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Aren’tyou tired of swiping in the hopes of running into a specific
someone you have an existing, lingering curiosity about? Here’s
your chance to be brave—to take the active route instead of the passive

one. Let’s connect again.

Ayu Bakehouse. Early one
Monday morning.

You tried to hijack the person
taking my order but maybe you
were sleepy. I just wanted to say
Iloved your all black athletic
outfit with leopard socks and
now I've been on the hunt for
the perfect leopard sock. If we
ever bump into each other near
the Kaya Buns again and are
wearing the same thing I’ll buy
you a coffee.

Pilates at The Bulldog

We were at The Bulldog

for a mutual friend’s party,

and I overheard you talking
enthusiastically about Pilates.
A guy jazzed about Pilates at
apub? Truly, aunicorn. The
other guys you were with did
not seem as enthused. I didn’t
want to intrude on a stranger’s
conversation, but I, too, agree
that more guys should try
Pilates, and that lifting your
shoulders off the floor while also
lifting your legs and engaging
your core hurts so good. We
could’ve been Pilates buddies.
Hope you keep doing Hundreds,
my dude.

Pregnant and Singing

Lil Wayne

We stood next to each other as
we sang back Lil Wayne’s lyrics
to him, word for word. You
were wearing glittery silver
shades, and I was wearing a
neck fan, a green crop top, and
am very noticeably pregnant.
We grabbed arms a few times
as we sang together, and I just
really think we could be good
friends. I hope to run into you
again one day.
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After Jazz Fest

While stuck in traffic leaving
after the last day of Jazz Fest I
leaned my head out the window
and saw you walking in a green
tube top looking fine. We locked
eyes and both smiled in a way I
rarely experience but then my
friend started pulling away. I
shouted my Instagram handle
but I'm not sure you heard it.
Feel free to ask ANTIGRAVITY
for my email. They have it.
Hoping you weren’t a tourist!

Best Latex Wishes

it’s confusing to know how to
tell someone while at work
that you find them curious &
smoldering...

i always end up awkward.
thanks for visiting me again
ihope your latex doesn’t dry
rot. X

Honey the Pomeranian

To Honey the Pomeranian dog,
I got to hold you at the Orange
Couch back in April. You're the
cutest dog that has ever existed.
That’s all.

Engaged at the Sculpture
Garden

You stopped me and my friend
to take your picture right after
you got engaged (congrats
again!). I took y’all’s picture on
my camera as well, to remember
the moment for myself, but for
some reason I didn’t get your
info to send you the picture. If
you want it, email AG! I want
y’all to have it.

Submit your own close encounter to
closeencounters@
antigravitymagazine.com

or through our new ANONYMOUS
Google form (via QR code below). All
email addresses will remain confidential.
Don’t be a creep.

illustrations by Maegen Guidroz
@maegen_arts
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HEY TOURISTS! LOCALS T00!

These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible, and New Orleans more interesting.

T

To show them love is to show us love. Please support them as they support us.

i

FOOD / DRINK / GROCERY COFFEE / TEA / JUICE MIND / BODY VENUES / BARS
ENTERTAINMENT

Bub’s Nola
Smash burger purveyors
bubsnola.com

Juan’s Flying Burrito
Creole taqueria since 1997
juansflyingburrito.com

Levee Baking Co.
Local, seasonal, small batch bakery
leveebakingco.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast from the Turkey & Wolf people
mollysriseandshine.com

Sneaky Pickle & Bar Brine
Best & brightest flavors of South Louisiana
yousneakypickle.com

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis
Food evolution, new menu weekly
suisgeneris.com

The Joint
Barbecue, sides and fixins, full-service bar
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
turkeyandthewolf.com

MUSEUMS / LIBRARIES

New Orleans African
American Museum

Preserving the history & culture of
African Americans in New Orleans &
the African Diaspora

noaam.org

New Orleans Museum of Art
The city’s oldest fine arts institution
noma.org

New Orleans Public Library
Transforming Lives, Preserving History
nolalibrary.org

BOOKS / COMICS / MEDIA

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, gaming & more
crescentcitycomics.com

New Orleans Record Press
Providing audiophile record pressings
neworleansrecordpress.com

WTUL New Orleans
50+ years of progressive stereo
91.5 FM | wtulneworleans.com

Coffee Science
We do it with science!
facebook.com/coffeesciencenola

Euphorbia Kava Bar
Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants
euphorbiakavabar.com

Mojo Coffee Roasters
Ethically sourced, small-batch coffees
mojocoffeeroasters.com

Rook Cafe
Old-school coffee shop with open mic nights
facebook.com/TheRookCafe

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
zotzcafe.com

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records
Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
euclidrecordsneworleans.com

Louisiana Music Factory
Award-winning indie record shop since 1992
louisianamusicfactory.com

Old Arabi Lighthouse
Funky books & records in a fancy purple shell
instagram.com/oldarabilighthouse

BICYCLES

Dashing Bicycles
Sales, service & accessories in the LGD
dashingnola.com

PHOTO / ART / DESIGN

Adrienne Battistella Photography
Bespoke business & personal portraiture
adriennebattistella.com

Art Conscious
Art consulting, fine art printing and framing
artconscious.net

Bywater Fine Art Printing
Custom printing services for
photographers and visual artists
bywaterfineartprinting.com

NOLA Film Plug

New Orleans’ source for high quality
analog film & equipment
nolafilmplug.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT / REPAIR

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service

Ace Tattoo
Walk-ins welcome
instagram.com/acetattooneworleans

Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
dynamotoys.com

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves
factotumbarber.com

Lucky Dagger Tattoo
Modern tattooing in a variety of styles
luckydaggertattoo.com

