of prison having become a neo-Nazi, 
Bobby is forced to confront those aspects 
of himself he’s been hiding from. Some of 
the most brutal parts of the book detail the 
experiences that cause Aaron to gravitate to 
fascism. While the novel doesn’t sympathize 
with his choice to turn to an abhorrent 
political ideology, its portrayal of Aaron’s 
transformation is nevertheless rooted in 
the home truth that bullies often begin as 

victims. But the real heart of the book lies in 
Bobby’s relationship with his mother, Isabel, 
and the chance encounter that causes her 
to reunite with Bobby’s African-American 
father. Despite some uneven moments—
including, unfortunately, the first chapter—
tenderness as much as violence propels the 
story, making the characters relatable and 
worthy of our understanding. —Tom Andes

TRICK MIRROR: REFLECTIONS
ON SELF-DELUSION
JIA TOLENTINO
(RANDOM HOUSE)

Jia Tolentino—a former deputy editor of 
Jezebel and a current staff writer for The 
New Yorker—has a special talent for honing 
in on fundamental flaws and discrepancies 
in contemporary culture. Whether writing 
about patriarchy, the internet, or millennial 
scams, her essays offer a preternatural 
degree of insight (they’re also often very 
funny). In her debut book, Tolentino 
pinpoints the delusions in magical thinking, 
offering critical analysis underpinned by 
introspection. The daughter of Filipino 
immigrants, she mulls over growing up in 
the endless sprawl of Houston, her teenage 
years made up of mega-churches, super 
highways, and illicit drugs. Writing on 
technology, she argues that the digitally 
mediated world has eased our ability to 
communicate about morality while making 
actual morality far more difficult. Her deep 
dive into the long history of sexual assault at 
the University of Virgina, her alma-matter, 
is one of the book’s highlights. Another essay 
on feminism, optimization, and athleisure 
as “late-capitalist fetishwear” is another 
standout piece. “These days, it is perhaps 
even more psychologically seamless than 
ever for an ordinary woman to spend her 
life walking toward the idealized mirage 
of her own self-image,” she writes. With 
Trick Mirror, the 31-year old Tolentino 
has solidified her position as one of the 
country’s premier essayists. —Andru Okun

REVIEWS
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THE MOON  §  EIGHT OF PENTACLES  §  THE CHARIOT
The Moon sympathizes with our 
discomfort when we attempt to solve the 
riddle that will satiate the contradictory 
demands of our wild wants and 
domestic desires. There is no permanent 
resolution to the way these aspects of 
self pull away from and also toward 
one another. The Moon challenges our 
basic need for control and encourages 
us to develop a personal narrative large 

enough to carry an understanding for the 
basic paradox of living. Self-reflection 
will be especially revealing at this time.

Fortunately, the Eight of Pentacles 
offers us a general sense of satisfaction 
for the emotional processing we 
undertake at this time. What we 
recognize about ourselves will take 
immediate form in material reality, and 

the changes will please us. Our work 
is cut out for us—this is true—but we 
are poised to gain both greater inner 
freedom and higher external status. 
There is both a peace to be had and a 
new sense of direction to uncover.

Our Chariot arrives and its purpose 
is to move, move, move us now. Clean 
breaks, radical acceptance, and relief 

—Michelle Embree; illustration by Karla Rosas

from regrets are not only possible, but 
outside of our control in some ways. If 
we stay focused and allow the Moon to 
show us where we are stuck or where 
our vision is obstructed, we are capable 
of immense personal shift in a short 
period of time. The results will be a 
renewed interest in the sheer thrill of 
living. May your insights be galvanizing 
and your eyes seeking ever forward.
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DAMAS “FANFAN” LOUIS
DECEMBER 11, 1967 — DECEMBER 10, 2019
Master drummer, teacher, Vodou priest, and father.
(photo by Nathan Tucker)



RECORDS / CDs / TAPES
EUCLID RECORDS
euclidnola.com
Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
3301 Chartres St.  70117
Every Day 11am - 7pm
504-947-4348

MUSHROOM RECORDS
facebook.com/mushroomnola
Tobacco & accessories, posters, stickers & more
1037 Broadway St.  70118
Every Day 10am - 12pm
504-866-6065

APPAREL & GIFTS
DNO
dno.la
Dedicated to New Orleans
DNO RECORDS 
dnorecords.com
Free space / High vibrations
Lower Garden District
1101 First St. 70130
every day 11am - 6 pm
(504) 941-7010
Central Business District
600 Carondelet St. Suite 140 70130
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm
504-324-7463

