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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
compiled by ANTIGRAVITY staff

illustrations by Maegen Guidroz
@maegen_arts

Aren’t you tired of swiping in the hopes of running into a specific 
someone you have an existing, lingering curiosity about? Here’s 

your chance to be brave—to take the active route instead of the passive 
one. Let’s connect again.

Submit your own close encounter to 
closeencounters@
antigravitymagazine.com
or through our new ANONYMOUS 
Google form (via QR code below). All 
email addresses will remain confidential. 
Don’t be a creep.

nicest thing someone has said to 
me in a long time... I wish I could 
have returned the favor.

Kind Stranger on Oak Street
I was in my bright pink shirt on 
Oak Street, crying after being 
yelled at by a stranger in a car. 
You were sitting with a friend 
outside of Rue De La Course. As 
I turned away sobbing, I heard 
you shout to the man in the car, 
“Hey, you don’t fucking talk 
like that to people, man, there’s 
no reason,” then continued 
your conversation. It’s the only 
time I can remember a random 
man standing up for me. I also 
decided it made you very cool 
and hot.

Miss Martha
Miss Martha seeks soft butch 
sweetheart for a good time 
AND a longtime. Ages 35-55. 
No trumpers, no terfs. You: 
dyke with a drill who can take 
directions. Martha: tits for 
days, and the voice of a country 
goddess. She has been our 
collective punk mom, and mama 
needs some love. You know 
where to find her, and if you 
break her heart, we will know 
where to find you... (miss martha 
has approved this message)

Witty Tavern Bartender
You: a witty bartender at
The Tavern.
Me: just some dude. I hung 
out for a while with you, we 
had some good laughs. My 
non chalant goodbye was very 
clumsy, you caught it and teased 
me. Maybe coffee?

Curried Compliments
Uptown Thai restaurant at 
lunch. Handsome you, you 
complimented my hair. The next 
day I cried... realizing it’s the 
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VENUES / BARS &
ENTERTAINMENT

Anna’s
“Fine diving” at its best
annasnola.com

Civic Theatre
Historic theatre with a pioneering design 
civicnola.com

Gap Tooth Cinema
Presenting daring cinema weekly
gaptoothcinema.com

Holy Diver
Rock and roll lounge
holydivernola.com

LOUD: New Orleans Queer
Youth Theater
Learn theater techniques and hang out
loudnola.org

Pal’s Lounge
Seasonal, specialty cocktails, beer & wine
@PalsLounge (FB)

The Original Nite Cap
Live entertainment, curated cocktails 
dirtydimeproductions.com

The Prytania Theatre
Historic, Century-old Cinema
theprytania.com

Queer New Theatre
Queer stories by queer performers
@queernewtheatre (FB)

Santos
French Quarter live rock’n’roll venue
santosbar.com

Siberia
The legendary bar returns!
siberianola.com

Toulouse Theatre
Live music, comedy, theatre, and more!
toulousetheatre.com

Zero Latency VR
Next generation virtual reality
@zerolatencyno (IG)

FOOD / DRINK / GROCERY

Bub’s Nola
Smash burger purveyors
bubsnola.com

Juan’s Flying Burrito
Creole taqueria since 1997
juansflyingburrito.com

Levee Baking Co.
Local, seasonal, small batch bakery
leveebakingco.com

Molly’s Rise and Shine
Breakfast from the Turkey & Wolf people
mollysriseandshine.com

Pizza Delicious
Dine-in, delivery, and pick up
pizzadelicious.com

Sneaky Pickle & Bar Brine
Best & brightest flavors of South Louisiana
yousneakypickle.com

Stein’s Market & Deli
Jewish-Italian deli, eclectic beer selection
steinsdeli.com

The Joint
Barbecue, sides and fixins, full-service bar
alwayssmokin.com

Turkey and the Wolf
Sandwiches, cocktails, and everything nice
turkeyandthewolf.com

Yinzer’s Amazing Cheesesteaks
The best Pittsburgh-style cheesesteaks
yinzersamazingcheesesteaks.com