Miss Anne’s Maypop Herb Shop
Community-oriented medicinal herb shop
missannesmaypopherbshop.com

New Orleans Shaolin
Non-macho martial arts training
nolashaolin.com

Rolfing with Lorraine Fauve
Better posture, more mobility, relieved pain
lorrainefauve.com

Vitality Community Fitness
Good workouts, nice people.
vitalitycommunityfitness.com

YARD / GARDEN / FLORAL

Garden Gnome Plantscapes
Fine gardening and landscape work
gardengnomeplantscapes.com

Schmelly’s Dirt Farm
Transform organic materials into living soil
schmellys.com

The Inkwell Press
New Orleans’ premier screenprinting
theinkwellpress.com

Bizer & DeReus
Civil rights, personal injury, and disability rights
bizerlaw.com

REAL ESTATE

Marais Collective

Adele Hunt / Margie Hardesty
Residential & commercial realtors
working with buyers, sellers, and leasing
instagram.com/maraiscollective

Sophie Joseph
Helps you move in the right direction
sophie@teamrightside.com
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Anna’s
“Fine diving” at its best
annasnola.com

B)’s Lounge
Your 9th Ward living room
instagram.com/bjslounge

Civic Theatre
Historic theatre with a pioneering design
civicnola.com

Gap Tooth Cinema
Presenting daring cinema weekly
gaptoothcinema.com

Martine’s Lounge
Friendly neighborhood bar
facebook.com/martineslounge

Neutral Ground Coffeehouse
All-inclusive, all-ages gallery and stage
neutralgroundcoffeehouse.org

No Dice
We loved the Hi-Ho as much as y’all did
nodicenola.com

Pal’s Lounge
Seasonal, specialty cocktails, beer & wine
facebook.com/PalsLounge

The Prytania Theatre
Historic, Century-old Cinema
theprytania.com

Santos
French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
santosbar.com

Saturn Bar
A New Orleans institution for 6+ years
thesaturnbar.com

Siberia
The legendary bar returns!
siberianola.com

Zero Latency VR
Next generation virtual reality
instagram.com/zerolatencyno

TECH

Operation Spark

Nonprofit software training center
for all backgrounds
operationspark.org

DECOR / HOME / APPAREL

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of the Quarter
norulesfashion.com
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GHT of SWORDS

he Nine of Swords supports

us when our mental
endurance is strained by cruelty.
She provides the right bed even
when we can’t sleep and the right
cup of steaming broth even when
we can’t eat. The Nine of Swords
is a spirit from the blackest
corner of the night sky who
tends to us in our darkest hours,
absorbing every shadowy minute
of our despair to carry home
with her where they belong. The
Nine of Swords is here to address
even our smallest hurts with
care because there is cause for
her to do so. The human nervous
system has a finite capacity for
stress, anguish, and general
dread. If we are to sustain our
energy and well-being over the
course of time, we must tend
to ourselves. If we do not, we
risk losing our cool at the worst
possible time and increase the
chances that we fail to notice
when our coping mechanisms
have tipped into addiction. The
Nine of Swords will point out
where you need soothing—listen
to her and take action.

The Seven of Swords can see
through even the smallest of
lies, because she is a trickster
herself. She is the sly fox who
uses her cunning to alter the
world until she gets what she is
after. A head-on approach is fine
for negotiating, but there are
times when only the deployment
of amusing games will open the

with it. We will not always get to
feel the way we hope to feel but
that does not necessarily mean
we were somehow cheated, and
the Seven of Swords says the
quicker we slip the trap of our
own hurt feelings the sooner
we can get back to the thrill of
wreaking havoc where havoc is
needed.

The quicker we slip the trap of our
own hurt feelings the sooner we can
get back to the thrill of wreaking
havoc where havoc is needed.

doors we need to see opened.
She advises us to conserve our
energy and focus our minds

on the task in our hands. The
Seven of Swords snatches our
attention away from managing
the feelings and perceptions of
other people. She says we can
have it back when we come up
with something better to do

The Knight of Swords

does her brave work under
conditions of great stress,
which means her own
physical senses become

more heightened to some
stimulus and desensitized

to others. She is dependent
on qualified counsel from
comrades invested in both her

reading by Michelle Embree | michelleembree.com
illustration by Gurleen Rai | zimteemo.com
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and her mission. Naturally,
she develops strong bonds
with her cohorts and a
staunch trust that can

cloud her vision, too. If she
becomes overly protective

of one person, committee,

or piece of philosophy her
decision-making can become
compromised. This is a fine
and tedious line but it is one
that she must walk. The Knight
of Swords knows her limits and
she knows humility must rule
her mind, which is the exact
reason she requires a finely-
tuned ally to act in tandem
with her goals. She advises us
to sharpen and organize our
tools and to ask only those

we know will be straight with
us what they think, and then
actually listen to what they
tell us. Get perspective on
yourself and your inner life
before undertaking your next
moves because this is exactly
what the most effective people
throughout history have
always done. May our trickery
have teeth.#
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SUMMER FUN

& READING CHALLENGE
NEW ORLEANS

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ADULT WRITING

CONTEST
Theme: HARMONY

Open June 1-July 31

The New Orleans Public Winners will receive

Library wants your Amazon gift cards and be
short story or poem for published in the 3 edition

of Renewed: A New Orleans
our 2025 Summer Fun Public Library Anthology

Adult Writing Contest.  in 2026.

For more information, pick

Up an entry form at any SOZ2a T

Library location or visit §m‘§}é&§§ NEW ORLEANS
nolalibrary.org/for-writers. PUBLIC LIBRARY