NO RULES FASHION
norulesfashion.com
Unique fashions, lifestyle, and costumes
French Quarter
927 Royal Street  70116
504-875-4437
Every Day 10am - 8pm
Lower Garden District
1208 St. Charles Ave.  70130
504-354-2518
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm

TATTOOS
GOOD WORK TATTOOS
goodworktattoos.com
David Noellert, Brent Mccarron, Chris Blanchard
3916 Saint Claude Ave.  70117
Every Day 12 - 8pm

TATTOOAGOGO
tattooagogo.com
Donn Davis, Scott Allen, Matt Welch
4421 Magazine St. 70115
Every Day 12 - 8pm
504-899-8229

BOOKS & COMICS
CRESCENT CITY COMICS
crescentcitycomics.com
Comics, graphic novels, models, gaming & more
FLAGSHIP STORE
3135 Calhoun St.  70125
Mon-Sat 11am - 7pm
Sunday 12 - 6pm
504-309-2223
ORIGINAL LOCATION
4916 Freret St.  70115
Wed-Fri 1 - 7pm
Sat 11am - 7pm
Sun 12 - 6pm

504-891-3796

MUSIC EQUIPMENT
WEBB’S BYWATER MUSIC
New & used, sales & service
3217 Burgundy St. 70117
Every Day 12 - 6pm
504-304-5965

BARBERS & SALONS
FACTOTUM
factotumbarber.com
Full service barber including straight razor shaves
902 Piety St.  70117
Tues-Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat 9am - 5pm
504-208-9801

FOOD & DRINK
GREEN GODDESS
greengoddessrestaurant.com
Uninhibited cuisine & spirits, no reservations
307 Exchange Pl.  70130
Wed-Sun 11am - 9pm
504-301-3347

JUAN’S FLYING BURRITO
juansflyingburrito.com
Creole taqueria
Sun-Thu 11am - 10pm
Fri & Sat 11am - 11pm
CBD
515 Baronne St.  70113
504-529-5825
LGD
2018 Magazine St.  70130
504-569-0000
Mid-City
4724 S. Carrollton Ave.  70119
504-486-9950
Uptown
5538 Magazine St.  70115
504-897-4800

MID CITY PIZZA
midcitypizza.com
Fresh ingredients, homemade sauces & dough
Every Day 11am - 12pm
Mid-City
4400 Banks St.  70119
504-483-8609
Uptown
6307 S. Miro St.  70125
504-509-6224

ROSEDALE
rosedalerestaurant.com
Brunch, happy hour, patio
801 Rosedale Dr.  70124
Wed-Fri 11am - till
Sat-Sun 10am - till
504-309-9595

STEIN’S MARKET & DELI
steinsdeli.net
Full service deli & extensive beer selection
2207 Magazine St. 70130
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm
Sat-Sun 9am - 5pm
504-527-0771

SUIS GENERIS
suisgeneris.com
Food evolution; new menu weekly
3219 Burgundy St. 70117
Wed 6 - 11pm
Thurs-Sun 6pm - 1am
Sat & Sun Brunch 10am - 3pm
504-309-7850

HEALTH / WELLNESS
DYNAMO
dynamotoys.com
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
2001 St Claude Ave.  70116
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 12 - 6pm
Friday, Sat 12 - 7pm
504-534-8697

MAYPOP COMMUNITY HERB SHOP
Maypopherbshop.com
High-quality medicinal herbs, culinary spices, and teas
2701 St. Claude Ave.  70117
Mon, Wed-Sun 11am - 6pm
504-304-5067

ROSALIE BOTANICALS
rosaliebotanicals.com
Herbal remedies, local products, classes & more
3201 Toulouse St. 70119
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm
Sun 12 - 6pm
504-488-4425

ART SERVICES
POET’S CUSTOM FRAMING
facebook.com/poetsgallery
We’ll make your art rock
826 Cadiz St.  70115
Mon-Fri 10:30am - 5pm
Sat 10:30am - 4pm
504-899-4100

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
VENUES & BARS

3 KEYS at ACE HOTEL
threekeysnola.com
Nightly magic, dancing, late night snacks & drinks
600 Carondelet St. 70130

BANKS STREET BAR
banksstreetbarnola.com
Shows every night
4401 Banks St.  70119
booking@banksstreetbarnola.com