COFFEE / TEA / JUICE

Coffee Science
We do it with science!
@coffeesciencenola (FB)

Mojo Coffee Roasters
Ethically sourced, small-batch coffees
mojocoffeeroasters.com

Old Road Coffee
Coffee house in the historic Tremé-Lafitte
oldroadcoffee.com

Rook Cafe
Old-school coffee shop with open mic nights
rookcafe.square.site

Z’otz Cafe
Eclectic mom & pop cafe
zotzcafe.com

MIND / BODY

Ace Tattoo
Walk-ins welcome
@acetattooneworleans (IG)

Dynamo
Lady-owned, romantic boutique for every body
dynamotoys.com

Factotum Barber
Tight cuts, close shaves
factotumbarber.com

Fifi’s Bywater Salon
Cuts, color, extensions, vintage, and more
fifisbywater.square.site

Gulf South Plan B
Free emergency contraception
gulfsouthplanb.com

Lucky Dagger Tattoo
Modern tattooing in a variety of styles
luckydaggertattoo.com

New Orleans Boulder Lounge
An inclusive space for all climbers
climbnobl.com

New Orleans Shaolin
Kung Fu and Tai Chi in Bywater
nolashaolin.com

Rolfing with Lorraine Fauve
Better posture, more mobility, relieved pain
lorrainefauve.com

Vitality Community Fitness
Good workouts, nice people.
vitalitycommunityfitness.com

MUSEUMS / GALLERIES & 
LIBRARIES

LeMieux Galleries
Featuring artists of the South since 1983
lemieuxgalleries.com

New Orleans Museum of Art
The city’s oldest fine arts institution
noma.org

New Orleans Public Library
Transforming Lives, Preserving History
nolalibrary.org

RECORDS / CDs / TAPES

Euclid Records
Two floors of new & used vinyl, tapes & CDs
euclidrecordsneworleans.com

Old Arabi Lighthouse
Funky books & records in a fancy purple shell
@oldarabilighthouse (IG)

PHOTO / ART / DESIGN

Adrienne Battistella Photography
Bespoke business & personal portraiture
adriennebattistella.com

Art Conscious
Art consulting, fine art printing and framing
artconscious.net

Bennett’s Photo
Everything photographic
bennettsphoto.com

Bywater Fine Art Printing
Custom printing services for 
photographers and visual artists
bywaterfineartprinting.com

NOLA Film Plug
High quality analog film & equipment
nolafilmplug.com

MERCH

The Inkwell Press
Screenprinting, embroidery, stickers, and more.
theinkwellpress.com

BOOKS / COMICS / MEDIA

Crescent City Comics
Comics, graphic novels, gaming & more
crescentcitycomics.com

New Orleans Record Press
Providing audiophile record pressings
neworleansrecordpress.com

WTUL New Orleans
50+ years of progressive stereo
91.5 FM | wtulneworleans.com

MUSIC EQUIPMENT / REPAIR

Webb’s Bywater Music
New and used, sales and service

HEY TOURISTS! LOCALS TOO!
These community-minded New Orleans businesses and organizations make ANTIGRAVITY possible, and New Orleans more interesting.

To show them love is to show us love. Please support them as they support us.
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HOME DECOR / APPAREL

Dirty Coast
Be a New Orleanian wherever you are
dirtycoast.com

No Rules Fashion
Daring fashion in the heart of the Quarter
norulesfashion.com

NOLA DECO
Shop for home decor like a pro
noladeco.com

YARD / GARDEN / FLORAL

Garden Gnome Plantscapes
Fine gardening and landscape work
gardengnomeplantscapes.com

Schmelly’s Dirt Farm
Transform organic materials into living soil
schmellys.com

REAL ESTATE

Marais Collective
Adele Hunt / Margie Hardesty
Residential & commercial realtors 
working with buyers, sellers, and leasing
@maraiscollective (IG)

