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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
compiled by ANTIGRAVITY staff

illustrations by Maegen Guidroz
@maegen_arts

Runner on Bayou St John, 
early morning August 3rd
You: sunglasses, crop top.
Me: cool tats, short shorts. 
We were walking in opposite 
directions and exchanged smiles 
when we passed each other. Is it 
just my imagination, or did you 
look back? Let’s walk together 
next time.

Toddler meltdown at City Park
You were by yourself with a 
little one who was just not 
having it and you looked like 
you were on the verge of tears. 
As a fellow parent, let me tell 
you that it will get better. You 
are doing a great job.

NOLA City Bark
Our dogs like to play with each 
other (my pittie, your lab?), but 
we only ever make small talk. 
Not sure of your situation, but 
I think you’re kind of hot and 
would love to get to know you a 
little better, if you’re into it.

Fellow eavesdropper at 
Cafe Flora
We were both sitting near an 
incredibly awkward first (?) 
date. Both our heads turned as 

T he road to connection has become increasingly fractured, with our 
phones working to isolate us from the real, live people surrounding 

us every day, and COVID enacting a legitimate fear of getting too 
physically close to other people. But something’s gotta give. Aren’t you 
tired of swiping in the hopes of running into a specific someone you 
have an existing, lingering curiosity about? Here’s your chance to be 
brave—to take the active route instead of the passive one. Our goal here 
is to encourage us all to look up, look around, and reach out—whether 
that be to romantic possibilities, friendship possibilities, someone we 
wish to pay a compliment to, or someone we were inadvertently short 
with. Let’s connect again.

soon as the dude started talking 
about crypto, and we made eye 
contact and laughed (he was too 
into himself to notice). Thanks 
for sharing that with me!

Vinyl nerds
We started chatting about music 
over the bins at Euclid, and you 
recommended that I listen to 
The Clean. Happy to report 
back that I have been listening 
to them non-stop since. I wish 
I had gotten your contact info 
so we could swap more music or 
hang at a show.

Walking on the levee
I saw you the other night, 
walking on the levee with your 
dog and new partner. I am pretty 
sure you saw me, too, but it still 
seems like neither one of us is in 
a place to engage. Maybe we’ll 
never be, but I just want you to 
know that it is really great to see 
you happy.

Anti-gentri�cation cyclist 
You were standing on your bike 
seat to take down a really high 
“We Buy Houses” sign along St. 
Charles. I almost pulled over my 
car to say something and then I 
chickened out.

Submit your own close encounter to 
closeencounters@antigravitymagazine.com.
All email addresses will remain 
confidential. Don’t be a creep.
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The Bayous Have No Basement

I.
“The bodies would rise up every time it rained
if we buried ‘em. That’s why we don’t have basements.”
That’s what I’m told to ease my mind among the columbariums
and strangers I’m assured are family.
Our cemeteries loom so much higher than the ones on TV
and I wonder how the zombies are supposed to rise
when they are already at eye level.
If cowards die a thousand deaths, then what do we do with our body count
stacked by bitten tongues and cocktails of whiskey and swallowed words?
Except, maybe, learn to love them by dressing them up pretty
or at least silly enough to make us smile when we have to look at them.

II.
The Doe, still but not resting, eternal sentry
glassy eyes seeing all, while holding back tears like a dam.
My grandfather once said, “You can count the points on an antler,
to determine its value.” So I suppose I’ll never know why
he went through all that trouble mounting Her.
The Bass dances on the wall, singing the only Bob Marley line he remembers
these songs of freedom scooped out with the rest of his guts
as he reminds us “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.”

III.
If these are the corpses dressed up for our pleasure
the trophies worth mounting, where must the other ones be?
Not forgotten, but hidden out of the abusers’ shame
and for the survival of the abused.
They must live in the walls, like cockroaches, these bodies
I hear for every one you see, there are one thousand nearby.
At nights, underneath the fishing cabin we would hunt for Touloulous
digging in the muck, I’d giggle armed with nothing but a flashlight
certain I’d find nothing but fiddler crabs beneath my feet.

—A. Laith Portier

CORRECTION

In last month’s photo issue (August 2024 #238) we mislabled the group pictured here, 
posing after the Rally For Palestine in Lafayette Square on June 29, as the Palestinian 
Youth Movement; when in fact they are members of the Freedom Road Socialist 
Organization. ANTIGRAVITY regrets the error.
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HEY TOURISTS! LOCALS TOO!
These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible, and New Orleans more interesting.

To show them love is to show us love. Please support them as they support us.