BEAUBOURG THEATRE
beaub.org
Public arts space
614 Gravier St.  70130

CARNAVAL LOUNGE
carnavallounge.com
Music, food & drinks of N.O. and points south
2227 St. Claude Ave.  70117
Every Day: bar 4pm, kitchen 5pm

CIRCLE BAR
circlebarneworleans.com
Happy hour specials, early & late shows, all genres
1032 St. Charles Ave.  LA 70130
Every Day 4pm - ‘til
504-588-2616

GASA GASA
gasagasa.com
Happy hour specials all day, every day
4920 Freret St. 70115
Tues-Sun 12pm - late
504-338-3567

HI-HO LOUNGE
hiholounge.net
Happy hour & live entertainment nightly
2239 St. Claude Ave.  70117

HOUSE OF BLUES
houseofblues.com/neworleans
Rock & blues-themed live music and food
225 Decatur St.  70130
Mon-Thu 11:30am - 10pm
Fri-Sat 11:30am - 11pm
Sunday 4pm - 10pm
504-310-4999

JOY THEATER
thejoytheater.com
Historic, newly renovated multimedia venue
1200 Canal St.  70112
504-528-9569

ONE EYED JACKS
oneeyedjacks.net
Premiere French Quarter venue for alternative acts
615 Toulouse St.  70130
504-569-8361

REPUBLIC NOLA
republicnola.com
Music, cocktails & entertainment of all kinds
828 South Peters St.  70130
504-528-8282

SANTOS BAR
santosbar.com
French Quarter live rock’n’ roll venue
1135 Decatur St.  70116
Mon-Fri 4pm - 5am
Sat-Sun 12pm - 5am
504-605-3533

THE SAINT
thesaintneworleans.com
Do Your Thing
961 St. Mary St.  70130
Every Day 7pm - Late

SIDNEY’S SALOON
sidneyssaloon.com
Psychedelic honky tonk
1200 St. Bernard Ave.  70116
Every Day 4pm - 3am

A D V E R T I S E R   D I R E C T O RY

To inquire about advertising in 
ANTIGRAVITY, get in touch at
advertising@antigravitymagazine.com

LEGAL SERVICES
ADAM WHITLEY-SEBTI
whitleysebtilawgroup.com
Fight powerful interests, get what you are owed
1040 St. Ferdinand St.  70117
504-291-6990

COOKING SUPPLY
SEASONED
seasonednola.com
Kitchen thrift store, buy, sell, trade
3824 Dryades St.  70115
Wed-Sun 11am - 6pm
860-604-4650

COFFEE, TEA, KAVA
EUPHORBIA KAVA BAR
euphorbiakavabar.com
Vanuatu kava and other herbal intoxicants
8726 Oak St.  70118
Every Day 12pm - 11pm
504-655-5406

HI-VOLT COFFEE
hivoltcoffee.com
Breakfast, smoothies, bakery, catering
1829 Sophie Wright Pl.  70130
Every Day 7am - 6pm
504-324-8818

SACRED GRINDS
herbimport.com/sacredgrinds
The only café in the Mid-City Necropolis
5055 Canal St.  70119 (at the Herb Import Co.)
Mon - Sat 7am - 7pm
Sun 7am - 6pm

WHATEVER COFFEE
facebook.com/itswhatevercoffee
Weekend coffee pop-up at Stein’s Deli
2207 Magazine St.  70130
Wed - Thu 7am - 1pm
Fri 7am - 2pm
Sat & Sun 9am - 2pm

Z’OTZ CAFE
facebook.com/zotzcafe
Artists, musicians, aliens, bugs & bunnies
8210 Oak St.  70118
Every Day 7am - 1am
504-861-2224

MERCH
INFERNO SCREEN PRINTING
Infernoscreenprinting.com
Full service screen printing & merchandise
924 Kenner Ave Suite 9  70062
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
504-305-4025

TOBACCO & VAPE SHOPS
CALHOUN VAPOR
calhounvapor.com
Fine electronic cigarettes & vaporizers
3137 Calhoun St.  70125
Mon-Sat 11am - 7pm
504-309-4717

THE HERB IMPORT COMPANY
herbimport.com
Herbal remedies, detox, pipes, vaporizers & more
Mon-Sat 9am - 8pm
Sun 10am - 7pm
Mid-City
5055 Canal St.  70119
504-488-4889
Riverbend
712 Adams St.  70118
504-861-4644
French Quarter
711 St. Peter St.  70116
504-525-4372