Sophie Joseph
Helps you move in the right direction 
sophie@teamrightside.com

LEGAL

Bizer & DeReus
Civil rights, personal injury, and disability rights
bizerlaw.com

TECH

NOLA Devs
Excited about the future of technology
noladevs.org

Online Optimism
NOLA-born digital marketing
onlineoptimism.com

Operation Spark
Nonprofit software training center
for all backgrounds
operationspark.org

Want to be In That Number?
advertising@

antigravitymagazine.com

THREE THINGS 
THAT COST MONEY

1. BECOME AN ADVERTISER
If you are a business and are 
considering jumping aboard, 
now is a great time to do so. 
Budgets are tight—we feel this 
as strongly as anyone—but 
consider the investment: a 
tried-and-true distribution 
network where your message 
is paired with increasingly rare 
quality content and broadcast 
to a devoted audience near 
and far. Currently that’s about 
150 spots from Metairie to 
New Orleans East, about 300 
subscribers coast to coast 
(and growing!), about 1,700+ 
newsletter subscribers (who 
get a PDF of each month’s 
issue); and in the case of web 
ads, we average about 8,000 
monthly page views—except 
when the voter guides spike 
our metrics. Our Advertiser 
Directory (look left!) is a 
curated list of community-
minded businesses for locals 
and tourists alike. And for any 
venue with live entertainment 
or special events, we have 
launched an online listings 
page, which is available to any 
current advertiser, included 
with an ad buy. Additionally, 
we promote this page (and the 
events posted) every Thursday 
with a social media blast on 
Facebook and Instagram. To 
find out more about advertising 
with ANTIGRAVITY, please  
email us at the address just to 
your left.

2. BUY A SUBSCRIPTION 
AND/OR SOME MERCH
You can go two different 
ways on our Big Cartel site 
(antigravitymagazine.bigcartel.com), 
either by signing up for 12 issues 
($65) or using the “subscribe” 
option, where anything over $5 
gets you a monthly copy mailed 
automatically until you cancel 
or we stop publishing. The 
“subscribe” option is also good 
for those of you who have asked 
to donate to the mag but want 
to skip the mailed issue—just 
please specify that when you 
sign up. And of course we have 
t-shirts, totes, hats, and other 
fun stuff to rep your favorite rag.

THREE THINGS  THAT
DON’T COST MONEY

1. SIGN UP FOR
OUR NEWSLETTER
We send out a newsletter on 
the 1st of every month that 
includes a synopsis and PDF 
of the new issue. You get early 
access and a central hub for all 
things ANTIGRAVITY, and 
of course we get to promote a 
bigger subscriber number to our 
advertisers (and number only—
we do not share our mailing list 
with outside parties). You can 
sign up right on our homepage: 
antigravitymagazine.com.

2. PATRONIZE & SUPPORT 
OUR ADVERTISERS
We made this easy. Look left 
to our Advertiser Directory, a 
distinguished list comprised 
mostly of small businesses that 
could use your dollar as much 
as we could. Engage with these 
businesses—spend your buck 
there, of course, but follow them 
on social media and such, and 
let them know you appreciate 
their investment in community-
funded media.

3. LIKE, FOLLOW, SHARE 
AND ALL THAT SHIT
We are on the following social 
media sites, and bigger numbers 
means a higher profile and 
more value for our advertisers. 
So as the kids love to say 
these days, “like, follow, and 
share!” We have active social 
media accounts on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Bluesky, all at
@antigravitymag.

Anything and everything helps. 
We appreciate you, and we look 
forward to sticking around a 
little bit longer.

Dearest Reader—times are tough for everyone right now, 
this is true, only to say that your ANTIGRAVITY is an 

independently-owned print publication trying to make it in 
America in the year 2025. And we are trying to maintain what 
has become a completely archaic model: bringing several 
dozen human artists—writers, photographers, illustrators, 
poets, and editors—to assemble our monthly content with 
passion, diligence, and a rigorous editorial system. And we are 
trying to pay our bills and pay all of these contributors what 
cannot possibly be fair in the grand scheme of things, but is 
competitive by today’s media industry standards.

