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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
compiled by ANTIGRAVITY staff

illustrations by Maegen Guidroz
@maegen_arts

Aren’t you tired of swiping in the hopes of running into a specific 
someone you have an existing, lingering curiosity about? Here’s 

your chance to be brave—to take the active route instead of the passive 
one. Let’s connect again.

Submit your own close encounter to 
closeencounters@
antigravitymagazine.com
or through our new ANONYMOUS 
Google form (via QR code below). All 
email addresses will remain confidential. 
Don’t be a creep.

Let’s Go For a Ride
You asked to see my motorcycle 
and I said it’s outside like a 
dumb dumb. If you promise 
you’re queer I’ll take you riding.

Monster Truck Jester
You gave me a gas station weed 
gummy before monster trucks 
but we didn’t sit next to each 
other so I tried to say all my 
jokes and commentary really 
loud to make you laugh.

Corny Romance at the Pool
I was reading a corny romance 
novel at the pool and you came 
up and hit on me. You asked 
what I was reading and scoffed 
at my fun and cute book. I hope 
you have more fun with your life 
in the future.

Singin’ On The Greenway
You were singing to yourself as 
you passed me on your bike on 
the Greenway. I pedaled behind 
you for less than thirty seconds 
before our paths diverged. You 
have such a beautiful voice! I 
wish I’d said something to you. 
But like, what would I have said? 
“I also love to sing on my bike?” 
Anyway. Maybe one day we’ll 
hum the same tune.

Traffic Court Hero
To the gentleman on the 
bicycle who offered me a free 
beer at 10:00 in the morning 
as I was coming out of traffic 
camera court (I lost). It’s a 
little bit early for me but I 
appreciate the gesture. Never 
change, New Orleans.

Hospital Hottie
Saw the prettiest person I’ve 
ever seen in my life walking 
around at the hospital last 
Thursday. We made eye contact 
for a hot second and I could see 
your green eyes from down the 
hallway. You had on a Powell’s 
bookstore shirt which was 
even cooler. No idea if there’s 
anything there, but I’d be 
amped to see.

Psychedelic Haze
On Fat Tuesday, we were 
walking on opposite sides of 
the street (a block between 
Frenchmen and Elysian Fields), 
and locked eyes in an amazing 
haze of psychedelics. I was 
dressed as a giant crawfish, you 
had these glasses that made 
your eyes into mouths. We 
both just had our jaws dropped 
in awe, and kept turning our 
heads to maintain eye contact 
even though we were walking 
in opposite directions. Hope 
you’re well.
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VENUES / BARS
ENTERTAINMENT

Anna’s
“Fine diving” at its best
annasnola.com

Civic Theatre
Historic theatre with a pioneering design 
civicnola.com

Gap Tooth Cinema
Presenting daring cinema weekly
gaptoothcinema.com

Martine’s Lounge
Friendly neighborhood bar
facebook.com/martineslounge

No Dice
We loved the Hi-Ho as much as y’all did
nodicenola.com

Pal’s Lounge
Seasonal, specialty cocktails, beer & wine
facebook.com/PalsLounge 

The Original Nite Cap
Live entertainment, curated cocktails 
dirtydimeproductions.com

The Prytania Theatre
Historic, Century-old Cinema
theprytania.com

Santos
French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
santosbar.com

Saturn Bar
A New Orleans institution for 61+ years
thesaturnbar.com

Siberia
The legendary bar returns!
siberianola.com

Toulouse Theatre
Live music, comedy, theatre, and more!
toulousetheatre.com

Zero Latency VR
Next generation virtual reality
instagram.com/zerolatencyno

FOOD / DRINK / GROCERY

Bub’s Nola
Smash burger purveyors
bubsnola.com

Juan’s Flying Burrito
Creole taqueria since 1997
juansflyingburrito.com

Levee Baking Co.
Local, seasonal, small batch bakery
leveebakingco.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast from the Turkey & Wolf people
mollysriseandshine.com

Sneaky Pickle & Bar Brine
Best & brightest flavors of South Louisiana
yousneakypickle.com

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
steinsdeli.com

Suis Generis
Food evolution, new menu weekly
suisgeneris.com

The Joint
Barbecue, sides and fixins, full-service bar
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
turkeyandthewolf.com

COFFEE / TEA / JUICE

Coffee Science
We do it with science!
facebook.com/coffeesciencenola

Euphorbia Kava Bar
Premium kava selection & herbal intoxicants
euphorbiakavabar.com

Mojo Coffee Roasters
Ethically sourced, small-batch coffees
mojocoffeeroasters.com

Old Road Coffee
Coffee house in the historic Tremé-Lafitte
oldroadcoffee.com

Rook Cafe
Old-school coffee shop with open mic nights
rookcafe.square.site

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
zotzcafe.com

MIND / BODY

Ace Tattoo
Walk-ins welcome
instagram.com/acetattooneworleans

Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
dynamotoys.com

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves
factotumbarber.com

Fifi’s Bywater Salon
Cuts, color, extensions, vintage, and more
fifisbywater.square.site

Lucky Dagger Tattoo
Modern tattooing in a variety of styles
luckydaggertattoo.com