FOOD, DRINK & GROCERY

Bub’s Nola
Smash burger purveyors
4413 Banks St. 70119
bubsnola.com

Juan’s Flying Burrito
Creole Taqueria since 1997
2018 Magazine St. 70130
4724 S. Carrollton Ave. 70119
515 Baronne St. 70113
8140 Oak St. 70118
juansflyingburrito.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast from the Turkey & Wolf people
2368 Magazine St.  70130
mollysriseandshine.com

New Orleans Trap Kitchen
Commissary kitchen in Bywater
instagram.com/notrapkitchen

Pizza Delicious
Dine-in, delivery and pick up
617 Piety St.  70117
pizzadelicious.com

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
2207 Magazine St.  70130
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis
Food evolution, new menu weekly
3219 Burgundy St.  70117
suisgeneris.com

The Joint
Barbecue, sides and fixins, full-service bar
707 Mazant St.  70117
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
739 Jackson Ave.  70130
turkeyandthewolf.com

THEATERS, BARS & 
ENTERTAINMENT

Civic Theatre
Historic theatre with a pioneering design
510 O’Keefe Ave. 70113
civicnola.com

Ecology Beer Creative
Lush patio, all beers made on site
1401 Baronne St.  70113
ecologybeer.com

Molly’s at the Market
Celebrating 50 years!
1107 Decatur St. 70116
mollysatthemarket.net

The Rabbit Hole
Good vibes and the best cocktails
1228 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.  70113
rabbitholenola.com

Santos
French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
1135 Decatur St.  70116
santosbar.com

Saturn Bar
A New Orleans institution for 61+ years
3067 St. Claude Ave.  70117
thesaturnbar.com

Siberia
The legendary bar returns!
2227 St. Claude Ave.  70117
siberianola.com

Velveteen Lounge
Worker coop serving food and drink
2565 Bayou Rd.  70119
velveteen.coop

COFFEE, TEA & JUICE

Coffee Science
We do it with science!
410 S. Broad Ave.  70119
coffeesciencenola.com

Euphorbia Kava Bar
Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants 
8726 Oak St.  70118
euphorbiakavabar.com

Mojo Coffee Roasters
Ethically sourced, small-batch coffees
3983 Tchoupitoulas St.  70115
mojocoffeeroasters.com

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
8210 Oak St.  70118
zotzcafe.com

MIND & BODY

Constellation Botanicals
Veteran owned and operated
3137 Calhoun St.  70125
constellationbotanicals.com

Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
2001 St. Claude Ave.  70116
dynamotoys.com

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves
902 Piety St.  70117
factotumbarber.com

The Holistic Environment
A physical, mental, spiritual oasis
2372 St. Claude Ave. Ste 220  70117
holisticenvironment.com

Lucky Dagger Tattoo
Modern electric tattooing in a variety of styles
1124 St. Charles Ave. 70130
luckydaggertattoo.com

New Orleans Shaolin
Non-macho martial arts training
3921 St. Claude Ave.  70117
nolashaolin.com

Jasper J. Privat, PsyD
Affirming psychological services
7611 Maple St. 70119
docjasper.com

Rosalie Botanicals
Medicinal herbs, extracts & local products
3201 Toulouse St.  70119
rosaliebotanicals.com

Vitality Community Fitness
Good workouts, nice people
1721 Shrewsbury Rd. (Metairie) 70001
vitalitycommunityfitness.com

DECOR, GIFTS, APPAREL

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of the Quarter
927 Royal St.  70116
norulesfashion.com

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records
Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
3301 Chartres St.  70117
euclidnola.com

ART & DESIGN SERVICES

Art Conscious
Art consulting, fine art printing and framing
6601 St. Claude Ave.  Arabi  70032
artconscious.net

Bywater Fine Art Printing
Custom photo printing services
bywaterfineartprinting.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service
3217 Burgundy St.  70117

LEGAL

Bizer & DeReus
Civil rights, personal injury, and disability rights
bizerlaw.com

COMMUNITY

New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Foundation
Preserves & perpetuates the culture and 
heritage of communities in Louisiana
jazzandheritage.org

NOLADIY.ORG
Your local, crowd-sourced show listing
noladiy.org

New Orleans Public Library
Transforming lives, enriching 
neighborhoods, and preserving history
nolalibrary.org

WTUL New Orleans
50+ years of progressive stereo
91.5 FM
wtulneworleans.com

YARD & GARDEN

Garden Gnome Plantscapes
Fine gardening and landscape work
gardengnomeplantscapes.com