So if you love and care about this magazine like we do, we are 
asking for a little extra support right now. Here are six ways 
you can help, some that cost money, some that don’t.

3. DONATE TO OUR
VOTER GUIDE
This is the only area we officially 
ask for donations, because 
this helps avoid having to 
commercialize or monetize this 
beloved and trusted resource. 
You can donate what we like 
to call “whatever your lifestyle 
considers $5.” In other words, 
what is your idea of pocket 
change, a door price for a local 
show, or a cheap lunch? You can 
donate via our Venmo or Paypal 
(both @antigravitymag). Just 
mention “VG” or “voter guide” 
in the comments.

SUPPORT ANTIGRAVITY
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Every variety of strength is 
embodied in the archetype 

known by the same name. 
She is the quiet fortitude that 
raises courageous and resilient 
children. She is the patience 
required to gain the trust of 
her animal kin. She is the 
perseverance that will not give 
up on you too soon. Strength 
lives in a community among 
those who share a commitment 
of care with one another. There 
is safety in numbers, this is 
true, but only if tenderness and 
support rule the home. Strength 
prefers the gentle side of herself 
but her reputation for making 
a fierce defense when needed 
precedes her for good reason. At 
present, her pack is threatened 
and Strength faces her foes with 
extended claws. She knows that 
forming coalitions is a powerful 
tool for strategic social upheaval. 
The key is to lay out well-defined 
goals that will mark the end of 
the alliance, win or lose. Strength 
knows there is no validity to 
discourse that suggests the needs 
and freedoms of only a small 
portion of her family should 
be put first, while the others 
wait for what will likely never 

be served. Strength warns us to 
avoid persons unwilling to make 
enemies. Our adversaries abound 
and they seek precisely those 
who will provide access to our 
most vulnerable comrades.

The Three of Pentacles’ message 
is as staid as it is relevant: Stick 
with what you know how to 

of history, but it is a matter of 
extraordinary importance to 
someone in need of sustenance. 
The worst choice we can make 
is to neglect our best work in 
order to favor the mediocrity 
that pleases patriarchy. You can 
expect someone to attempt to 
foment self-doubt in you, but 
when you notice it, squash it 

the certainty that her home is 
secure from intruders and land 
seizures. The Nine of Cups 
belongs to herself in the sense 
that she can not be obliged to 
stay when she is ready to leave, 
nor is she one to be beckoned 
by those with nothing to 
offer. The Nine of Cups is, 
unfortunately, unfulfilled 
at this time. As the seams in 
society tear apart and even 
the smallest of illusions crash 
into nothingness, the internal 
conflict we face will bump 
against the same confusion 
in others. Contentment at 
this time is simply not an 
option. The Nine of Cups 
reminds us that joy—which is 
necessary to human health—is 
sometimes part of the state of 
contentment, but contentment 
itself is not required before one 
can feel joy. Seek that which 
fills you with awe, and offer 
others the solace of your non-
judgment because these are 
characteristics of joy. The Nine 
of Cups leaves us with only this 
message: I will see you again in 
the future and we will be more 
intimate than ever before. May 
we hold the line.

do. We must become reliable 
riders against empire within 
the material reality of this 
historical moment. The Three of 
Pentacles represents our work 
in the public sphere. The Three 
of Pentacles tells us to know the 
value we offer and to be bold in 
letting other people know it too. 
The making of a pot of beans 
is small in the grand scheme 

without hesitation. The Three 
of Pentacles knows mighty 
towers are soon to fall and 
she understands what she will 
contribute to preventing them 
from ever rising again.

The Nine of Cups is the 
archetype of contentment. She 
likes a full belly, music that hits 
that perfect sweet spot, and 

As the seams in society tear apart and 
even the smallest of illusions crash 
into nothingness, the internal conflict 
we face will bump against the same 
confusion in others. Contentment at 
this time is simply not an option.

reading by Michelle Embree | michelleembree.com
illustration by Gurleen Rai | zimteemo.com