New Orleans Boulder Lounge
An inclusive space for all climbers
climbnobl.com

New Orleans Shaolin
Non-macho martial arts training
nolashaolin.com

Rolfing with Lorraine Fauve
Better posture, more mobility, relieved pain
lorrainefauve.com

Vitality Community Fitness
Good workouts, nice people.
vitalitycommunityfitness.com

DECOR / HOME / APPAREL

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of the Quarter
norulesfashion.com

YARD / GARDEN / FLORAL

Garden Gnome Plantscapes
Fine gardening and landscape work
gardengnomeplantscapes.com

Schmelly’s Dirt Farm
Transform organic materials into living soil
schmellys.com

MUSEUMS / LIBRARIES

New Orleans Museum of Art
The city’s oldest fine arts institution
noma.org

New Orleans Public Library
Transforming Lives, Preserving History
nolalibrary.org

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records
Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
euclidrecordsneworleans.com

Old Arabi Lighthouse
Funky books & records in a fancy purple shell
instagram.com/oldarabilighthouse

PHOTO / ART / DESIGN

Adrienne Battistella Photography
Bespoke business & personal portraiture
adriennebattistella.com

Art Conscious
Art consulting, fine art printing and framing
artconscious.net

Bywater Fine Art Printing
Custom printing services for 
photographers and visual artists
bywaterfineartprinting.com

NOLA Film Plug
High quality analog film & equipment
nolafilmplug.com

MERCH

The Inkwell Press
New Orleans’ premier screenprinting
theinkwellpress.com

BOOKS / COMICS / MEDIA

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, gaming & more
crescentcitycomics.com

New Orleans Record Press
Providing audiophile record pressings
neworleansrecordpress.com

WTUL New Orleans
50+ years of progressive stereo
91.5 FM | wtulneworleans.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT / REPAIR

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service

REAL ESTATE

Marais Collective
Adele Hunt / Margie Hardesty
Residential & commercial realtors 
working with buyers, sellers, and leasing
instagram.com/maraiscollective

Sophie Joseph
Helps you move in the right direction 
sophie@teamrightside.com

LEGAL

Bizer & DeReus
Civil rights, personal injury, and disability rights
bizerlaw.com
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TECH

Operation Spark
Nonprofit software training center
for all backgrounds
operationspark.org

HEY TOURISTS! LOCALS TOO!
These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible, and New Orleans more interesting.

To show them love is to show us love. Please support them as they support us.

Want to be in that Number?
advertising@

antigravitymagazine.com



Be prepared for The Devil to 
turn his intoxicating charm 

into a weapon of manipulation 
more enthralling than a Siren’s 
call. Though on the right 
occasions we will find good 
company or even an ally in The 
Devil, we must remember that 
he is loyal to none. The Devil 
is the ultimate confidence 
man. He is compelling when he 
assures his targets that their 
best interests will be served 
by agreeing to his plans. The 
Devil is known for separating 
his marks from their money, 
but he gets an equal thrill from 
detaching us from our ethics 
and better senses. Our worst 
enemy easily hides in our own 
early programming, especially 
where authority is concerned. 
Our political reality is sanguine, 
and when The Devil says he can 
help us to help our comrades, 
it’s a deal too good to be true. 
The Devil has a special smirk 
for every time he plays on our 
subconscious biases.

The Nine of Pentacles has 
resources and she is ready 
to assist. She tells us to 
ask for what we want. Our 
commitments are what will hold 
us up at this time. Take caution 

decide from there how you will 
show up. Our mistakes are great 
teachers but the errors of others 
can be just as illuminating. 
Don’t reject something just 
because you disapprove of the 

The Knight of Pentacles appears 
to some as a bore, and she uses 
this reputation to her advantage. 
People talk in full earshot of 
those they either forget to notice 
or those they think simply do 
not understand. The Knight of 
Pentacles can be very good at 
making a wallflower of herself 
only to report every word of 
it back to her beloved Queen. 
Whether this be a warning to 
you or a piece of tactical advice 
is, of course, a matter of what 
you need to hear at this time. It 
is never a good idea to run our 
mouths unnecessarily, but it 
is human. Just remember that 
secrets are currency and when 
you tell them you are exposing 
someone, be they friend or foe 
or yourself, even. The Knight 
of Pentacles reminds us to take 
our time even when, especially 
when, time is of the essence. You 
do not—she is adamant about 
this—have the hours to spare 
in gossip or worse. May our 
integrity get the better of us.

against making agreements 
you are unlikely to fulfill. It is 
perfectly fine to be a person who 
does their best work by flitting 
around to various endeavors. If 
you know this about yourself, 

source. Listen to both truth 
tellers and liars, and learn to 
differentiate between the two 
by virtue of the structure of the 
story rather than relying on gut 
feelings alone.

reading by Michelle Embree | michelleembree.com
illustration by Gurleen Rai | zimteemo.com

It is never a good idea to run 
our mouths unnecessarily, but 
it is human. Just remember 
that secrets are currency and 
when you tell them you are 
exposing someone, be they 
friend or foe or yourself, even.
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