Harold’s Plants & Aquatics
Plant lovers for plant lovers
1135 Press St.  70117
instagram.com/haroldsplants

Schmelly’s Dirt Farm
Transforming organic materials into living soil
8301 Olive St.  70118
schmellys.com

REAL ESTATE

Marais Collective
Adele Hunt / Margie Hardesty
Residential & commercial realtors working 
with buyers, sellers, and leasing
instagram.com/maraiscollective

Sophie Joseph
Helps you move in the right direction
sophiejoseph.latter-blum.com

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

New Orleans Museum of Art
The city’s oldest fine arts institution
One Collins C. Diboll Circle 70124
noma.org

New Orleans Pharmacy Museum
Preserving and interpreting the history of 
pharmacy and medicine
514 Chartres St.  70130
pharmacymuseum.org

MERCH

The Inkwell Press
New Orleans’ premier screenprinting & 
embroidery provider
theinkwellpress.com

BOOKS / COMICS / MEDIA

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, models, 
gaming & more
3135 Calhoun St.  70125
crescentcitycomics.com

New Orleans Record Press
Providing audiophile record pressings
neworleansrecordpress.com

To inquire about advertising in 
ANTIGRAVITY get in touch at

advertising@antigravitymagazine.com

BICYCLES

Dashing Bicycles
Bicycle sales & service in the LGD
1927 Sophie B. Wright Place  70130
Dashingnola.com
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The Queen of Swords is known 
for both her compassion 

and discernment. She uses 
the latter to establish strong 
boundaries and the former to 
do so in a manner that allows 
those she refuses to save face—a 
skill we might need to acquire. 
The Queen of Swords is a writer 
of fine prose and inquisitive 
philosophies who appears 
inverted in this reading to 
indicate that it is time to refine 
our vision, or define ourselves. 
The focus right now is on the 
personal and the intimate. If 
you feel like you do, in fact, have 
friendships with people who 
support you, consider ways to 
respect those unions. Shared 
growth and experience is one 
part of deepening human bonds, 
and the Queen of Swords will 
help us with the other crucial 
aspect: allowing for change. 
Tarot’s narrative is centered 
around change because change 
is, spiritually and scientifically 
speaking, the only constant. 
Boundaries are no exception. In 
our close relationships, we shift 
boundaries as the relationship 

grows. The Queen of Swords 
is here to guide us through the 
process of rearranging our limits 
and expectations.

Temperance is strongly 
attracted to those who lean 
into transformation. In order 
to expand our talents or the 
depth of our emotional life, 
we must have a kind, soft grit 

survive the uncomfortable gap 
between where you felt safe and 
where you will feel accomplished, 
you only need to know yourself 
up to that point, not beyond. 
No one is asking you to already 
be who you will become. 
Temperance also imparts to us 
her best tip on how to prepare 
for the inevitable moments of 
vulnerability that every life will 

The Suit of Pentacles acts as a 
guide to addressing the material 
needs of our bodies, minds, and 
spirits. The Ten of Pentacles is 
the card of wealth, especially 
generationally within a family, 
community, or an organization. 
This kind of transfer is underway 
for some of us, but all of us will 
benefit from the positive omen 
this card unlocks for us. The Ten 
of Pentacles is known for playing 
it safe, for relying primarily on 
investing in sure things to create 
a solid foundation. What do you 
want to commit (or recommit) 
to, and are you capable of it? If 
not, can you become so or are you 
trying to live up to something 
that is not right for you? This 
is not about the value of gold, 
it is about knowing our worth, 
our limits, and how long both 
our stamina and attention span 
can stay focused at any one 
time. This is not a call to get 
better at masking or otherwise 
pretending, but to do exactly the 
opposite and locate your own 
locus of stability so you can make 
solid choices. May we know thy 
self without pain.

to step into what makes us 
feel vulnerable and walk our 
way through to the other side 
of that feeling. If we identify 
too strongly with a sense of 
resentment or misplaced 
rebellion we will crack easily 
when we are confronted with 
challenges, even those that 
present a positive opportunity. 
Temperance has a specific 
message for us and it is this: To 

present. Her best advice is to 
pay close attention to how you 
can show individuals respect. It 
is in these considerations that 
you will come to know your 
own heart. Willingness is the 
basis of respect and there is 
nothing more exciting, useful, 
or sexy than respect. It is the 
small considerations that show 
our greatest respect to others. 
Respect is magic.

reading by Michelle Embree | michelleembree.com
illustration by Gurleen Rai | zimteemo.com

There is nothing more 
exciting, useful, or sexy 
than respect.






